
polaris sportsman 90 cdi wiring diagram
Polaris Sportsman 90 CDI Wiring Diagram is an essential topic for anyone looking to
maintain or troubleshoot their Polaris Sportsman 90 ATV. The CDI (Capacitor Discharge
Ignition) system is crucial for the ATV's ignition process, and understanding its wiring can
help identify issues related to starting, running, and overall performance. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the CDI wiring diagram specific to the Polaris
Sportsman 90, including its components, common issues, and troubleshooting tips.

Understanding the CDI System

The CDI system in the Polaris Sportsman 90 is responsible for controlling the ignition
timing and delivering the spark needed to ignite the air-fuel mixture in the engine. A
properly functioning CDI ensures optimal performance, fuel efficiency, and engine
longevity. The wiring diagram provides a visual representation of how the various
components are interconnected.

Key Components of the CDI System

Before diving into the wiring diagram, it’s essential to familiarize yourself with the key
components involved in the CDI system:

1. CDI Unit: The main component that stores and releases electrical energy to produce a
spark.
2. Ignition Coil: Converts the low voltage from the battery into a high voltage needed to
create a spark.
3. Spark Plug: The component that ignites the air-fuel mixture in the engine.
4. Stator: Generates electrical power for the CDI and other electrical components of the
ATV.
5. Battery: Supplies power to the CDI and other electrical systems.
6. Kill Switch: Allows the rider to shut off the engine quickly in an emergency.

Polaris Sportsman 90 CDI Wiring Diagram
Overview

The wiring diagram for the Polaris Sportsman 90 typically includes connections between
the CDI unit, ignition coil, spark plug, stator, battery, and kill switch. Understanding these
connections is vital for diagnosing electrical issues.



Wiring Colors and Connections

When analyzing the wiring diagram, it’s crucial to understand the color codes used in the
wiring:

- Black Wire: Ground
- Red Wire: Battery positive
- Yellow Wire: Stator output (AC voltage)
- Green Wire: Signal to the ignition coil
- White Wire: Kill switch connection

These color codes can vary slightly depending on the model year, so it’s always good to
reference the specific wiring diagram for your ATV.

Reading the Wiring Diagram

To effectively read the wiring diagram:

1. Identify each component: Look for symbols representing the CDI, ignition coil, and
other components.
2. Trace the connections: Follow the lines connecting different components, noting the
color codes for each wire.
3. Look for notes: Some diagrams include additional notes or legends that explain specific
connections or functions.

Common Issues Related to CDI Wiring

Understanding common issues related to the CDI wiring can help you troubleshoot
problems effectively. Here are some prevalent issues:

1. No Spark from the Spark Plug

If the engine doesn’t start, and there is no spark at the spark plug, it may indicate an issue
with:

- CDI Unit: A faulty CDI may not send the necessary signals to the ignition coil.
- Ignition Coil: If the coil is defective, it won’t generate the high voltage needed for
ignition.
- Wiring Connections: Loose or corroded connections can prevent voltage from reaching
the spark plug.



2. Intermittent Spark

An intermittent spark can lead to poor engine performance. This can be caused by:

- Wiring Damage: Frayed wires or poor connections can cause inconsistent signals.
- Weak Battery: A weak battery may not provide sufficient power to the CDI.

3. Engine Won't Start

If the engine won’t start at all, consider checking:

- Kill Switch: Ensure it is in the "run" position.
- Battery Voltage: A dead or weak battery can prevent the CDI from functioning.
- Stator Output: Use a multimeter to check if the stator is generating adequate voltage.

Troubleshooting Steps

If you experience issues related to the CDI wiring, follow these troubleshooting steps:

Inspect the Wiring: Start by visually inspecting the wiring for any signs of damage,1.
fraying, or corrosion.

Test the Battery: Use a multimeter to check the voltage of the battery. It should2.
typically read around 12.6 volts when fully charged.

Check the Stator: Measure the output voltage from the stator. Refer to the specific3.
values in the service manual for your model.

Test the CDI Unit: If other components check out, consider testing the CDI unit.4.
Some mechanics recommend swapping it with a known good unit to confirm
functionality.

Examine the Ignition Coil: Test the ignition coil's resistance to ensure it is within5.
the specifications outlined in the service manual.

Best Practices for Maintaining CDI Wiring

Maintaining the CDI wiring is crucial for the longevity of your Polaris Sportsman 90. Here
are some best practices to consider:



Regular Inspections: Periodically check the wiring for signs of wear or damage.

Keep Connections Clean: Ensure all electrical connections are clean and free of
corrosion.

Protect Wires: Use wire loom or electrical tape to protect exposed wires from
abrasion or environmental damage.

Follow the Manual: Always refer to the service manual for your specific model
when performing repairs or maintenance.

Professional Help: If you're unsure about troubleshooting or repairs, consider
seeking professional assistance.

Conclusion

Understanding the Polaris Sportsman 90 CDI wiring diagram is vital for maintaining
optimal performance and troubleshooting ignition-related issues. By familiarizing yourself
with the key components, common problems, and troubleshooting steps, you can ensure
that your ATV remains in excellent working condition. Always prioritize safety and seek
professional help when needed to ensure your Polaris Sportsman 90 runs smoothly for
years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the CDI in a Polaris Sportsman
90?
The CDI, or Capacitor Discharge Ignition, is responsible for controlling the timing of the
spark that ignites the fuel-air mixture in the engine, ensuring optimal performance and
efficiency.

Where can I find a wiring diagram for the Polaris
Sportsman 90 CDI?
Wiring diagrams for the Polaris Sportsman 90 CDI can typically be found in the owner's
manual, service manual, or through Polaris dealership websites and forums.

What are common symptoms of a faulty CDI in a Polaris
Sportsman 90?
Common symptoms include difficulty starting, misfiring, poor acceleration, and stalling
while riding.



How do I troubleshoot CDI wiring issues on a Polaris
Sportsman 90?
Start by inspecting the wiring for any visible damage, checking connections for corrosion
or looseness, and using a multimeter to test for continuity and voltage at the CDI unit.

Can I replace the CDI with an aftermarket part for the
Polaris Sportsman 90?
Yes, aftermarket CDIs are available, but it's important to ensure compatibility and that
they meet the specifications required for the Polaris Sportsman 90 to avoid performance
issues.

What colors are used in the CDI wiring diagram for the
Polaris Sportsman 90?
The wiring diagram typically uses color codes like red for positive, black for ground, and
other colors for signal wires, but it's essential to refer to the specific diagram for accurate
color coding.

Is it necessary to use a specific type of connector for the
CDI wiring on a Polaris Sportsman 90?
Yes, using the correct type of connectors is important to ensure a secure and reliable
electrical connection, which helps prevent issues related to vibration and corrosion.

What tools do I need to work on the CDI wiring of a
Polaris Sportsman 90?
You will need basic tools such as a multimeter, wire strippers, crimping tools, and a
soldering iron, along with the appropriate replacement connectors and wires.
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