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PERT Study Guide Math is an essential resource for students preparing for the Postsecondary
Education Readiness Test (PERT), which is designed to assess college readiness in reading, writing,
and mathematics. Mastering the math portion of the PERT can significantly influence a student’s
placement in college courses, making it crucial to have a solid study plan. This guide aims to provide
comprehensive insights, strategies, and resources for effectively preparing for the math section of the
PERT.

Understanding the PERT Math Section

The PERT math section evaluates a student's abilities in various mathematical concepts. It is
important to understand the structure and types of questions you will encounter.

Overview of the PERT Math Test

The PERT math assessment typically includes questions in the following areas:

Arithmetic

Algebra

Geometry

Data Analysis

Each category tests different skills, from basic calculations to complex problem-solving abilities.

Test Format and Scoring

- The PERT is a computer-adaptive test, meaning the difficulty of questions adjusts based on the test-
taker’s previous answers.
- The total number of math questions usually ranges between 30 to 40.
- Scores are typically reported on a scale of 50 to 150, with a score of 113 generally considered the
minimum for college-level math courses.

Key Math Topics Covered in the PERT

To excel in the PERT math section, it is vital to have a comprehensive understanding of the key



topics. Below are the main areas you should focus on:

1. Arithmetic

This section includes basic operations such as addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. Key
concepts include:

- Fractions and decimals
- Percentages
- Ratios and proportions
- Order of operations (PEMDAS/BODMAS)

2. Algebra

Algebra questions may involve solving equations, working with inequalities, and manipulating
algebraic expressions. Important topics include:

- Linear equations and functions
- Quadratic equations
- Factoring
- Exponents and radicals

3. Geometry

Geometry questions assess your understanding of shapes, sizes, and the properties of space. Focus
on:

- Area and perimeter of common shapes (triangles, rectangles, circles)
- Volume and surface area of solids (cubes, cylinders, spheres)
- Basic theorems (Pythagorean theorem, properties of angles)

4. Data Analysis

This section tests your ability to interpret and analyze data. You should be familiar with:

- Mean, median, and mode
- Range and standard deviation
- Reading graphs and charts (bar graphs, line graphs, pie charts)

Tips for Preparing for the PERT Math Section



Effective preparation is key to success on the PERT math section. Here are some tips to enhance your
study routine:

1. Create a Study Plan

A well-structured study plan helps you cover all necessary topics systematically. Consider the
following steps:

- Allocate specific time blocks for math study each week.
- Break down your study sessions into manageable topics.
- Use a calendar to track progress and adjust as needed.

2. Use High-Quality Study Materials

Invest in reputable study guides and resources. Here are some recommended materials:

- Official PERT study guides
- Online platforms (Khan Academy, Quizlet)
- Math workbooks specifically designed for PERT preparation

3. Practice with Sample Questions

Familiarizing yourself with the types of questions asked in the PERT is crucial. Make use of:

- Official practice tests
- Sample questions available online
- Math problem sets from textbooks

4. Focus on Weak Areas

Identify your weaknesses by taking diagnostic tests or quizzes. Spend additional time reinforcing
these areas through tailored practice.

5. Join a Study Group

Collaborating with peers can enhance your understanding and provide motivation. Consider forming a
study group to:

- Discuss challenging topics
- Share resources and tips
- Practice solving problems together



Practice Resources for PERT Math

Utilizing a variety of practice resources can significantly improve your readiness for the PERT math
section.

Online Resources

- Khan Academy: Offers free video tutorials and practice exercises on various math topics.
- Quizlet: Provides flashcards and games to help memorize formulas and concepts.
- YouTube: Various educational channels offer walkthroughs of PERT math problems.

Books and Workbooks

Consider investing in the following books:

- “PERT Math Study Guide” by Test Prep Books
- “The Complete PERT Study Guide” by Mometrix Test Preparation

Mobile Apps

Several mobile applications can help you practice math on the go:

- Mathway: Provides step-by-step solutions for a variety of math problems.
- Photomath: Allows you to take pictures of handwritten problems and provides solutions.

Final Thoughts

Preparing for the PERT math section requires dedication and the right resources. By understanding
the test format, focusing on key math topics, and employing effective study strategies, you can boost
your confidence and improve your chances of achieving a high score. Remember, consistent practice
and a positive mindset are your best allies in this journey. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a PERT study guide for math?
A PERT study guide for math is a resource designed to help students prepare for the Post-secondary
Education Readiness Test (PERT), which assesses college readiness in subjects like mathematics.



What topics are typically covered in a PERT math study guide?
Typical topics include arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and statistics, focusing on problem-solving and
critical thinking skills.

How can I improve my score on the math section of the PERT?
To improve your score, practice with sample questions, review key mathematical concepts, and take
full-length practice tests to build familiarity with the test format.

Are there any free resources available for PERT math
preparation?
Yes, many colleges offer free PERT preparation resources, and there are various online platforms that
provide practice questions and study materials at no cost.

What is the format of the PERT math test?
The PERT math test consists of multiple-choice questions with a focus on problem-solving, and it is
untimed, allowing students to work at their own pace.

How long should I study for the PERT math test?
Study time can vary, but a consistent schedule of several hours a week over a few weeks is often
effective for mastering the material.

Can I use a calculator on the PERT math test?
No, the PERT math test does not allow the use of calculators; however, basic formulas and concepts
are provided within the test.

What is the passing score for the PERT math section?
The passing score for the PERT math section is typically 113, which is the minimum score required for
college-level math courses.

How can I assess my readiness for the PERT math test?
You can assess your readiness by taking practice tests, reviewing your answers, and identifying areas
where you need improvement.

Are there any apps available for PERT math study?
Yes, there are several educational apps designed for PERT preparation that offer practice questions,
flashcards, and study tips.
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