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The Principles and Practice of Engineering (PE) Exam is a critical step for
mechanical engineers seeking to obtain their professional license. This
rigorous examination assesses candidates' understanding of fundamental
engineering concepts and their ability to apply this knowledge to real-world
scenarios. In this article, we will explore various sample questions that are
representative of the types of problems candidates may encounter on the PE
exam, along with explanations of core concepts. By familiarizing yourself
with these questions and the rationale behind them, you can enhance your
preparedness for this significant milestone in your engineering career.

Understanding the PE Exam Structure

Before delving into sample questions, it is essential to understand the
structure of the PE exam for mechanical engineering:

- Exam Format: The PE exam consists of 80 questions, which are a mix of
multiple-choice and engineering problems.
- Duration: Candidates are given 8 hours to complete the exam, divided into
two 4-hour sessions.
- Topics Covered: The exam covers a wide range of mechanical engineering
topics, including but not limited to:
- Thermodynamics
- Fluid Mechanics
- Heat Transfer
- Mechanics of Materials
- Dynamics
- Machine Design
- Engineering Economics

Sample Questions and Explanations

Below are sample questions categorized by topic, along with explanations to
enhance understanding.

Thermodynamics

Question 1: A piston-cylinder device contains 0.5 m³ of air at 100 kPa and
27°C. Calculate the mass of air in the cylinder. (Assume the air behaves as
an ideal gas.)

Answer: To find the mass of air, we can use the ideal gas equation:

\[ PV = nRT \]

Where:
- \( P \) = Pressure (100 kPa = 100,000 Pa)
- \( V \) = Volume (0.5 m³)



- \( n \) = Number of moles
- \( R \) = Specific gas constant for air (approximately 287 J/kg·K)
- \( T \) = Temperature in Kelvin (27°C = 300 K)

Rearranging to solve for mass \( m \):

\[ m = \frac{PV}{RT} \]

Substituting values:

\[ m = \frac{100,000 \times 0.5}{287 \times 300} \approx 5.82 \, \text{kg} \]

Question 2: A heat exchanger has a heat transfer rate of 150 kW. If the
temperature difference between the hot and cold fluids is 25°C, what is the
overall heat transfer coefficient if the heat exchanger area is 50 m²?

Answer: The rate of heat transfer can be calculated using the equation:

\[ Q = U \cdot A \cdot \Delta T \]

Where:
- \( Q \) = Heat transfer rate (150 kW)
- \( U \) = Overall heat transfer coefficient (W/m²·K)
- \( A \) = Area (50 m²)
- \( \Delta T \) = Temperature difference (25 K)

Rearranging to solve for \( U \):

\[ U = \frac{Q}{A \cdot \Delta T} \]

Substituting values:

\[ U = \frac{150,000}{50 \cdot 25} = 120 \, \text{W/m²·K} \]

Fluid Mechanics

Question 3: A pipe with a diameter of 0.3 m carries water at a velocity of 2
m/s. Calculate the Reynolds number and determine whether the flow is laminar
or turbulent. (Use the kinematic viscosity of water as \( \nu = 1 \times
10^{-6} \, \text{m}^2/\text{s} \).)

Answer: The Reynolds number \( Re \) is given by:

\[ Re = \frac{VD}{\nu} \]

Where:
- \( V \) = Velocity (2 m/s)
- \( D \) = Diameter (0.3 m)
- \( \nu \) = Kinematic viscosity (1 × 10⁻⁶ m²/s)

Substituting values:

\[ Re = \frac{2 \times 0.3}{1 \times 10^{-6}} = 600,000 \]

Since \( Re > 4000 \), the flow is turbulent.

Question 4: Calculate the pressure drop in a 100 m long horizontal pipe with



a diameter of 0.1 m carrying oil (density = 800 kg/m³, viscosity = 0.1 Pa·s)
at a flow rate of 0.01 m³/s. Use the Darcy-Weisbach equation.

