
potential relay wiring diagram

potential relay wiring diagram is an essential aspect for understanding and installing potential relays in

electrical circuits, particularly in HVAC systems and motor control applications. This article provides a

comprehensive guide on potential relay wiring diagrams, explaining their components, functions, and

step-by-step wiring procedures. By exploring various wiring configurations and troubleshooting tips,

readers will gain the knowledge needed to correctly interpret and implement these diagrams. Whether

for professionals or enthusiasts, understanding potential relay wiring diagrams ensures proper relay

operation, safeguarding equipment and optimizing performance. The article also covers common

symbols and standard wiring practices to facilitate clear comprehension and practical application.
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Understanding Potential Relays

Potential relays play a crucial role in electrical systems by controlling the operation of motors,



especially in single-phase compressors and HVAC units. They function by sensing the voltage

(potential) across a start winding and activating or deactivating the relay coil accordingly. This action

allows the start winding to engage or disengage at appropriate times, improving motor efficiency and

protecting the system from damage. Understanding the fundamental operation of potential relays is key

to interpreting their wiring diagrams accurately. These relays differ from current relays by operating

based on voltage rather than current, making them suitable for specific motor starting conditions.

Function and Purpose

Potential relays are designed to disconnect the start winding of a motor once the motor reaches a

certain speed, as indicated by the voltage potential. This prevents the start winding from remaining

energized, which could lead to overheating or failure. The relay coil energizes when the voltage across

the start winding reaches a threshold, opening the relay contacts and removing power from the start

winding. This ensures smooth motor startup and reliable operation.

Applications

Commonly used in air conditioning compressors, refrigeration units, and other single-phase motors,

potential relays contribute to efficient motor control. They are preferred in applications where voltage-

based sensing provides better performance compared to current relays. Proper wiring and

understanding of potential relay diagrams are essential for ensuring the longevity and safety of

electrical devices.

Components of a Potential Relay Wiring Diagram

A potential relay wiring diagram includes several key components that illustrate the connections and

interactions within the circuit. Familiarity with these components helps in correctly interpreting the

diagram and executing the wiring.



Main Components

Potential Relay Coil: The electromagnetic coil that senses voltage potential and controls the

relay contacts.

Start Winding: The motor winding energized during startup to provide initial torque.

Main Winding: The primary motor winding that runs continuously when the motor is operating.

Common Terminal: The shared terminal connecting different parts of the relay and motor

windings.

Relay Contacts: Normally closed or open contacts that switch power to the start winding based

on coil energization.

Power Source: The electrical supply providing voltage to the motor circuit.

Symbols and Notations

Potential relay wiring diagrams use standardized electrical symbols to represent components. The

relay coil is typically depicted as a coil symbol, while contacts are shown as switch-like symbols

indicating normally open or normally closed states. Understanding these symbols aids in visualizing

circuit operation and ensuring correct wiring.

How to Read a Potential Relay Wiring Diagram

Reading a potential relay wiring diagram requires attention to detail and knowledge of electrical circuit

conventions. The diagram maps out the connections between the relay, motor windings, and power



supply, often using labeled terminals and lines representing wires.

Identifying Terminals and Connections

Each terminal on the relay and motor is typically labeled with letters or numbers, such as "C" for

common, "S" for start, and "M" for main winding. Tracing these terminals on the diagram shows how

the relay coil connects across the start winding and how relay contacts control current flow. The power

source connections are also indicated, clarifying where the supply voltage enters the circuit.

Interpreting Contact States

The wiring diagram shows the state of relay contacts during different conditions. For example, contacts

may be closed when the relay coil is not energized, allowing current to flow to the start winding. When

the coil energizes, contacts open, disconnecting the start winding. Recognizing these states helps in

understanding relay operation and diagnosing wiring issues.

Step-by-Step Potential Relay Wiring Guide

Wiring a potential relay correctly is critical for reliable motor startup and system safety. The following

step-by-step guide outlines the standard procedure for wiring a potential relay based on its wiring

diagram.

