
physical therapy degree colorado
physical therapy degree colorado programs offer aspiring healthcare professionals a
comprehensive pathway to enter the dynamic field of physical therapy. With the increasing demand
for skilled physical therapists in Colorado and nationwide, obtaining a physical therapy degree in
this state equips students with the essential knowledge and clinical experience to provide effective
rehabilitation services. This article delves into the various types of physical therapy degrees
available in Colorado, admission requirements, curriculum structure, accredited institutions, clinical
training opportunities, and career prospects after graduation. Additionally, it highlights licensure
and certification processes specifically relevant to Colorado graduates. Whether considering an
entry-level degree or advanced studies, understanding these components is crucial for a successful
physical therapy career in Colorado. The following sections will provide detailed insights to guide
prospective students through the educational landscape of physical therapy degrees in Colorado.
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Overview of Physical Therapy Degrees in Colorado
Physical therapy degree Colorado options primarily focus on the Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT)
degree, which is the required credential for professional practice. Historically, physical therapy
education included bachelor's and master's degrees, but the DPT has become the standard entry-
level degree. Students can also pursue related undergraduate degrees in exercise science or
kinesiology as a foundation before advancing to a DPT program. These programs emphasize
anatomy, physiology, biomechanics, and patient care, preparing students to support individuals
recovering from injuries or managing chronic conditions.

Types of Degrees Available
The main degrees related to physical therapy in Colorado include:

Bachelor’s Degree in Related Fields: Programs such as exercise science, health sciences,
or kinesiology provide foundational knowledge and prerequisites for DPT programs.



Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT): The terminal professional degree required for licensure,
focusing on advanced clinical skills and evidence-based practice.

Post-Professional DPT Programs: For licensed physical therapists seeking advanced
training and specialization.

Admission Requirements for Physical Therapy
Programs
Admission criteria for physical therapy degree Colorado programs are competitive and designed to
ensure candidates possess the academic background and personal qualities necessary for success.
Applicants typically must complete specific prerequisite courses and demonstrate relevant
healthcare experience.

Prerequisite Coursework
Common prerequisite courses include:

General Biology with lab

General Chemistry with lab

Physics with lab

Anatomy and Physiology

Psychology

Statistics

These courses build a strong scientific foundation essential for advanced physical therapy studies.

Additional Admission Criteria
Beyond coursework, programs evaluate applicants based on:

Grade Point Average (GPA), often with a minimum above 3.0

GRE (Graduate Record Examination) scores, if required

Letters of recommendation from academic or professional sources

Personal statements or essays outlining motivation and goals



Documented clinical or volunteer experience in physical therapy settings

Curriculum and Coursework
The curriculum of a physical therapy degree Colorado program is rigorous and integrates theoretical
knowledge with practical skills. The typical DPT program spans three years and covers various
subjects essential for competent practice.

Core Coursework
Key components of the curriculum include:

Anatomy and Physiology: In-depth study of human body systems and functions.

Biomechanics and Kinesiology: Analysis of movement mechanics relevant to rehabilitation.

Pathophysiology: Understanding disease processes and their effects on physical function.

Therapeutic Interventions: Techniques such as manual therapy, exercise prescription, and
modalities.

Neuroscience: Study of the nervous system’s role in movement and recovery.

Clinical Reasoning and Ethics: Decision-making frameworks and professional standards.

Clinical Education
Hands-on clinical education is integral to physical therapy training. Students engage in multiple
clinical rotations, gaining exposure to diverse patient populations and treatment environments.
These experiences are supervised by licensed physical therapists and are vital for skill development
and professional confidence.

Accredited Physical Therapy Schools in Colorado
Choosing an accredited physical therapy degree Colorado program is critical for ensuring
educational quality and eligibility for licensure. Accreditation is granted by the Commission on
Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE), which evaluates programs based on
curriculum rigor, faculty qualifications, and clinical resources.



Notable Programs in Colorado
Some of the prominent institutions offering accredited DPT programs include:

University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus

Colorado State University

Regis University

Each school offers unique program features, clinical partnerships, and research opportunities,
catering to a range of student interests and career goals.

Clinical Training and Internship Opportunities
Clinical training is a cornerstone of physical therapy education in Colorado. Programs coordinate
internships in hospitals, outpatient clinics, rehabilitation centers, and community health settings to
provide comprehensive practical experience.

Types of Clinical Placements

Orthopedic Clinics: Rehabilitation focused on musculoskeletal injuries and surgeries.

Neurological Rehabilitation: Treatment of patients with stroke, spinal cord injuries, or
neurodegenerative conditions.

Pediatric Therapy: Addressing developmental and physical challenges in children.

Geriatric Care: Managing age-related functional decline and chronic diseases.

Sports Medicine: Injury prevention and recovery for athletes.

Benefits of Clinical Experience
Clinical internships enhance students' communication skills, clinical reasoning, and hands-on
proficiency. They also facilitate networking with licensed professionals and potential employers
within Colorado’s healthcare community.

Licensure and Certification in Colorado
Graduates of physical therapy degree Colorado programs must obtain licensure to practice legally
within the state. The licensure process involves meeting educational requirements, passing national



and state examinations, and fulfilling any additional state-specific mandates.

Licensing Steps

Graduate from a CAPTE-accredited DPT program.1.

Pass the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE) administered by the Federation of2.
State Boards of Physical Therapy.

Apply for licensure through the Colorado Physical Therapy Board.3.

Complete any required jurisprudence exams or background checks.4.

Maintain licensure through continuing education as required by Colorado regulations.5.

Optional Certifications
Physical therapists in Colorado may pursue specialty certifications to enhance their expertise, such
as:

Orthopedic Certified Specialist (OCS)

Neurologic Certified Specialist (NCS)

Sports Certified Specialist (SCS)

Pediatric Certified Specialist (PCS)

These credentials can improve job prospects and professional development.

