
physical therapy after hip fracture
Physical therapy after hip fracture is a critical component of recovery, essential for restoring
mobility, strength, and overall function. Hip fractures, often resulting from falls or traumatic injuries,
can significantly affect an individual's quality of life, particularly among the elderly. The rehabilitation
process involves a multidisciplinary approach, with physical therapy playing a pivotal role in guiding
patients through their recovery journey. This article delves into the importance of physical therapy
after hip fractures, outlining the rehabilitation process, exercises, and strategies for successful
recovery.

Understanding Hip Fractures

Hip fractures typically occur in the femur, the long bone in the upper leg, and can be categorized into
different types based on the location of the break:

- Intracapsular fractures: Occur within the hip joint capsule.
- Extracapsular fractures: Occur outside the joint capsule, often in the trochanteric or subtrochanteric
regions.

The consequences of hip fractures are profound. They often lead to decreased mobility, loss of
independence, and increased risk of complications such as deep vein thrombosis, pneumonia, and
even mortality. Therefore, effective rehabilitation is vital for improving outcomes.

The Role of Physical Therapy

Physical therapy (PT) plays a key role in the recovery from a hip fracture. The overarching goals of PT
include:

- Restoring strength and range of motion.
- Enhancing balance and coordination.
- Improving gait and mobility.
- Reducing pain and swelling.
- Preventing future falls and fractures.

Physical therapists are trained professionals who assess each patient's individual needs and tailor a
rehabilitation program accordingly. This personalized approach ensures that patients receive the most
effective care.

Initial Assessment and Treatment Goals

Upon the patient’s arrival for rehabilitation, a comprehensive assessment is conducted, which
includes:



1. Medical History Review: Understanding the nature of the fracture, previous medical conditions, and
overall health status.
2. Physical Examination: Evaluating range of motion, strength, balance, and functional mobility.
3. Setting Goals: Collaborating with the patient to establish realistic and achievable rehabilitation
goals. These may include:

- Returning to daily activities.
- Regaining the ability to walk independently.
- Resuming hobbies and interests.

Phases of Rehabilitation

Rehabilitation typically occurs in phases, each designed to progressively enhance the patient's
recovery.

Phase 1: Early Post-Operative Phase (Days 1-14)

In the immediate post-operative phase, the focus is on:

- Pain Management: Implementing strategies to control pain, including medication and ice application.
- Early Mobility: Encouraging gentle movement to prevent stiffness, often beginning with bed mobility
and sitting up.
- Weight Bearing: Depending on the type of fracture and surgical intervention, patients may start with
partial weight-bearing using assistive devices like crutches or walkers.

Phase 2: Intermediate Phase (Weeks 2-6)

As the patient progresses, the rehabilitation program intensifies:

- Strengthening Exercises: Introducing exercises targeting the hip, knee, and core muscles. Common
exercises include:

- Ankle pumps
- Straight leg raises
- Gluteal squeezes

- Balance and Coordination Training: Incorporating exercises to enhance stability, such as:

- Standing on one leg
- Heel-to-toe walking

- Gait Training: Focusing on proper walking patterns with the help of physical therapists.



Phase 3: Advanced Phase (Weeks 6-12)

In this phase, patients work towards regaining full function:

- Increased Activity Levels: Encouraging participation in daily activities and light aerobic exercises like
walking or cycling.
- Functional Training: Practicing movements required for daily life, such as getting in and out of a car
or climbing stairs.
- Strengthening: Progressing to more challenging exercises, including resistance training to build
muscle strength.

Home Exercise Programs

A crucial aspect of recovery is the continuation of exercises at home. Physical therapists often
develop individualized home exercise programs (HEP) to facilitate ongoing progress. Key components
include:

- Daily Routine: Integrating exercises into daily activities to promote consistency.
- Education: Providing information on the importance of adherence to the HEP for optimal recovery.
- Monitoring Progress: Encouraging patients to track their improvements and communicate any
challenges with their therapists.

Preventing Future Fractures

Rehabilitation after a hip fracture is not solely about recovery; it also involves strategies to prevent
future injuries. Essential preventive measures include:

1. Fall Prevention Education: Understanding risk factors and implementing safety measures at home,
such as removing tripping hazards and using non-slip mats.
2. Balance Training: Continuing exercises that improve balance and coordination.
3. Regular Check-Ups: Monitoring bone health and managing osteoporosis or other underlying
conditions.

Conclusion

Physical therapy after a hip fracture is indispensable for restoring function and enhancing quality of
life. The rehabilitation process is multi-faceted, involving careful assessment, individualized exercise
programs, and ongoing education on fall prevention. With the right support and dedication to
recovery, individuals can regain their independence and minimize the risk of future fractures.
Engaging with healthcare professionals and adhering to rehabilitation protocols is vital in navigating
the journey from injury to recovery successfully. By prioritizing physical therapy and making
necessary lifestyle adjustments, patients can look forward to a more active and fulfilling life post-
fracture.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary goal of physical therapy after a hip
fracture?
The primary goal of physical therapy after a hip fracture is to restore mobility, strength, and function
to the hip joint, enabling the patient to return to daily activities safely.

How soon should physical therapy begin after a hip fracture?
Physical therapy typically begins within a few days after surgery or injury, once the patient is stable
and cleared by their doctor to start rehabilitation.

What types of exercises are commonly included in a physical
therapy program for hip fractures?
Common exercises include range-of-motion exercises, strengthening exercises for the hip and
surrounding muscles, balance exercises, and gait training to improve walking.

How long does physical therapy usually last after a hip
fracture?
The duration of physical therapy can vary, but it often lasts from a few weeks to several months,
depending on the severity of the fracture and the individual's recovery progress.

What role does pain management play in physical therapy for
hip fractures?
Pain management is crucial as it allows patients to participate fully in their physical therapy sessions,
making progress in mobility and strength without excessive discomfort.

Can physical therapy help prevent future falls after a hip
fracture?
Yes, physical therapy can help prevent future falls by improving strength, balance, and coordination,
as well as educating patients on safe movement strategies.

Are there any risks associated with physical therapy after a
hip fracture?
While physical therapy is generally safe, there are risks such as increased pain, swelling, or the
potential for re-injury if exercises are not performed correctly or if the patient pushes too hard too
soon.
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