Step 1: Gather Tools and Equipment

Potential relay unit

Motor with start and main windings



Power supply source

Wire strippers and cutters

Screwdrivers and electrical tape

Multimeter for testing

Step 2: Identify Relay Terminals

Locate the relay coil terminals, commonly labeled as "A" and "B" or "S" and "C," and the relay contact

terminals. Refer to the wiring diagram to confirm terminal designations.

Step 3: Connect the Relay Coil

Wire the relay coil terminals across the start winding and common terminal of the motor. This

connection allows the relay to sense the voltage potential generated by the start winding during motor

startup.

Step 4: Wire the Relay Contacts

Connect the relay contacts in series with the start winding and power supply so that when the relay

coil energizes, the contacts open, removing power from the start winding.

Step 5: Connect the Main Winding

Wire the main winding directly to the power supply line, ensuring continuous operation once the motor

starts.



Step 6: Verify All Connections

Double-check all wiring against the diagram to ensure correct terminal matches and secure

connections.

Step 7: Test the Circuit

Power the circuit and monitor the relay operation using a multimeter. Confirm that the start winding is

energized during startup and disconnected once the motor reaches operational speed.

Common Wiring Configurations

Potential relay wiring diagrams can vary depending on the motor type and application. Understanding

common configurations helps in adapting wiring practices to specific scenarios.

Single-Phase Motor Wiring

In single-phase motors, the potential relay wiring typically involves connecting the relay coil across the

start winding and common terminal, with relay contacts controlling the start winding's power supply.

This configuration ensures the start winding is energized only during startup.

HVAC Compressor Wiring

For HVAC compressors, the potential relay wiring diagram often includes connections to the

compressor's start and main windings, with the relay integrated into the control circuit. This setup

optimizes compressor start-up and prevents continuous energizing of the start winding.



Typical Wiring Sequence

Power supply connected to relay common terminal.1.

Relay coil wired across start winding and common terminal.2.

Relay contacts wired in series with the start winding and power.3.

Main winding connected directly to power supply.4.

Troubleshooting Potential Relay Wiring Issues

Incorrect wiring or faulty components can cause potential relays to malfunction, leading to motor

startup failures or damage. Troubleshooting involves systematic checks using wiring diagrams as a

reference.

Common Problems

Relay contacts failing to open or close correctly.

Start winding remaining energized, causing overheating.

No voltage detected across relay coil terminals.

Incorrect terminal connections leading to circuit faults.



Troubleshooting Steps

Verify wiring connections against the potential relay wiring diagram.1.

Check relay coil resistance with a multimeter to detect coil damage.2.

Inspect relay contacts for physical damage or carbon buildup.3.

Test start and main windings for continuity and insulation resistance.4.

Ensure power supply voltage matches motor and relay specifications.5.

Following these troubleshooting procedures helps identify and rectify wiring errors or faulty

components, ensuring reliable operation of potential relays and associated motors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a potential relay and where is it used in wiring diagrams?

A potential relay is an electrical relay used to control the starting winding of a single-phase motor,

mainly in HVAC compressors. In wiring diagrams, it helps switch the start winding off once the motor

reaches a certain speed.

How do you identify the terminals on a potential relay in a wiring

diagram?

In a potential relay wiring diagram, terminals are usually labeled as Common (C), Start (S), and Run

(R). The Common connects to the start winding, the Start terminal connects to the capacitor, and the



Run terminal connects to the motor's run winding or power source.

What is the basic wiring connection for a potential relay in an air

compressor motor?

The basic wiring involves connecting the Common terminal of the relay to the start winding, the Start

terminal to the capacitor, and the Run terminal to the power supply or run winding. When the motor

starts, the relay energizes the start winding; once at speed, the relay disconnects it.

Can a potential relay be used with a capacitor start capacitor run

motor?

Yes, a potential relay is typically used with capacitor start motors to disconnect the start capacitor and

winding once the motor reaches operational speed, ensuring efficient motor operation and preventing

damage.

