pedal steel guitar chord chart

pedal steel guitar chord chart is an essential tool for musicians seeking to master the unique and
expressive sounds of the pedal steel guitar. Unlike standard guitars, the pedal steel incorporates
pedals and knee levers that modify the pitch of strings, creating a wide palette of chord voicings and
smooth transitions. This article explores the fundamentals of the pedal steel guitar chord chart,
explaining how to read and utilize these charts effectively. It also covers the common chord types,
pedal and lever functions, and practical tips for integrating chord charts into practice routines. By
understanding the layout and terminology of pedal steel chord charts, players can enhance their
musical versatility and technical precision. The following sections provide a structured overview to
guide both beginners and experienced players through the complexities of this instrument’s
harmonic framework.
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e Pedals and Knee Levers Functions

e Reading and Interpreting Chord Charts
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Understanding the Pedal Steel Guitar

The pedal steel guitar is a distinctive electric guitar variant known for its smooth glissandos and
complex chord possibilities. It is typically played horizontally on a stand and features a series of
pedals and knee levers that alter string pitches. This mechanism allows for seamless chord changes
and expressive bending effects that are difficult or impossible to achieve on standard guitars. The
instrument is widely used in country, western swing, and Hawaiian music, as well as various other
genres. Understanding the instrument’s structure is crucial before delving into the pedal steel guitar
chord chart, as the chart reflects the interactions between strings, pedals, and levers.

Instrument Layout and Components

A typical pedal steel guitar has 10 or more strings tuned to an open chord, along with multiple
pedals and knee levers. Each pedal or lever raises or lowers the pitch of specific strings by a half or
whole step. The player uses a slide bar to fret notes while operating pedals and levers with their feet
and knees. This combination produces the instrument’s signature sound and versatility. Familiarity
with the physical layout aids in understanding the chord chart and executing chord changes fluidly.



Basics of a Pedal Steel Guitar Chord Chart

A pedal steel guitar chord chart is a visual representation that shows how to form chords by
engaging certain pedals and levers. Unlike traditional guitar chord charts that focus on finger
placement along the fretboard, pedal steel charts emphasize pedal and lever combinations and
string assignments. These charts typically include string tuning, pedal functions, and chord names,
enabling players to visualize the harmonic possibilities.

Components of a Chord Chart
Key elements commonly found in a pedal steel guitar chord chart include:

e String Tuning: Displays the open tuning of each string, essential for knowing the starting
pitch.

¢ Pedal and Lever Assignments: Indicates which pedals or knee levers are engaged to alter
string pitches.

¢ Chord Names: Lists the chord produced by the indicated pedal and lever combinations.

e Visual Diagrams: Some charts use simplified diagrams showing strings, pedals, and levers
with labels.

Understanding these components allows players to interpret how pedal and lever usage corresponds
to chord formation.

Common Chord Shapes and Voicings

The pedal steel guitar offers a wide variety of chord shapes and voicings due to its mechanical pitch-
changing capabilities. Players can achieve major, minor, seventh, and extended chords with unique
voicings that differ significantly from standard guitar chords. Mastery of common chord shapes is
vital for effective use of the pedal steel guitar chord chart.

Major and Minor Chords

Major chords on pedal steel are often based on the instrument’s open tuning, with pedals used to
raise or lower specific strings to complete the chord. Minor chords are typically formed by engaging
pedals or levers that lower the third or sixth intervals. The ability to switch between major and
minor voicings seamlessly is a hallmark of pedal steel playing.

Seventh and Extended Chords

Seventh chords, including dominant, major seventh, and minor seventh, are commonly used to add
color and tension. Extended chords such as ninths or elevenths can also be formed by combining



multiple pedal and lever changes. The pedal steel guitar chord chart provides a reference for these
more complex chords, often indicating multiple pedal combinations to achieve the desired sound.

Pedals and Knee Levers Functions

The pedals and knee levers on a pedal steel guitar are responsible for altering string pitches, which
directly influences chord shapes and transitions. Each pedal or lever typically raises or lowers the
pitch of one or more strings by a semitone or whole tone, and their combinations expand the
harmonic possibilities exponentially.

Standard Pedal Functions

In a common E9 tuning setup, for example, the pedals are usually labeled A, B, and C, each affecting
different strings. For instance:

e Pedal A: Raises the 5th and 10th strings by a whole step.
e Pedal B: Raises the 3rd and 6th strings by a semitone.

e Pedal C: Raises the 4th and 5th strings by a semitone or whole step depending on setup.

These actions enable players to morph open tunings into various chord forms.

Knee Lever Roles

Knee levers complement the pedals by offering additional pitch bends, often lowering strings by
semitones or whole tones. Common knee levers might lower the 4th and 8th strings or the 2nd and
9th strings, enhancing the player's ability to form complex chords and smooth melodic lines. The
pedal steel guitar chord chart indicates these lever functions and their effect on string tuning.

Reading and Interpreting Chord Charts

Interpreting a pedal steel guitar chord chart requires understanding the relationship between open
string tuning, pedal and lever engagement, and the resulting chord. Players must be able to
translate the chart’s notations into physical actions on the instrument.

Step-by-Step Interpretation

When reading a pedal steel guitar chord chart, follow these steps:

1. Identify the open tuning of each string.

2. Locate the chord name to be played.



3. Note the pedals and knee levers required for that chord.
4. Engage the indicated pedals and levers while fretting the strings with the bar.

5. Strum or pick the strings as indicated to produce the chord.

Consistency in following these steps ensures accurate chord execution and aids in memorization.

