
pe environmental practice exam
PE Environmental Practice Exam is an essential tool for aspiring professional engineers aiming to
demonstrate their expertise in environmental engineering. The Principles and Practice of Engineering
(PE) exam is a requirement for obtaining a professional engineering license in the United States. This
article delves into the significance of the PE Environmental Practice Exam, the topics covered,
preparation strategies, and resources to ensure candidates are well-prepared for this crucial
assessment.

Understanding the PE Environmental Exam

The PE Environmental exam is tailored for engineers who have a background in environmental
engineering or related fields. It assesses the candidate's understanding of environmental regulations,
systems design, and implementation of engineering solutions that address environmental challenges.

Exam Format

The exam is typically composed of:

- Length: 8 hours, divided into two sessions.
- Questions: Approximately 80 multiple-choice questions.
- Types of Questions: The questions may include conceptual problems, calculations, and application-
based scenarios.

The PE Environmental exam is administered by the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and
Surveying (NCEES) and is held twice a year.

Eligibility Criteria

To sit for the PE Environmental exam, candidates must meet certain prerequisites, including:

1. Education: A bachelor's degree in engineering from an accredited program.
2. Experience: At least four years of work experience under the supervision of a licensed professional
engineer.
3. Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) Exam: Successful completion of the FE exam is required before
taking the PE exam.

Core Topics Covered in the Exam

The PE Environmental exam covers a wide array of topics critical to environmental engineering. Below
are the core areas of focus:



1. Water Resources

- Hydrology
- Groundwater flow and management
- Water quality assessment and treatment
- Stormwater management

2. Waste Management

- Solid waste management practices
- Hazardous waste management
- Waste minimization strategies
- Recycling and resource recovery

3. Air Quality

- Air pollution control technologies
- Emission inventories
- Regulatory frameworks (e.g., Clean Air Act)
- Atmospheric dispersion modeling

4. Environmental Regulations

- Understanding federal, state, and local regulations
- Environmental impact assessments
- Compliance strategies
- Environmental health and safety standards

5. Environmental Systems Design

- Design of treatment systems (e.g., wastewater, air, solid waste)
- Sustainable design principles
- Life cycle analysis of environmental systems
- Risk assessment and management

Preparation Strategies

Preparing for the PE Environmental Practice Exam requires a structured approach. Here are some
effective strategies:



1. Review the NCEES Exam Specifications

The NCEES provides detailed exam specifications that outline the topics and subtopics covered in the
exam. Familiarizing yourself with these specifications is crucial for targeted study.

2. Create a Study Plan

A well-structured study plan can increase efficiency. Consider the following steps:

- Assessment: Identify your strengths and weaknesses across the core topics.
- Timeline: Allocate time for each topic based on your comfort level.
- Resources: Select appropriate study materials and resources.

3. Utilize Study Materials

Investing in quality study materials can make a significant difference. Recommended resources
include:

- Textbooks: Standard environmental engineering textbooks can provide comprehensive knowledge.
- Review Courses: Consider enrolling in a review course tailored for the PE Environmental exam.
- Practice Exams: Taking practice exams can help familiarize you with the format and timing.

4. Form Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can enhance understanding. Study groups allow for discussion, sharing of
resources, and clarification of complex topics.

5. Practice Problem Solving

The PE exam is practice-oriented, so it is vital to work through as many problems as possible. Focus
on:

- Calculations: Practice numerical problems that require calculations relevant to environmental
engineering.
- Case Studies: Analyze case studies to apply theoretical knowledge to real-world scenarios.

Exam Day Preparation

As the exam day approaches, it is important to prepare both mentally and physically.



1. Logistics

- Location: Confirm the exam location and plan your travel.
- Materials: Ensure you have all the required materials, such as a calculator, identification, and
permitted reference materials.

2. Mental Preparation

- Relaxation Techniques: Practice relaxation techniques such as deep breathing to manage anxiety.
- Mock Exams: Simulate exam conditions by taking full-length practice exams.

3. Nutrition and Rest

- Sleep: Ensure you are well-rested the night before the exam.
- Food: Eat a balanced meal to maintain energy levels during the exam.

Resources for PE Environmental Exam Preparation

Numerous resources can aid in exam preparation. Here are some valuable options:

1. NCEES Website

The NCEES website offers essential information about the exam, including specifications, registration
details, and recommended study materials.

2. Professional Organizations

Organizations such as the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) and the American Academy of
Environmental Engineers and Scientists (AAEES) offer resources and networking opportunities that
can be beneficial.

3. Online Forums and Communities

Engaging in online forums such as Reddit, Engineer Boards, or LinkedIn groups can connect you with
fellow candidates, providing support and resources.



4. Review Books and Study Guides

Investing in review books specifically designed for the PE Environmental exam can be particularly
beneficial. Popular titles include:

- "Environmental Engineering: Review for the Professional Engineering Examination" by Richard A.
Davis.
- "PE Environmental Engineering Practice Exam" by John A. Dorsey.

Conclusion

The PE Environmental Practice Exam is a pivotal step in advancing an engineering career in the
environmental field. By understanding the exam's structure, core topics, and preparation strategies,
candidates can approach the test with confidence. Utilizing available resources and creating a
targeted study plan will enhance their chances of success. Ultimately, passing the PE exam not only
validates an engineer's expertise but also opens doors to greater professional opportunities within the
environmental engineering sector.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are typically covered on the PE Environmental
Practice Exam?
The PE Environmental Practice Exam usually covers topics such as water resources, wastewater
management, air quality, solid waste management, environmental regulations, and site remediation.

How can I best prepare for the PE Environmental Practice
Exam?
To prepare effectively, candidates should review the exam specification, study relevant materials
such as textbooks and online courses, practice with sample questions, and consider joining study
groups or review classes.

What is the format of the PE Environmental Practice Exam?
The exam is typically a computer-based test consisting of 80 questions that must be completed in a
specified time frame, usually around 8 hours, including both morning and afternoon sessions.

Are there any recommended study materials for the PE
Environmental Practice Exam?
Yes, recommended study materials include the NCEES PE Environmental Reference Handbook, review
textbooks, online courses, and practice exams from reputable engineering education providers.



What is the passing score for the PE Environmental Practice
Exam?
The passing score can vary by exam administration, but it is generally around 70-75% correct
answers, based on the specific scoring guidelines set by NCEES.

Can I take the PE Environmental Practice Exam without a
degree in environmental engineering?
Candidates typically need a degree in engineering from an ABET-accredited program or equivalent
credentials, but those with related degrees and relevant work experience may also qualify.

When is the PE Environmental Practice Exam offered?
The PE Environmental Practice Exam is offered twice a year, typically in the spring and fall, with
specific registration deadlines that candidates need to be aware of.
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