Career Outlook and Job Opportunities
The demand for physical therapists in Colorado continues to grow due to an aging population,
increased awareness of rehabilitative care, and expanding healthcare services. Graduates with a
physical therapy degree Colorado are well-positioned to secure employment in diverse settings
across the state.

Employment Settings

Hospitals and acute care facilities



Outpatient rehabilitation clinics

Skilled nursing and long-term care centers

Home health agencies

Sports organizations and fitness centers

Schools and pediatric therapy centers

Salary and Growth
Physical therapists in Colorado earn competitive salaries that reflect training and expertise, with
opportunities for advancement into leadership, education, or specialized clinical roles. The U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics projects steady growth in employment for physical therapists nationwide,
including Colorado, making it a promising field for new graduates.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the top universities in Colorado offering a physical
therapy degree?
Top universities in Colorado offering physical therapy degrees include the University of Colorado
Anschutz Medical Campus and Regis University, both known for their accredited Doctor of Physical
Therapy (DPT) programs.

How long does it take to complete a physical therapy degree in
Colorado?
A Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree in Colorado typically takes about 3 years to complete
after earning a bachelor's degree.

What is the average cost of a physical therapy degree program
in Colorado?
The average cost for a Doctor of Physical Therapy program in Colorado ranges from $40,000 to
$70,000 per year, depending on the institution and residency status.

Are there online physical therapy degree programs available in
Colorado?
While some prerequisite courses may be available online, accredited physical therapy programs in
Colorado require on-campus clinical and lab work, so fully online DPT degrees are generally not



offered.

What are the licensing requirements for physical therapists in
Colorado after earning a degree?
After earning a DPT degree, graduates must pass the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE)
and apply for licensure through the Colorado Physical Therapy Board to practice legally in the state.

Can I work as a physical therapy assistant with a physical
therapy degree in Colorado?
Yes, but physical therapy assistants usually require an associate degree and specific licensure; a
physical therapy degree is for becoming a licensed physical therapist, which is a higher level of
practice.

What job prospects are available for physical therapy
graduates in Colorado?
Colorado has a growing demand for physical therapists in hospitals, outpatient clinics, rehabilitation
centers, and home health care, offering strong job prospects for graduates.

Are there scholarship opportunities for physical therapy
students in Colorado?
Yes, many Colorado universities and private organizations offer scholarships and financial aid
specifically for physical therapy students based on merit, need, or diversity.

What is the average salary for physical therapists in Colorado?
The average salary for physical therapists in Colorado is approximately $85,000 to $95,000 per year,
depending on experience, location, and work setting.

Additional Resources
1. Physical Therapy Education in Colorado: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides an in-depth overview of the physical therapy programs available in Colorado,
detailing the curriculum, admission requirements, and clinical experiences. It is an essential
resource for prospective students aiming to pursue a physical therapy degree in the state.
Additionally, it offers insights into the job market and career opportunities in Colorado’s healthcare
system.

2. Foundations of Physical Therapy Practice: Colorado Edition
Tailored specifically for students studying physical therapy in Colorado, this text covers fundamental
principles and techniques with a focus on regional healthcare standards. It includes case studies
from Colorado clinics and rehabilitation centers, helping students apply theory to real-world
scenarios. The book also highlights state-specific licensing requirements and professional ethics.



3. Clinical Anatomy for Physical Therapists in Colorado
This resource focuses on the anatomical knowledge essential for physical therapy students and
practitioners in Colorado. It integrates clinical applications with detailed anatomical illustrations,
emphasizing musculoskeletal conditions prevalent in the region. The book is designed to enhance
understanding of human anatomy to improve patient assessment and treatment outcomes.

4. Physical Therapy Licensing Exam Prep: Colorado Focus
A targeted study guide for students preparing for the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE)
with additional emphasis on Colorado’s state-specific regulations. It features practice questions,
test-taking strategies, and review sections covering all core subjects. This guide aims to increase the
success rate of aspiring physical therapists in Colorado.

5. Rehabilitation Techniques and Modalities in Colorado Healthcare
This book explores various rehabilitation methods and modalities utilized in Colorado’s physical
therapy practices. It covers evidence-based approaches for treating common injuries and chronic
conditions within the state. Students and professionals will find practical guidance on integrating
modern technologies and therapies in clinical settings.

6. Physical Therapy Ethics and Professionalism in Colorado
Focusing on the ethical considerations and professional responsibilities unique to physical therapy
practice in Colorado, this book discusses patient rights, confidentiality, and cultural competence. It
prepares students to navigate complex ethical dilemmas they may encounter during their education
and careers. The text also reviews state laws and professional standards governing physical therapy.

7. Sports Physical Therapy in Colorado: Principles and Practice
This title addresses the growing field of sports physical therapy within Colorado, emphasizing injury
prevention and performance enhancement for athletes. It includes treatment protocols for common
sports injuries and rehabilitation strategies tailored to the state’s diverse athletic population. The
book is ideal for students interested in specializing in sports medicine.

8. Research Methods for Physical Therapy Students in Colorado
Designed for physical therapy students conducting research projects or theses, this book covers
research design, data analysis, and evidence-based practice within the context of Colorado’s
healthcare environment. It encourages critical thinking and application of scientific methods to
improve clinical practice. The text also highlights local research opportunities and resources.

9. Physical Therapy Career Paths and Opportunities in Colorado
This guide explores various career trajectories available to physical therapy graduates in Colorado,
including clinical practice, academia, and healthcare administration. It provides advice on job
searching, networking, and continuing education within the state. The book also features interviews
with Colorado-based professionals sharing their experiences and insights.
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