
personification worksheets for middle school
Personification worksheets for middle school serve as an essential tool for educators to engage
students with the powerful literary device known as personification. This figure of speech involves
attributing human characteristics to non-human entities, thereby allowing students to explore
language creatively and understand how it can evoke emotions and imagery. As middle schoolers
transition from basic literacy to advanced comprehension, personification worksheets can help
enhance their analytical skills, creative expression, and appreciation for literature. This article will
delve into the importance of personification, how to effectively use worksheets in the classroom, and
provide several activities and examples.

Understanding Personification

What is Personification?

Personification is a literary technique that gives human-like qualities to animals, inanimate objects,
or abstract concepts. This device not only enriches the text but also deepens the reader's connection
to the narrative. By making the non-human relatable, writers can convey complex emotions and
themes effectively.

Examples of Personification:
- The wind whispered through the trees.
- Time marches on.
- The flowers danced in the breeze.

These examples show how personification can enhance imagery and create a more engaging reading
experience.

Why is Personification Important in Middle School Education?

At the middle school level, students are developing their critical thinking and analytical skills.
Understanding personification is crucial for several reasons:

1. Enhances Creativity: By using personification, students can learn to express their thoughts and
ideas more vividly.
2. Improves Comprehension: Recognizing personification helps students understand deeper
meanings in texts, fostering greater literary analysis.
3. Encourages Emotional Connection: When students relate to characters or concepts through
personification, they engage on an emotional level, making literature more impactful.
4. Boosts Writing Skills: Incorporating personification into their writing allows students to create
more dynamic and engaging narratives.



Using Personification Worksheets in the Classroom

Personification worksheets can be an effective way to introduce and reinforce the concept of
personification in a structured manner. Here are some strategies for using these worksheets in a
middle school setting:

1. Introduce the Concept

Begin by explaining what personification is, using relatable examples. Discuss why authors use this
device and how it can change the tone or meaning of a text. This foundational knowledge will set the
stage for the activities that follow.

2. Engage with Examples

Provide students with excerpts from literature that utilize personification. Encourage them to
identify the instances of personification and discuss the effects on the overall meaning. This exercise
will deepen their understanding and analytical skills.

3. Incorporate Creative Activities

Worksheets can include various activities that combine both analysis and creativity. Here are some
examples:

- Identify and Illustrate: Have students read a passage and identify instances of personification.
Then, they can draw illustrations that represent those personified elements.
- Rewrite Sentences: Provide students with sentences that use straightforward descriptions. Ask
them to rewrite these sentences using personification, encouraging them to think creatively.
- Create Original Poems: Challenge students to write a short poem or a paragraph that includes
personification. This allows them to experiment with the device in their writing.

Sample Personification Worksheets

Creating effective worksheets for personification can involve various formats, such as fill-in-the-
blank exercises, matching activities, and creative writing prompts. Here are a few sample activities:

1. Fill-in-the-Blank Exercise

Instructions: Complete the following sentences by filling in the blanks with appropriate
personification.



- The __________ (object) __________ (verb) like a __________ (human action).
- The __________ (nature element) __________ (verb) with joy.

Example Answers:
- The sun smiled down on the children playing in the park.
- The leaves whispered secrets to each other.

2. Matching Activity

Instructions: Match the phrase on the left with its personified interpretation on the right.

| Phrase | Personification Interpretation |
|-----------------------------|---------------------------------------|
| The clock ticked loudly | A clock that can express emotions |
| The trees stood tall | Trees that take pride in their height |
| The car roared to life | A car that can make sounds like a lion|

Example Answers:
- The clock ticked loudly - A clock that can express emotions.
- The trees stood tall - Trees that take pride in their height.
- The car roared to life - A car that can make sounds like a lion.

3. Creative Writing Prompt

Instructions: Write a short story or poem that includes at least three examples of personification.
Use descriptive language to create vivid imagery.

Example Prompt:
"Write a story about a rainy day where the rain and clouds have human-like emotions. Describe how
the rain feels about watering the flowers and how the clouds react to the sun breaking through."

Assessment and Feedback

After completing the worksheets, it's important to assess students' understanding of personification.
This can be done through:

1. Peer Review: Have students exchange their creative writing pieces and provide feedback on the
use of personification.
2. Class Discussion: Facilitate a discussion where students share their favorite examples of
personification and its impact on their writing.
3. Quizzes: Create a short quiz that tests students' ability to identify personification in various
sentences.

Providing constructive feedback will help students refine their understanding and application of
personification in their writing and reading comprehension.



Conclusion

Personification worksheets for middle school are valuable educational resources that not only
introduce students to a critical literary device but also encourage creativity and deeper
comprehension. By engaging with personification through various activities, students can enhance
their language skills, foster emotional connections to literature, and improve their writing abilities.
Through careful implementation of worksheets and thoughtful assessment, educators can effectively
teach this important concept and inspire a love for language and literature among their students. As
students learn to personify the world around them, they will also discover new ways to express
themselves and connect with their reading materials, making the study of literature a more
enriching experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are personification worksheets and how can they benefit
middle school students?
Personification worksheets are educational resources that help students understand and practice the
literary device of personification, where human attributes are given to non-human entities. They
benefit middle school students by enhancing their creative writing skills, deepening their
comprehension of figurative language, and encouraging critical thinking about texts.

What types of activities are commonly included in
personification worksheets for middle school?
Common activities include identifying personification in sentences, rewriting sentences to include
personification, creating original sentences or poems using personification, and analyzing texts or
excerpts that utilize this literary device.

Are there any online resources where I can find
personification worksheets for middle school?
Yes, there are several online resources such as educational websites, teaching blogs, and platforms
like Teachers Pay Teachers or Education.com that offer downloadable personification worksheets
specifically designed for middle school students.

How can teachers effectively use personification worksheets in
the classroom?
Teachers can use personification worksheets as part of a lesson on figurative language,
incorporating them into group activities, homework assignments, or creative writing projects. They
may also facilitate discussions about the effects of personification in literature to enhance
understanding.



What are some examples of personification that students
might encounter in literature?
Examples of personification include phrases like 'the wind whispered through the trees,' 'the sun
smiled down on us,' and 'time flew by.' These examples illustrate how writers use personification to
create vivid imagery and convey emotions.

How can personification worksheets help improve students'
writing skills?
Personification worksheets encourage students to experiment with language and imagery in their
writing, allowing them to express ideas more creatively. This practice can enhance their ability to
convey emotions and set a tone in their narratives or poetry.

What age group is most suitable for using personification
worksheets?
Personification worksheets are most suitable for middle school students, typically ages 11 to 14, as
they are at a developmental stage where they can grasp complex literary concepts and apply them in
their writing.
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