Answer: The Darcy-Weisbach equation for pressure drop is:

\[ \Delta P = f \cdot \frac{L}{D} \cdot \frac{\rho V^2}{2} \]

First, calculate the velocity \( V \):

\[ V = \frac{Q}{A} = \frac{0.01}{\frac{\pi (0.1)^2}{4}} \approx 1.27 \,
\text{m/s} \]

Next, determine the Reynolds number to find the friction factor \( f \):

\[ Re = \frac{VD}{\nu} = \frac{1.27 \cdot 0.1}{0.1} = 1.27 \]

Since \( Re < 2000 \), use the laminar flow equation for the friction factor:

\[ f = \frac{64}{Re} = \frac{64}{1.27} \approx 50.39 \]

Now substitute into the Darcy-Weisbach equation:

\[ \Delta P = 50.39 \cdot \frac{100}{0.1} \cdot \frac{800 \cdot (1.27)^2}{2}
\]

Calculating gives:

\[ \Delta P \approx 50.39 \cdot 1000 \cdot 812.96 \approx 409,000 \,
\text{Pa} \]

Heat Transfer

Question 5: A flat plate is heated on one side at a temperature of 100°C and
is exposed to ambient air at 25°C. If the heat transfer coefficient is 20
W/m²·K, calculate the heat loss per square meter from the plate by
convection.

Answer: The rate of heat loss by convection can be calculated using Newton’s
Law of Cooling:

\[ Q = hA(T_s - T_\infty) \]

Where:
- \( h \) = Heat transfer coefficient (20 W/m²·K)
- \( A \) = Area (1 m²)
- \( T_s \) = Surface temperature (100°C)
- \( T_\infty \) = Ambient temperature (25°C)

So,

\[ Q = 20 \times 1 \times (100 - 25) = 20 \times 75 = 1500 \, \text{W/m²} \]

Preparation Strategies for the PE Exam

To succeed in the PE exam, it is crucial to adopt effective study strategies:



1. Understand the Exam Format: Familiarize yourself with the structure and
types of questions that will be asked.
2. Review Topics Thoroughly: Ensure a comprehensive understanding of key
mechanical engineering topics.
3. Practice with Sample Questions: Regularly solve sample questions to
improve problem-solving speed and accuracy.
4. Join Study Groups: Collaborate with peers to discuss complex topics and
share resources.
5. Take Practice Exams: Simulate the exam environment with timed practice
exams to build endurance and improve time management.
6. Use Reference Materials: Familiarize yourself with the approved reference
materials allowed during the exam.

Conclusion

The PE Exam is a significant step in the career of a mechanical engineer. By
reviewing sample questions and understanding the underlying principles,
candidates can enhance their preparation and confidence. The questions
provided in this article reflect the types of problems encountered in the
exam and emphasize the importance of a solid grasp of mechanical engineering
concepts. With diligent study and practice, candidates can approach the PE
exam with a strong foundation and a strategic mindset, paving the way for a
successful career in engineering.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the structure of the PE Mechanical Exam?

The PE Mechanical Exam consists of 80 questions, which are split into two
sections: the morning session includes general engineering topics, while the
afternoon session focuses on specialized mechanical engineering topics.

What types of topics are covered in the PE Mechanical
Exam?

Topics include thermodynamics, fluid mechanics, heat transfer, mechanics of
materials, dynamics, and design of mechanical systems.

How is the PE Mechanical Exam scored?

The exam is scored based on the number of correct answers, with a passing
scale set by the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying
(NCEES).

Are there any resources available for PE Mechanical
Exam sample questions?

Yes, there are various resources including NCEES practice exams, review
courses, and textbooks specifically designed for the PE Mechanical Exam
preparation.



What format do the PE Mechanical Exam sample
questions typically follow?

Sample questions usually follow a multiple-choice format, requiring
candidates to select the best answer from several options.

How can I effectively prepare for the PE Mechanical
Exam?

Effective preparation includes studying key topics, practicing sample
questions, taking practice exams, and reviewing engineering principles
regularly.

What is the recommended study time for the PE
Mechanical Exam?

Most candidates recommend dedicating at least 300 to 400 hours of study time
over several months leading up to the exam.

Are calculators allowed during the PE Mechanical
Exam?

Yes, NCEES allows the use of specific types of calculators during the exam;
candidates should check the NCEES website for the approved calculator list.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when preparing
for the PE Mechanical Exam?

Common mistakes include not practicing enough sample questions, neglecting to
review fundamental concepts, and underestimating the importance of time
management during the exam.
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