philosophy of religion selected
readings 2nd edition

philosophy of religion selected readings 2nd edition offers a comprehensive
exploration of the fundamental questions and debates within the philosophy of
religion. This edition brings together an extensive collection of classic and
contemporary texts that address the nature of religion, the existence of God,
the problem of evil, faith and reason, and other critical topics. It serves
as an essential resource for students, scholars, and anyone interested in
understanding the intellectual foundations and challenges of religious
belief. The 2nd edition is distinguished by updated selections and insightful
editorial commentary that enhances the reader’s comprehension of complex
philosophical arguments. This article provides a detailed overview of the
philosophy of religion selected readings 2nd edition, its structure, key
themes, and contributions to the field. The discussion will guide readers
through the content and significance of this influential anthology.
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Overview of the Philosophy of Religion Selected
Readings 2nd Edition

The philosophy of religion selected readings 2nd edition is a curated
anthology designed to provide a broad survey of the major issues and
arguments within the discipline. This edition compiles influential writings
from historical and modern philosophers, presenting diverse perspectives on
religious doctrines and philosophical inquiry. It aims to foster critical
thinking and deeper understanding of the philosophical questions surrounding
religion. The selections include analytical essays, classical arguments, and
contemporary critiques, offering readers a balanced and engaging approach to
the subject matter.



Purpose and Scope

This collection targets readers interested in the rational examination of
religious beliefs, including students and academics in philosophy, theology,
and religious studies. The scope encompasses metaphysical, epistemological,
ethical, and existential dimensions of religion, addressing questions such as
God’s existence, divine attributes, religious experience, and the interplay
between faith and reason. The 2nd edition expands on previous versions by
incorporating recent philosophical developments and debates.

Importance in Academic Settings

Widely used in university courses on philosophy of religion, this anthology
serves as a foundational text that supports curriculum requirements for
critical analysis and discussion. It is recognized for its clarity, selection
of seminal works, and accessibility for readers at varying levels of
familiarity with philosophical discourse.

Key Themes and Topics Covered

The philosophy of religion selected readings 2nd edition systematically
addresses several core themes that have shaped philosophical inquiry into
religion. These themes provide a framework for understanding the complex
relationship between faith and reason, the nature of religious language, and
the challenges posed by skepticism and atheism.

Arguments for the Existence of God

The anthology presents classical and contemporary arguments including:

e The Ontological Argument
e The Cosmological Argument
e The Teleological Argument (Design Argument)

e The Moral Argument

Each argument is accompanied by critical analysis and counterarguments,
allowing readers to evaluate their strengths and weaknesses rigorously.

The Problem of Evil and Theodicy

A significant portion of the readings focuses on the problem of evil, which
challenges the coexistence of an omnipotent, omnibenevolent God with the



presence of suffering. The text explores various theodicies and defenses,
such as the free will defense and soul-making theodicy, providing insight
into enduring debates about divine justice and human suffering.

Faith, Reason, and Religious Experience

The anthology examines the epistemological questions regarding the
justification of religious belief. Topics include the role of faith, the
nature and validity of religious experiences, and the compatibility or
conflict between reason and religious commitments.

Notable Contributors and Texts Included

The philosophy of religion selected readings 2nd edition features works from
some of the most influential philosophers and theologians in history as well
as contemporary thinkers. These contributors have shaped the discourse on
religion through groundbreaking arguments and critical analysis.

Classical Philosophers

Included are selections from key figures such as:

e St. Anselm
e Thomas Aquinas
e David Hume

e Immanuel Kant

Their writings establish foundational arguments and critiques that continue
to influence philosophical theology.

Modern and Contemporary Thinkers

The 2nd edition integrates contributions from:

e William James
e Alvin Plantinga
e Richard Swinburne

e Eleonore Stump



These authors bring fresh perspectives, addressing contemporary challenges in
philosophy of religion and advancing new methodologies.

Structure and Editorial Features

The anthology is thoughtfully arranged to guide readers through progressively
complex topics and debates. Editorial commentary and introductions provide
context, clarify difficult concepts, and connect the readings to broader
philosophical discussions.

Organization of Content

The 2nd edition is divided into thematic sections such as:
1. Foundations of Philosophy of Religion
2. Arguments Concerning God’s Existence
3. The Problem of Evil
4. Faith, Reason, and Religious Experience
5. Religious Language and Meaning

This structure promotes a coherent learning experience, facilitating
comparative analysis across different approaches.

Editorial Enhancements

Updated editorial notes explain the historical background and philosophical
significance of each selection. These features assist readers in navigating
complex arguments and understanding their relevance to ongoing scholarly
debates.

Educational Value and Usage

The philosophy of religion selected readings 2nd edition is a valuable
educational tool that supports both teaching and independent study. Its
comprehensive coverage and scholarly rigor make it suitable for diverse
academic purposes.



Pedagogical Benefits

The text encourages critical thinking and analytical skills by exposing
readers to a variety of viewpoints and argumentative styles. It is often used
to:

e Introduce foundational concepts and debates in philosophy of religion
e Provide primary source material for analysis and discussion

e Support research projects and advanced study in religious philosophy

Accessibility and Readability

While academically rigorous, the anthology is designed to be accessible to
readers with different levels of prior knowledge. Clear editorial guidance
and carefully selected readings ensure that complex philosophical issues are
approachable without sacrificing depth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Philosophy of Religion:
Selected Readings, 2nd Edition'?

