
pollyanna by eleanor h porter
Pollyanna is a timeless classic that has captured the hearts of readers since
its publication in 1913. Written by Eleanor H. Porter, this novel tells the
story of a young girl who embodies the spirit of optimism and positivity,
inspiring those around her to seek joy even in the most challenging
circumstances. With its engaging narrative and relatable characters,
"Pollyanna" continues to resonate with audiences today, making it a beloved
staple in children's literature.

Overview of the Story

At its core, "Pollyanna" is a tale about a young orphan girl who is sent to
live with her strict and stern Aunt Miss Polly Harrington in the fictional
town of Beldingsville. Pollyanna, with her infectious enthusiasm and
unwavering optimism, quickly becomes a beacon of hope for the townspeople,
who often struggle with their own hardships and disappointments.

Character Profiles

Understanding the characters in "Pollyanna" is crucial to grasping the
novel's themes and messages. Here are some of the key figures:

1. Pollyanna Whittier: The protagonist, a young girl with a positive outlook
on life. Her ability to find joy in every situation, no matter how bleak, is
the heart of the story.

2. Miss Polly Harrington: Pollyanna's aunt, who initially appears cold and
unloving. However, her character undergoes significant development as she
learns from Pollyanna's attitude.

3. John Pendleton: A wealthy, reclusive man who initially keeps to himself
but gradually becomes more involved with Pollyanna and the community.

4. Mrs. Snow: A resident of Beldingsville who is bedridden and often grumpy.
Pollyanna's visits bring a change to her outlook.

5. The townspeople: Various characters in Beldingsville represent a spectrum
of attitudes, from pessimism to optimism, highlighting the impact that
Pollyanna has on everyone she meets.

The Power of Optimism



One of the central themes in "Pollyanna" is the power of optimism.
Pollyanna's "glad game," a game she plays to find something to be glad about
in every situation, exemplifies this theme. This game not only serves as a
coping mechanism for Pollyanna but also influences those around her.

The Glad Game Explained

- What is the Glad Game?: The Glad Game is a simple yet profound concept that
encourages individuals to find something positive in every negative
situation. For example, when Pollyanna receives a pair of crutches instead of
a doll for Christmas, she finds joy in the fact that she can play with them
and pretend to be a soldier.

- Impact on Characters:
- Miss Polly: Initially resistant to Pollyanna's positivity, she slowly
starts to embrace the joy her niece brings into her life.
- Mrs. Snow: Through Pollyanna's visits, Mrs. Snow learns to appreciate the
little things in life, resulting in an improved outlook on her own situation.

Real-Life Applications of Pollyanna's Philosophy

The lessons from "Pollyanna" extend beyond the pages of the book and can be
applied in everyday life. Here are a few ways to incorporate Pollyanna's
philosophy:

1. Practice Gratitude: Start a gratitude journal to note down things you are
thankful for each day, no matter how small.

2. Adopt a Positive Mindset: Try to reframe negative thoughts into positive
ones. Instead of thinking, "I have to go to work," consider, "I get to go to
work and earn a living."

3. Engage with Others: Be a source of positivity in your community. Share
uplifting stories and support those who may be struggling.

The Significance of Relationships

Throughout "Pollyanna," the relationships between characters serve to
highlight the importance of human connection and empathy. Pollyanna's
interactions with others foster growth and healing for both herself and those
around her.



Pollyanna's Influence on Others

- Transformation of Aunt Polly: Aunt Polly's character development is a
testament to the power of love and connection. As she learns to let go of her
strict demeanor, she forms a deeper bond with Pollyanna, showcasing how
relationships can lead to personal growth.

- Building Community: Pollyanna's interactions with various townsfolk
encourage them to come together. Her ability to bring people together fosters
a sense of community, demonstrating that relationships can be a source of
strength.

Lessons on Forgiveness and Understanding

- Forgiveness: Pollyanna teaches important lessons about forgiveness. Her
ability to forgive others, regardless of their actions, illustrates the
importance of letting go of grudges and embracing compassion.

- Understanding Different Perspectives: Pollyanna's interactions with
characters like John Pendleton highlight the importance of understanding and
accepting different viewpoints. Her optimism helps her to empathize with
others, even when they are not initially receptive to her positivity.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Upon its release, "Pollyanna" received mixed reviews. Some critics praised
its optimistic message and engaging narrative, while others deemed it overly
sentimental. Nevertheless, the book quickly gained popularity and has
remained a significant work in children's literature.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

- Film and Television Adaptations: Over the years, "Pollyanna" has been
adapted into various films and television shows, most notably the 1960 Disney
film starring Hayley Mills. These adaptations have helped to introduce
Pollyanna's character to new generations.

- Influence on Literature: The character of Pollyanna has inspired countless
other works and characters in literature, demonstrating the lasting impact of
Porter’s creation. The term "Pollyanna" has even entered the lexicon,
referring to someone who is excessively optimistic.



Critical Analysis

Scholars and literary critics have analyzed "Pollyanna" from various
perspectives, including feminist readings and discussions on the portrayal of
childhood. Some interpretations suggest that Pollyanna's unwavering optimism
may also serve as a critique of adult pessimism and societal constraints.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Pollyanna" by Eleanor H. Porter remains a significant and
beloved novel that teaches valuable lessons about optimism, the power of
human connection, and the importance of finding joy in everyday life. Through
Pollyanna's character and the relationships she cultivates, readers are
reminded of the transformative power of positivity and the enduring impact
one individual can have on a community. As we navigate our own lives,
Pollyanna's philosophy encourages us to play the glad game and seek out the
light even in the darkest of times.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Pollyanna' by Eleanor H.
Porter?
The main theme of 'Pollyanna' is the power of optimism and the impact of a
positive attitude on one's life and the lives of others.

Who is the protagonist of the novel 'Pollyanna'?
The protagonist of the novel is a young girl named Pollyanna Whittier, who is
known for her unyielding optimism.

How does Pollyanna's 'glad game' influence the
characters around her?
Pollyanna's 'glad game' encourages other characters to look for the silver
lining in difficult situations, ultimately transforming their outlook on
life.

What is the significance of Pollyanna's relationship
with her aunt?
Pollyanna's relationship with her aunt, Miss Polly Harrington, is significant
as it highlights the contrast between Pollyanna's positivity and her aunt's



initial cynicism, leading to character development.

How has 'Pollyanna' influenced popular culture?
'Pollyanna' has influenced popular culture by introducing the term
'Pollyannaish,' which refers to someone who is excessively optimistic, and
has inspired various adaptations in film and theater.

What challenges does Pollyanna face throughout the
novel?
Pollyanna faces several challenges, including the loss of her parents,
adjusting to life with her strict aunt, and dealing with her own health
issues.

What lessons can readers learn from 'Pollyanna'?
Readers can learn about the importance of maintaining a positive outlook, the
value of kindness, and how one person's attitude can uplift an entire
community.

In what ways does 'Pollyanna' address social issues
of its time?
'Pollyanna' addresses social issues such as loneliness, the importance of
community, and the impact of personal tragedy, reflecting the societal
challenges faced during the early 20th century.
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