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Persepolis is a compelling graphic novel by Marjane Satrapi that chronicles
her childhood and early adult years in Iran during and after the Islamic
Revolution. The narrative is rich with historical context, personal
struggles, and the quest for identity, all conveyed through striking black-
and-white illustrations. One of the essential elements that enhance the story
is its diverse cast of characters, each contributing to the narrative's depth
and complexity. In this article, we will explore the principal characters of
Persepolis, examining their roles, relationships, and the impact they have on
Marjane's journey.

Key Characters in Persepolis

The characters in Persepolis are not just individuals but represent broader
themes of culture, resilience, and the struggle for freedom. Here, we outline
the main characters that play significant roles in Marjane’s life and the
narrative.

1. Marjane Satrapi

Marjane is the protagonist and narrator of Persepolis. As a young girl, she
experiences the complexities of growing up in a tumultuous political
landscape.

- Characteristics:
- Intelligent and outspoken, Marjane is depicted as a precocious child with a
strong sense of justice.
- She grapples with her identity as she transitions from childhood to
adulthood amidst social upheaval.

- Development:
- Throughout the novel, Marjane evolves from a naive girl into a more aware
young woman, facing the realities of political oppression and cultural
expectations.
- Her journey reflects the struggle of many Iranians who sought freedom and
self-expression during restrictive times.

2. Marjane’s Parents

Marjane’s parents, Ebi and Anoosh, are pivotal in shaping her understanding
of the world.

- Ebi Satrapi:
- A progressive man who supports his daughter's independence.
- Works as an engineer and often engages in political discussions at home.

- Anoosh Satrapi:
- Marjane’s maternal uncle who plays a crucial role in her life.
- A former political prisoner, his stories of the past offer Marjane a
glimpse into the struggles faced by their family and the broader society.



- Impact on Marjane:
- Both parents encourage Marjane to think critically about her surroundings
and instill in her the value of freedom and education.
- They serve as her support system, guiding her through the challenges of
adolescence in a repressive regime.

3. Grandmother

Marjane's grandmother serves as a bridge between generations, offering wisdom
and perspective.

- Characteristics:
- A strong and resilient woman, she provides emotional support to Marjane.
- Shares stories from her own life, which help Marjane understand the
importance of heritage and family history.

- Role in the Narrative:
- Her experiences and insights regarding the political changes in Iran help
ground Marjane's understanding of her identity and cultural background.

4. Mehri

Mehri is the Satrapi family’s maid, and her relationship with Marjane
highlights class differences within Iranian society.

- Background:
- Mehri falls in love with a neighbor boy, which serves as a critical turning
point in the story.

- Significance:
- Marjane learns about the social inequalities that exist in Iran through
Mehri's experiences.
- Mehri’s unrequited love and eventual heartbreak symbolize the limitations
placed on women and the working class.

5. The Veil and Female Characters

The imposition of the veil and the experiences of female characters in
Persepolis reflect the broader theme of women's rights in Iran.

- Women in Marjane's Life:
- Characters like her mother, grandmother, and female classmates showcase
diverse reactions to the veil and the new laws imposed by the regime.

- Impact of the Veil:
- The veil serves as a symbol of oppression but also as a point of contention
and rebellion for many women.
- Marjane’s evolving attitude towards the veil represents her struggle for
autonomy and self-definition.



6. Friends and Schoolmates

Marjane’s interactions with her friends provide insight into the youth
culture of Iran during the revolution.

- Key Friends:
- Nikan: A boy who shares Marjane's rebellious spirit and love for punk
music.
- Shirin: A friend who influences Marjane’s views on fashion and self-
expression.

- Significance:
- These friendships highlight the clash between traditional values and modern
influences, reflecting the tensions experienced by Iranian youth.
- Marjane’s friendships serve as a counterbalance to the oppressive political
climate, allowing her to explore her identity.

Supporting Characters and Historical Figures

In addition to the main characters, Persepolis features several supporting
characters, some of whom are historical figures that contribute to the
story's context.

1. Political Figures

The narrative includes references to prominent political figures such as the
Shah and Ayatollah Khomeini.

- The Shah:
- Represents the authoritarian regime that ruled Iran before the revolution.
- His overthrow marks a significant turning point in Marjane's life and the
nation's history.

- Ayatollah Khomeini:
- His rise to power and the establishment of the Islamic Republic
dramatically change the socio-political landscape of Iran.
- Khomeini’s policies on women and education directly impact Marjane and her
peers.

2. The Activists and Intellectuals

Several characters symbolize the intellectual resistance against oppressive
regimes.

- The political prisoners:
- Characters like Anoosh and other former political prisoners serve as
reminders of the sacrifices made for freedom.

- Students and Protesters:
- Marjane's education and exposure to revolutionary ideas come from her
interactions with students who oppose the regime.



3. The Western Influence

The presence of Western culture through characters and events adds another
layer to Marjane's identity crisis.

- Western Friends:
- Marjane's brief experiences in Europe expose her to different lifestyles
and ideologies, leading to conflict with her Iranian identity.

- Cultural Dichotomy:
- The contrast between her life in Iran and experiences abroad highlights the
complexities of cultural identity, particularly for Iranian youth.

Conclusion

The characters in Persepolis are intricately woven into the fabric of Marjane
Satrapi’s narrative, each contributing to her understanding of identity,
culture, and the political landscape of Iran. Through her family, friends,
and the political figures that shape her world, Marjane navigates the
challenges of growing up in a country fraught with conflict. The depth and
diversity of these characters not only enrich the story but also resonate
with universal themes of resilience, freedom, and the quest for self-
expression. Ultimately, Persepolis invites readers to reflect on their own
identities while offering a poignant glimpse into the complexities of life in
a changing world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Marjane Satrapi in 'Persepolis'?

Marjane Satrapi is the protagonist and narrator of 'Persepolis', a graphic
memoir that depicts her childhood and early adult years in Iran during and
after the Islamic Revolution.

What role does Marjane's parents play in the story?

Marjane's parents are progressive and politically active, influencing her
worldview and providing her with a strong foundation of values as they
navigate the complexities of life under a repressive regime.

Who is Anoosh and what is his significance in
'Persepolis'?

Anoosh is Marjane's uncle who had been imprisoned for his political beliefs.
He represents the sacrifices made for freedom and serves as a source of
inspiration and insight for Marjane.

What does the character of Grandma symbolize in the



graphic novel?

Grandma symbolizes resilience and the importance of family heritage, sharing
stories of the past that highlight the struggles faced by previous
generations in Iran.

How does the character of the veil represent broader
themes in 'Persepolis'?

The veil represents the oppression of women and the loss of personal freedom
in post-revolutionary Iran, illustrating Marjane's internal conflict between
her identity and societal expectations.

Who is Mrs. Nasrine in 'Persepolis' and what does she
represent?

Mrs. Nasrine is Marjane's maid, who represents the working class and the
impact of political changes on ordinary people, highlighting issues of social
inequality.

What is the role of the character of Ramin in
Marjane's life?

Ramin is a classmate of Marjane's who becomes a symbol of the complexities of
childhood friendships amidst political tensions, as their relationship is
tested by the historical context of the story.

How does the character of God serve as a narrative
device in 'Persepolis'?

God appears as a character in Marjane's imagination, representing her
struggles with faith and doubt, and serving as a reflection of her inner
thoughts during times of turmoil.
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