How does a potential relay differ from a current relay in wiring

diagrams?

A potential relay operates based on voltage across the start winding and is connected in parallel with

the start capacitor, while a current relay senses current through the start winding and is connected in

series. Potential relays are preferred for more accurate switching.

What are common issues to check in a potential relay wiring diagram

when a motor fails to start?

Check for correct terminal connections, verify capacitor health, ensure the relay coil is receiving

voltage, and inspect for any broken wires or loose connections in the start circuit as shown in the

wiring diagram.



How do you test a potential relay using a wiring diagram as a

reference?

Using the wiring diagram, disconnect the relay from the circuit, apply voltage across the Run and

Common terminals, and listen for a click indicating the relay is closing. Measure coil resistance and

continuity between terminals to confirm proper operation.

Is it necessary to follow the exact potential relay wiring diagram

provided by the manufacturer?

Yes, following the manufacturer's wiring diagram ensures the relay functions correctly, prevents

damage to the motor, and complies with safety standards. Deviating from the diagram can result in

improper operation or equipment failure.

Additional Resources

1. Relay Wiring Diagrams: A Comprehensive Guide

This book provides an in-depth exploration of relay wiring diagrams, covering various types of relays

and their applications in electrical circuits. It includes detailed illustrations and step-by-step instructions

for wiring relays in different configurations. Ideal for both beginners and professionals, it simplifies

complex concepts to enhance practical understanding.

2. Mastering Electrical Relay Systems

A practical manual that focuses on the design, installation, and troubleshooting of relay systems in

industrial and residential settings. The author explains how to read and create relay wiring diagrams,

emphasizing safety and efficiency. Readers will find case studies and hands-on projects that reinforce

theoretical knowledge.

3. Fundamentals of Relay Logic and Wiring

This book introduces the basic principles of relay logic and wiring diagrams, making it suitable for



students and hobbyists. It covers the operation of electromechanical relays, ladder logic, and the

interpretation of schematic diagrams. The concise explanations help readers build a solid foundation in

relay control circuits.

4. Practical Relay Wiring Techniques for Electricians

Targeted at practicing electricians, this guide offers practical advice on relay wiring installations and

maintenance. It includes troubleshooting tips, common wiring mistakes to avoid, and best practices for

ensuring reliable relay operation. The book also discusses modern relay technologies and their impact

on wiring approaches.

5. Relay Wiring and Control Circuits Handbook

A detailed handbook that serves as a reference for designing and implementing relay control circuits. It

covers various relay types, coil configurations, and contact arrangements, supported by comprehensive

wiring diagrams. The author provides insights into relay applications in automation, signaling, and

protection systems.

6. Advanced Relay Wiring and Automation Systems

This advanced text explores complex relay wiring schemes used in automated industrial systems. It

delves into programmable relay controllers, integration with PLCs, and the role of relay logic in modern

automation. The book is filled with real-world examples and wiring diagrams that illustrate sophisticated

control strategies.

7. Relay Wiring Diagrams for HVAC Systems

Specializing in heating, ventilation, and air conditioning applications, this book explains how relay

wiring diagrams are used to control HVAC equipment. It outlines typical relay configurations for

compressors, fans, and safety controls. The clear diagrams and practical tips make it a valuable

resource for HVAC technicians and engineers.

8. Electrical Relay Wiring and Troubleshooting Guide

Focused on diagnosing and repairing relay wiring issues, this guide provides systematic approaches to

troubleshooting relay circuits. It includes diagnostic flowcharts, common fault scenarios, and step-by-



step methods to test relay components. The book helps readers quickly identify and resolve wiring

problems to minimize downtime.

9. Introduction to Relay Wiring and Electrical Schematics

An introductory text that teaches how to read and interpret relay wiring diagrams and electrical

schematics. It covers basic electrical concepts, symbols, and the function of relays within circuits.

Designed for learners new to electrical engineering, the book uses simple language and visual aids to

facilitate comprehension.
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