
peters shotgun shells history
Peters shotgun shells history is a fascinating journey through the development of one of the most
recognized names in ammunition manufacturing. Founded in the 19th century, Peters has played a
significant role in the evolution of shotgun shells, contributing to advancements in technology and
quality that have shaped the shooting sports and hunting industries. This article will explore the
history of Peters shotgun shells, their innovations, and their lasting impact on the market.

Early Beginnings of Peters Ammunition

The Peters Cartridge Company was established in 1887 in the United States by George E. Peters. The
company began by producing a variety of ammunition, but it quickly gained prominence in the
shotgun shell market. The late 19th century was a time of rapid industrial growth in America, with
advancements in manufacturing processes and materials that would set the stage for future
innovations in ammunition.

Initial Innovations

Peters made a name for itself by introducing several key innovations in shotgun shell design and
manufacturing, including:

- The Brass Head: Early shotgun shells had wooden or paper bases. Peters introduced brass heads,
which provided better durability and a more consistent seal with the shotgun chamber.
- Smokeless Powder: In the late 1890s, Peters began using smokeless powder in their cartridges,
which offered cleaner burning and reduced residue in firearms compared to black powder.

These innovations positioned Peters as a leading manufacturer in the growing shotgun shell market.

The Rise of Peters Shotgun Shells

As the demand for shotguns grew, particularly for hunting and sport shooting, Peters capitalized on
the market's expansion. By the early 1900s, the company's shotgun shells were widely recognized for
their quality and reliability.

World War I Impact

The outbreak of World War I spurred significant growth in the ammunition industry, and Peters was no
exception. During the war, the company ramped up production to meet the needs of the military. This
experience not only increased the company's capabilities but also helped Peters refine its
manufacturing processes.



After the war, Peters returned to civilian markets with enhanced production techniques and a
reputation for quality that would solidify its standing in the shooting community.

Innovations in the 20th Century

Throughout the 20th century, Peters continued to innovate and introduce new products to the
shotgun shell market. Some of the notable advancements include:

Plastic Hulls

In the 1960s, Peters was one of the first manufacturers to introduce plastic shotgun shells. This
innovation offered several advantages over traditional paper hulls, including:

- Water Resistance: Plastic shells are less susceptible to moisture, making them more reliable in wet
conditions.
- Durability: Plastic hulls are more robust and can withstand the rigors of handling and storage better
than paper.
- Recyclability: The introduction of plastic also allowed for easier recycling, contributing to more
environmentally friendly practices in ammunition manufacturing.

High-Performance Loads

Peters also focused on developing high-performance loads that catered to various shooting
applications. Some of the most popular products included:

- Peters Premier: Known for its consistency and performance, the Premier line became a favorite
among competitive shooters and hunters alike.
- Peters Blue Magic: This line of shells was designed specifically for waterfowl hunting, featuring
specialized shot and wads to improve performance in the field.

These advancements in product lines helped Peters maintain its reputation as a leader in shotgun
ammunition.

The Acquisition and Merger Era

As the ammunition market continued to evolve, Peters faced increasing competition. In 1934, Peters
Cartridge Company was acquired by Remington Arms Company, which further expanded their reach
and resources. This merger allowed Peters to leverage Remington's extensive distribution network
while continuing to produce high-quality shotgun shells under the Peters brand.



Branding and Marketing

With the merger, Peters began to focus more on branding and marketing strategies to differentiate its
products in a crowded marketplace. Some of the marketing strategies included:

- Sponsorships and Events: Peters sponsored various shooting events and competitions, aligning its
brand with the sport's elite.
- Advertising Campaigns: The company launched advertising campaigns that highlighted the reliability
and performance of Peters shotgun shells, appealing to both hunters and competitive shooters.

These initiatives helped Peters maintain a loyal customer base and attract new shooters to the brand.

Continued Evolution and Modern Innovations

In the late 20th and early 21st centuries, Peters continued to innovate, adapting to the changing
landscape of the shooting sports industry. The introduction of newer technologies and materials has
further enhanced the performance of Peters shotgun shells.

Non-Toxic Shot

With increasing regulations regarding lead shot in hunting, Peters has responded by developing non-
toxic shot alternatives. These environmentally friendly options have made it easier for hunters to
comply with regulations while still enjoying high-quality ammunition.

Smart Ammunition Technologies

As technology has advanced, Peters has explored the integration of smart technologies into their
ammunition. These innovations include:

- Electronic Tracking: The potential for tracking ammunition performance in real-time.
- Enhanced Ballistics: Improvements in shell design that optimize performance and reduce recoil.

While these technologies are still in development, they demonstrate Peters' commitment to remaining
at the forefront of the ammunition industry.

The Legacy of Peters Shotgun Shells

Peters shotgun shells have become synonymous with quality and reliability in the shooting
community. The company's long-standing history and commitment to innovation have allowed it to
adapt to changing market demands while maintaining its reputation.



Community Involvement

Peters has also been active in supporting the shooting sports community through various initiatives,
including:

- Shooting Sports Scholarships: Providing financial support to young athletes pursuing competitive
shooting.
- Conservation Efforts: Partnering with organizations focused on wildlife conservation and habitat
restoration.

These efforts have helped to solidify Peters' position as a responsible and community-oriented brand.

Conclusion

The history of Peters shotgun shells is a testament to the company's resilience and adaptability in
the face of changing industry dynamics. From its early innovations in the late 19th century to its
modern advancements in ammunition technology, Peters has remained a trusted name in the
shooting sports and hunting communities. As the company continues to evolve, it is poised to remain
a significant player in the ammunition market for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year did Peter's Cartridge Company begin producing
shotgun shells?
Peter's Cartridge Company began producing shotgun shells in 1887.

What was the significance of Peter's Cartridge Company's
introduction of the 'Peters High Velocity' shotgun shell?
The 'Peters High Velocity' shotgun shell, introduced in the early 20th century, was significant for its
increased speed and improved performance, leading to better accuracy and range for shooters.

Which company acquired Peter's Cartridge Company in 1934?
In 1934, the Remington Arms Company acquired Peter's Cartridge Company.

How did Peter's shotgun shells contribute to the evolution of
ammunition technology?
Peter's shotgun shells contributed to the evolution of ammunition technology by pioneering
innovations such as the use of plastic wads and improved shot materials, enhancing performance and
reliability.



What types of shotgun shells did Peter's Cartridge Company
primarily manufacture?
Peter's Cartridge Company primarily manufactured lead shot shells, including both target and hunting
loads, as well as specialty shells for various shooting sports.

What was the impact of World War II on Peter's shotgun shell
production?
During World War II, Peter's shotgun shell production was redirected to support the war effort,
producing ammunition for military use, which impacted civilian availability.

What are some of the collectible Peter's shotgun shell boxes?
Collectible Peter's shotgun shell boxes include the vintage cardboard boxes featuring colorful
graphics, often sought after by collectors for their historical significance and unique designs.

What legacy did Peter's shotgun shells leave in the shooting
sports community?
The legacy of Peter's shotgun shells in the shooting sports community includes a reputation for
quality and performance, influencing modern manufacturers and remaining popular among
enthusiasts and collectors.
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