'Philosophy of Religion: Selected Readings, 2nd Edition' primarily focuses on
presenting key philosophical arguments and texts related to the study of
religion, including discussions on the existence of God, the problem of evil,
faith and reason, and religious experience.

Who are some of the prominent philosophers included
in the readings of this edition?

The 2nd edition includes works by prominent philosophers such as St. Anselnm,
Thomas Aquinas, David Hume, Immanuel Kant, William James, Alvin Plantinga,
and others who have significantly contributed to the philosophy of religion.

How does the 2nd edition differ from the first
edition of 'Philosophy of Religion: Selected
Readings'?

The 2nd edition features updated selections, additional contemporary

readings, enhanced introductions to each section, and revised commentary to
reflect recent developments and debates in the philosophy of religion.



Is 'Philosophy of Religion: Selected Readings, 2nd
Edition' suitable for beginners?

Yes, the book is designed to be accessible to both beginners and advanced
students, offering clear introductions and a curated selection of
foundational and contemporary texts.

Does the book cover the problem of evil and its
philosophical implications?

Yes, the problem of evil is a central topic covered extensively, including
classical and modern arguments addressing how the existence of evil
challenges the notion of an all-powerful, all-good deity.

Are there sections in the book that discuss
religious pluralism and interfaith perspectives?

The 2nd edition includes readings that explore religious pluralism, the
coexistence of multiple religions, and philosophical reflections on
interfaith dialogue and understanding.

What types of philosophical arguments for the
existence of God are included in the readings?

The book features classical arguments such as the Ontological, Cosmological,
and Teleological arguments, as well as contemporary formulations and
critiques of these arguments.

Does the book address the relationship between
science and religion?

Yes, selected readings discuss the interaction and tension between scientific
explanations and religious belief, including perspectives from both theistic
and atheistic viewpoints.

How can 'Philosophy of Religion: Selected Readings,
2nd Edition' be used in academic settings?

It serves as a comprehensive anthology for courses in philosophy of religion,
providing students with primary texts and critical essays that facilitate
analysis, discussion, and essay writing.

Additional Resources

1. Philosophy of Religion: Selected Readings, 2nd Edition
This anthology compiles essential essays and excerpts from key thinkers in



the philosophy of religion. Covering topics such as the existence of God,
faith and reason, and the problem of evil, it offers a comprehensive overview
for students and scholars alike. The second edition includes updated
selections reflecting contemporary debates and diverse perspectives.

2. The Philosophy of Religion: An Anthology by Louis P. Pojman and Michael
Rea

A widely used collection of classic and contemporary texts, this anthology
explores fundamental questions about God, religious experience, and the
interplay of faith and reason. It features works from philosophers across
different traditions, providing readers with a broad understanding of
philosophical issues in religion.

3. Reason and Religious Belief: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion
by Michael Peterson, William Hasker, Bruce Reichenbach, and David Basinger
This introductory text examines arguments for and against the existence of
God, the nature of faith, and the problem of evil. It balances philosophical
rigor with accessibility, making complex ideas approachable for those new to
the field. The book also includes critical discussions of religious pluralism
and science-religion dialogue.

4. Philosophy of Religion: A Very Short Introduction by Tim Bayne

In this concise volume, Bayne provides a clear and engaging overview of the
central themes in the philosophy of religion. Topics include arguments for
God's existence, the challenge of evil, and the nature of religious
experience. The book is ideal for readers seeking a brief but substantial
introduction.

5. Faith and Reason: Three Views edited by Ronald H. Nash

This book presents three different perspectives on the relationship between
faith and reason: the classical view, the reformed view, and the critical
rationalist view. Each contributor articulates their position and responds to
the others, fostering a dynamic dialogue on how faith and reason interact in
religious belief.

6. The Problem of Evil by Marilyn McCord Adams

Adams offers a profound philosophical treatment of the problem of evil,
addressing how the existence of evil can be reconciled with belief in a
benevolent God. The book explores various approaches, including theodicy and
skeptical theism, and delves into the emotional and existential dimensions of
evil.

7. God and Other Minds: A Study of the Rational Justification of Belief 1in
God by Alvin Plantinga

Plantinga investigates the epistemological foundations of belief in God,
arguing that such belief can be rational even without conclusive evidence. He
compares belief in God to belief in other minds, suggesting that both are
properly basic. This work is influential in contemporary philosophy of
religion and epistemology.

8. Philosophy of Religion: Selected Readings edited by Charles Taliaferro,



Victoria S. Harrison, and Stewart Goetz

This comprehensive reader includes a balanced selection of classic and modern
essays on major issues in philosophy of religion. Themes include divine
attributes, arguments for God's existence, religious experience, and the
problem of evil. The selections are accompanied by helpful introductions and
notes.

9. The Cambridge Companion to Philosophy of Religion edited by Charles
Taliaferro

This volume features essays by leading scholars that explore key topics such
as the nature of God, religious experience, and the interplay between
religion and science. It provides both historical context and contemporary
analysis, making it an invaluable resource for students and researchers
interested in the philosophy of religion.
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