Common Symbols and Notations

Chord charts often utilize symbols such as letters (e.g., A, B, C for pedals), arrows (indicating pitch
direction), and string numbers. Familiarity with these notations is essential for quick and precise
reading. Some charts may also include visual aids, such as color coding or diagrams, to clarify pedal
and lever use.

Applying Chord Charts in Practice

Utilizing a pedal steel guitar chord chart effectively requires regular practice and experimentation.
Integration of chord charts into daily routines can accelerate learning and improve technical control.

Practice Techniques

To maximize the benefits of a pedal steel guitar chord chart, players should:

 Start by learning the open tuning and basic pedal and lever functions.

e Practice forming individual chords slowly, focusing on pedal and lever coordination.

e Use the chart to explore chord transitions and progressions common in various music styles.
e Record and listen to practice sessions to identify areas for improvement.

¢ Gradually increase tempo and complexity as comfort with the chart grows.

Integrating Chord Charts with Musical Context

Beyond isolated practice, applying pedal steel guitar chord charts within actual songs and
improvisation is crucial. Understanding how chords shape musical phrases helps players develop
expressive playing styles and adapt charts to fit different genres. Experimentation with pedal and
lever combinations can lead to unique voicings and creative expression, expanding the instrument’s
sonic possibilities.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a pedal steel guitar chord chart?

A pedal steel guitar chord chart is a visual guide that shows the different chords that can be played
on the pedal steel guitar, indicating the strings, pedals, and knee levers needed to achieve each
chord.

How do I read a pedal steel guitar chord chart?

To read a pedal steel guitar chord chart, you need to understand the tuning of the instrument, the
layout of the strings, and how the pedals and knee levers affect pitch. The chart typically shows
which pedals or levers to engage to play specific chords.

Where can I find pedal steel guitar chord charts for
beginners?

You can find pedal steel guitar chord charts for beginners on music learning websites, instructional
books, YouTube tutorials, and specialized pedal steel guitar forums and communities.

What are the common tunings used in pedal steel guitar chord
charts?

The most common pedal steel guitar tuning is the E9 tuning for country music and C6 tuning for jazz
and Western swing. Chord charts often specify which tuning they apply to.

Can pedal steel guitar chord charts be customized for
different tunings?

Yes, pedal steel guitar chord charts can be customized for different tunings. Players often create or
use charts specific to their pedal and knee lever configurations and preferred tunings.

How do pedals and knee levers affect chords shown on a pedal
steel guitar chord chart?

Pedals and knee levers change the pitch of specific strings, altering the chord shapes. Chord charts
illustrate which pedals and levers to engage to achieve particular chords, enabling smooth
transitions and complex harmonies.

Additional Resources

1. The Complete Pedal Steel Guitar Chord Book

This comprehensive guide covers all essential chords and voicings for the pedal steel guitar. It is
perfect for beginners and intermediate players who want to understand chord construction and
transition smoothly between chord shapes. The book includes detailed diagrams and explanations



tailored specifically for the unique mechanics of the pedal steel guitar.

2. Mastering Pedal Steel Guitar Chords and Progressions

Focused on chord progressions, this book helps players develop fluidity and musicality in their
playing. It contains exercises and examples that demonstrate how to use pedal and knee lever
changes to create dynamic chord movements. The book also explores various musical genres where
pedal steel guitar chords play a significant role.

3. Pedal Steel Guitar: Chord Theory and Application

This title delves into the theory behind pedal steel guitar chords, providing a solid foundation for
improvisation and songwriting. It explains how to build complex chords using pedals and levers and
how these chords function within different keys. Readers will find practical tips for applying chord
theory directly to their playing.

4. Essential Chord Charts for Pedal Steel Guitar Players

A handy reference book, this volume offers a wide array of chord charts organized by key and
tuning. It is designed for quick look-up during practice or performance. The clear and concise chord
diagrams make it an invaluable resource for pedal steel guitarists of all skill levels.

5. The Pedal Steel Guitar Chord Encyclopedia

This encyclopedia provides an exhaustive collection of pedal steel guitar chords, including standard
and alternative voicings. It features detailed illustrations and notes on pedal and lever combinations
needed to achieve each chord. The book is ideal for players seeking to expand their chord
vocabulary and versatility.

6. Advanced Pedal Steel Guitar Chord Techniques

Targeting advanced players, this book explores sophisticated chord voicings and intricate pedal
setups. It includes exercises designed to develop precision and speed in chord changes. Additionally,
it covers how to use extended chords and chord substitutions to enhance musical expression.

7. The Pedal Steel Guitar Chord Bible

This extensive chord bible compiles hundreds of pedal steel guitar chords categorized by tuning and
style. It serves as a practical guide for session musicians and students aiming for comprehensive
chord knowledge. The book also highlights common chord progressions used in country, western
swing, and jazz styles.

8. Pedal Steel Guitar Chords Made Simple

A beginner-friendly book, it breaks down complex chords into easy-to-understand shapes and
patterns. The instructional approach emphasizes learning through repetition and practical
application. It is an excellent starting point for those new to the pedal steel guitar who want to build
a strong chord foundation.

9. Chord Charts and Exercises for Pedal Steel Guitar

This workbook combines chord charts with targeted exercises to improve muscle memory and chord
transitions. It includes practice routines designed to help players internalize chord shapes and pedal
movements. The exercises cater to multiple skill levels, making it adaptable for ongoing learning and
improvement.
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