permanent foundations guide for
manufactured housing

Permanent foundations guide for manufactured housing is essential for
homeowners and builders alike. Manufactured homes, often considered a more
affordable housing option, require a solid foundation to ensure stability,
safety, and long-term durability. This guide will walk you through everything
you need to know about permanent foundations for manufactured housing,
including types of foundations, installation processes, and benefits.

Understanding Permanent Foundations

Permanent foundations provide a stable, long-lasting base for manufactured
homes. Unlike temporary or mobile foundations, which can shift or deteriorate
over time, permanent foundations are designed to withstand various
environmental factors, ensuring the home remains secure and comfortable.

Types of Permanent Foundations

There are several types of permanent foundations suitable for manufactured
housing. Each has its advantages and is chosen based on factors such as local
building codes, climate, and personal preference. Here are the most common
types:

e Pier and Beam Foundations: This method involves placing piers into the
ground to support beams that carry the weight of the home. It's ideal
for areas with unstable soil and offers easy access to plumbing and
electrical systems.

e Slab Foundations: A concrete slab is poured directly on the ground to
create a solid base for the home. This type of foundation is low-cost
and provides excellent resistance to pests and moisture.

* Basement Foundations: This option includes a full basement beneath the
manufactured home, providing additional living space and storage.
However, it can be more expensive and requires proper drainage to
prevent flooding.

e Crawl Space Foundations: A crawl space foundation elevates the home
above ground level, allowing for ventilation and access to utility
systems. This type is beneficial in flood-prone areas and can help
mitigate moisture issues.



Benefits of Permanent Foundations

Choosing a permanent foundation for your manufactured home comes with
numerous advantages:

1. Stability and Safety

Permanent foundations provide a solid structure that can withstand various
weather conditions, including high winds, heavy rains, and snow loads. This
stability is crucial for ensuring the safety of residents.

2. Increased Property Value

Homes with permanent foundations often have a higher resale value compared to
those with temporary setups. Buyers typically prefer the permanence and
stability that a solid foundation offers.

3. Compliance with Building Codes

Most local building codes require manufactured homes to be installed on
permanent foundations. Ensuring compliance can prevent potential legal issues
and increase the home's marketability.

4. Improved Energy Efficiency

Permanent foundations can enhance the energy efficiency of a home by creating
a more stable temperature environment. Proper insulation and sealing of the
foundation can reduce heating and cooling costs.

5. Accessibility to Utilities

Permanent foundations often provide better access to plumbing, electrical,
and HVAC systems. This ease of access can simplify repairs and maintenance,
saving homeowners time and money.

Installation Process for Permanent Foundations

Installing a permanent foundation for a manufactured home requires careful



planning and execution. Here’s a step-by-step guide to the installation
process:

Step 1: Site Preparation

Before beginning the installation, the site must be properly prepared. This
includes:

e Clearing the area of debris, vegetation, and any obstacles.
e Leveling the ground to ensure a stable base.

e Conducting soil tests to determine the soil type and its bearing
capacity.

Step 2: Choosing the Foundation Type

Based on the site conditions, local climate, and personal preferences, choose
the most suitable foundation type for your manufactured home.

Step 3: Obtaining Permits

Check with your local building department to obtain the necessary permits for
foundation installation. This step is crucial to ensure compliance with local
regulations and codes.

Step 4: Foundation Construction

The construction process varies depending on the chosen foundation type:

- For pier and beam foundations, install piers at predetermined intervals and
connect them with beams.

- For slab foundations, excavate the site and pour a concrete slab, allowing
it to cure before moving forward.

- For basement foundations, dig a deep hole to create a basement and pour
walls and floors using concrete.

- For crawl space foundations, build the perimeter walls and floor system
while ensuring proper ventilation.



Step 5: Securing the Home

Once the foundation is constructed, the manufactured home can be placed on
it. Use appropriate anchoring systems to secure the home to the foundation,
ensuring it remains stable and safe, especially during severe weather events.

Maintenance of Permanent Foundations

To prolong the lifespan and effectiveness of a permanent foundation, regular
maintenance is essential. Here are some tips:

e Inspect the foundation regularly for cracks, settling, or signs of
moisture intrusion.

e Ensure proper drainage around the foundation to prevent water
accumulation.

e Maintain landscaping to avoid overgrowth that can affect the foundation.

e Check for pests that could undermine the structural integrity of the
foundation.

Conclusion

In summary, a strong and stable foundation is vital for the longevity and
safety of manufactured homes. A permanent foundations guide for manufactured
housing provides essential insights into the types of foundations available,
their benefits, and the installation process. By investing in a permanent
foundation, homeowners can enhance the value of their property, ensure
compliance with local building codes, and ultimately enjoy a secure and
comfortable living environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key benefits of using a permanent
foundation for manufactured housing?

Permanent foundations provide enhanced stability, improved resale value,
better resistance to weather elements, and compliance with local building
codes. They also help prevent issues related to shifting or settling over



time.

What types of permanent foundations are commonly
used for manufactured homes?

Common types of permanent foundations for manufactured homes include slab-on-
grade, crawl space, and full basement foundations. Each type has its unique
advantages depending on the local climate and soil conditions.

Are there specific building codes and regulations
for permanent foundations of manufactured homes?

Yes, there are specific local, state, and federal building codes that must be
followed when installing a permanent foundation for manufactured homes. It's
important to check with local authorities to ensure compliance and safety.

How can homeowners ensure their manufactured home is
properly anchored to its permanent foundation?

Homeowners should hire qualified contractors who are experienced in
installing permanent foundations. Additionally, they should ensure that the
foundation is designed according to local codes and that proper anchoring
techniques, such as tie-downs, are utilized.

What is the typical cost range for installing a
permanent foundation for a manufactured home?

The cost of installing a permanent foundation for a manufactured home can
vary significantly based on location, foundation type, and site conditions,
typically ranging from $5,000 to $20,000 or more. It’s advisable to get
multiple quotes from contractors.
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