
piano guys a family christmas
Piano Guys A Family Christmas is a delightful holiday album that marries classical music with
contemporary pop themes, showcasing the incredible talent of The Piano Guys. Known for their
unique arrangements and engaging musical style, The Piano Guys have captivated audiences
worldwide. This album, released in 2013, is a reflection of their joyful approach to music and their
commitment to creating pieces that resonate with families during the holiday season. In this article,
we will delve into the background of The Piano Guys, the inspiration behind "A Family Christmas,"
the tracks featured on the album, and the impact it has had on listeners.

Background of The Piano Guys

The Piano Guys, consisting of pianist Jon Schmidt, cellist Steven Sharp Nelson, videographer Paul
Anderson, and music producer Al van der Beek, originated from the desire to blend classical music
with popular and contemporary styles. Their journey began in 2010 when they started uploading
videos to YouTube that featured stunning visual backdrops and innovative arrangements of well-
known songs. Their YouTube channel quickly gained traction, leading to a devoted fanbase and an
eventual record deal.

Musical Style and Philosophy

The Piano Guys are known for their ability to harmonize classical music with modern genres, often
merging iconic pieces with pop hits. Their philosophy centers around the belief that music should be
accessible and enjoyable for everyone, fostering a sense of connection and community. This ethos is
particularly evident in "A Family Christmas," where the music invites listeners of all ages to come
together and celebrate the spirit of the season.

Inspiration Behind "A Family Christmas"

"A Family Christmas" was born out of the desire to create an album that encapsulates the warmth
and joy of the holiday season. The Piano Guys aimed to craft an experience that families could enjoy
together, providing a soundtrack for cherished moments and gatherings. The album combines
traditional Christmas carols with original melodies, all infused with The Piano Guys' signature style.

Collaborations and Features

The album includes collaborations with other artists, enhancing its appeal and variety. Notable
features include:

- The Mormon Tabernacle Choir: Their rich vocal harmonies add depth and grandeur to several
tracks.



- Vocalists: Various singers lend their voices, providing a mix of genres and styles that complement
the instrumental arrangements.

These collaborations contribute to the album's festive spirit, making it a standout addition to holiday
music collections.

Track List and Highlights

"A Family Christmas" features a diverse range of tracks that blend traditional holiday favorites with
The Piano Guys' innovative arrangements. Below is a list of some of the standout songs featured on
the album:

1. "Ode to Joy / O Come All Ye Faithful"
- A beautiful medley that combines Beethoven's iconic melody with the beloved Christmas carol.

2. "Angels We Have Heard on High"
- An uplifting rendition showcasing the harmonious blend of piano and cello, accompanied by vocal
harmonies that evoke the joy of the season.

3. "What Child Is This?"
- A hauntingly beautiful arrangement that highlights the cello's emotive capabilities, creating a
reflective atmosphere.

4. "Little Drummer Boy"
- A lively and energetic version that incorporates rhythmic elements and showcases the duo's playful
style.

5. "Silent Night"
- A serene and calming piece that emphasizes the gentle beauty of the original carol, enhanced by
The Piano Guys' unique interpretation.

6. "Deck the Halls"
- A vibrant and festive arrangement that encourages listeners to celebrate the spirit of Christmas
with joy.

Each track on the album is a testament to The Piano Guys' creativity, blending classical and
contemporary elements to create a fresh take on beloved holiday music.

Production Quality and Visual Elements

The production quality of "A Family Christmas" is exceptional, with crystal-clear sound that allows
listeners to fully appreciate the intricacies of the arrangements. The Piano Guys are well-known for
their visually stunning music videos, and while the album is primarily an audio experience, the spirit
of their visual artistry is felt throughout the tracks. The arrangements are designed to evoke
imagery and emotions, transporting listeners into a festive world filled with warmth and joy.



Impact on Listeners and Holiday Traditions

"A Family Christmas" has made a significant impact on listeners, becoming a favorite during the
holiday season. Families around the world have embraced the album, incorporating it into their
Christmas traditions in various ways:

- Background Music for Festivities: Many families play the album during holiday gatherings, creating
a joyful ambiance that enhances the celebration.
- Cultural Connection: The album's blend of traditional and contemporary music resonates with a
diverse audience, bridging generational gaps and fostering a shared love for music.
- Gift Giving: The album has become a popular gift choice, allowing friends and family to share the
joy of The Piano Guys' music with loved ones.

Listeners often express how the album evokes warm memories and feelings of togetherness,
reinforcing the idea that music can be a powerful force in creating lasting bonds.

Critical Reception

Critics have praised "A Family Christmas" for its innovative arrangements and exceptional
musicianship. The album received positive reviews for its ability to blend genres seamlessly while
maintaining the integrity of traditional holiday music. Many critics noted that The Piano Guys have
successfully created a holiday album that feels fresh and exciting, setting it apart from more
conventional offerings in the genre.

Conclusion

"A Family Christmas" by The Piano Guys is more than just a holiday album; it is a celebration of
family, tradition, and the joy of music. Through their unique arrangements and heartfelt
performances, The Piano Guys have crafted a collection of songs that resonate with audiences of all
ages. As families gather to celebrate the holiday season, this album serves as a beautiful soundtrack,
enhancing the magic of the moments shared together. Whether you are a long-time fan of The Piano
Guys or discovering their music for the first time, "A Family Christmas" is a delightful addition to
your holiday music collection, promising to bring warmth and joy to your celebrations for years to
come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Piano Guys: A Family Christmas' about?
'The Piano Guys: A Family Christmas' is a holiday-themed music special that combines classical and
contemporary holiday music with stunning visuals. It features the Piano Guys performing various
Christmas songs, showcasing their unique style and arrangements.



Who are The Piano Guys?
The Piano Guys are a musical group consisting of pianist Jon Schmidt, cellist Steven Sharp Nelson,
and videographer Paul Anderson. They are known for their innovative piano and cello arrangements
of popular songs and classical pieces, often accompanied by visually captivating music videos.

What type of music can be expected in 'A Family Christmas'?
In 'A Family Christmas', viewers can expect a mix of traditional Christmas carols, modern holiday
songs, and original compositions, all arranged in The Piano Guys' signature style, blending classical
and contemporary elements.

Is 'A Family Christmas' suitable for all ages?
'A Family Christmas' is designed to be family-friendly, making it suitable for all ages. The
performance emphasizes themes of joy, love, and togetherness during the holiday season, appealing
to both children and adults.

Where can I watch 'The Piano Guys: A Family Christmas'?
'The Piano Guys: A Family Christmas' can typically be found on streaming platforms, holiday specials
on television, or through their official YouTube channel, depending on the year and distribution
agreements.
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