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Perrine's Literature: Structure, Sound, and Sense is a vital resource for
students, educators, and anyone interested in understanding the multifaceted
nature of literature. Authored by James Perrine, this textbook offers a
nuanced exploration of literary elements, providing readers with the tools
necessary to analyze and appreciate poetry, fiction, and drama. The book is
structured to foster a deeper understanding of how form, sound, and meaning
intertwine to create powerful literary works. In this article, we will delve
into the key concepts presented in Perrine's work, exploring its structure,
the significance of sound in literature, and the interplay between form and
sense.

Understanding Structure in Literature

Perrine emphasizes that the structure of a literary work serves as its
skeleton, providing support and shape to the narrative. This structure
manifests in various forms depending on the genre and the author's
intentions.

1. Components of Structure

The structure of a literary piece can be broken down into several core
components:

- Plot: The sequence of events that make up a story. It includes the
exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.
- Characterization: The methods by which authors develop characters, which
can be direct (explicit descriptions) or indirect (through actions, thoughts,
and dialogue).
- Setting: The time and place in which the story occurs, providing context
and influencing the narrative's mood.
- Theme: The underlying message or main idea that the author conveys, often
reflecting broader societal issues or human experiences.

2. Types of Structure

Perrine identifies several structural forms that are commonly found in
literature:

- Chronological Structure: Events are presented in the order they occur,
allowing for a straightforward narrative flow.



- Non-linear Structure: The narrative is presented out of chronological
order, often using flashbacks or foreshadowing to enhance complexity.
- Circular Structure: The story begins and ends in the same place, creating a
sense of closure and completeness.
- Framed Structure: A story within a story, where an external narrative sets
the stage for an internal tale.

Understanding these structural types allows readers to appreciate how authors
manipulate form to enhance meaning and emotional impact.

The Role of Sound in Literature

In addition to structure, Perrine highlights the importance of sound in
literature. The auditory elements of language contribute significantly to the
overall experience of a literary work.

1. Sound Devices

Perrine discusses several sound devices that authors use to create rhythm,
enhance mood, and reinforce meaning:

- Alliteration: The repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words,
which can create a musical quality (e.g., "Peter Piper picked a peck of
pickled peppers").
- Assonance: The repetition of vowel sounds within words, contributing to a
sense of harmony.
- Rhyme: The correspondence of sounds between words, typically at the end of
lines in poetry, which can evoke emotion and create a sense of unity.
- Onomatopoeia: Words that imitate natural sounds, enriching the sensory
experience of the text (e.g., "buzz," "clang").

2. The Impact of Sound on Meaning

Sound can significantly alter a reader's interpretation and emotional
response to a text. Perrine illustrates this by discussing how rhythm and
meter in poetry can evoke specific feelings. For instance, a fast-paced
rhythm may create excitement, while a slow, languid meter may evoke sadness
or reflection.

Moreover, the choice of sound devices can reinforce themes and character
emotions. For example, a poem about nature may use soft, flowing sounds to
evoke tranquility, while a poem about conflict might employ harsh, jarring
sounds to convey tension.



Interplay Between Structure and Sense

Perrine argues that the relationship between structure and sense is integral
to understanding literature. The way a literary work is structured can
profoundly influence its meaning.

1. How Structure Influences Meaning

The arrangement of events, the development of characters, and the overall
design of a narrative shape how a reader perceives its themes and messages.
For instance:

- Narrative Perspective: A story told from a first-person perspective may
create intimacy, allowing readers to connect deeply with the narrator's
emotions, while a third-person omniscient perspective can offer a broader
view of characters and events.
- Pacing: The speed at which a narrative unfolds can affect tension and
engagement. Quick pacing can heighten excitement, while slower pacing can
create suspense or reflection.
- Climactic Structure: The placement of the climax can change the emotional
impact. A climax placed towards the end of a narrative can create a sense of
buildup, while an early climax can lead to a focus on the aftermath.

2. Sense: Thematic Exploration

Perrine encourages readers to explore the thematic elements of a work, noting
that themes often emerge from the interplay of structure and sound. For
example:

- Conflict and Resolution: The structure of a story can highlight conflicts
that resonate with readers, while the resolution can provide insight into the
theme.
- Character Development: Characters' journeys can reflect larger societal
issues, and the structure of their arcs can illuminate the thematic messages.

Practical Application of Perrine's Concepts

Understanding Perrine's principles offers readers a framework for analyzing
literature effectively. Here are some practical steps to apply these
concepts:

1. Identify the Structure: Begin by outlining the main components of the
work, including plot, characterization, setting, and theme.
2. Analyze Sound Elements: Pay attention to sound devices and how they



enhance the text's emotional resonance.
3. Explore Themes: Consider how the structure and sound contribute to the
story's broader themes. What messages is the author conveying?
4. Engage with Texts: Read actively, taking notes on structural elements and
sound devices as you go. This will deepen your understanding and appreciation
of the work.

Conclusion

Perrine's Literature: Structure, Sound, and Sense serves as a vital guide for
those seeking to delve into the intricacies of literary analysis. By
understanding the components of structure, the role of sound, and the
interplay between form and meaning, readers can gain a richer appreciation
for the art of literature. Whether engaging with poetry, fiction, or drama,
the insights provided in Perrine's work empower individuals to explore,
analyze, and connect with literature in profound ways. This comprehensive
approach not only enhances literary comprehension but also fosters a deeper
connection to the human experience reflected in these texts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of Perrine's 'Literature:
Structure, Sound, and Sense'?
The primary focus of Perrine's work is to explore the elements of literature,
including structure, sound, and meaning, and how they contribute to the
overall experience of a literary piece.

How does Perrine define 'structure' in literature?
Perrine defines 'structure' as the framework of a literary work, including
its plot, characters, and setting, which together create the foundation for
the narrative.

What role does 'sound' play in literature according
to Perrine?
According to Perrine, 'sound' refers to the auditory qualities of language,
such as rhythm, meter, and rhyme, which enhance the emotional and aesthetic
experience of a poem or prose.

Can you explain the significance of 'sense' in



Perrine's analysis?
In Perrine's analysis, 'sense' pertains to the meaning and interpretation of
a literary work, emphasizing how language and structure work together to
convey themes and ideas.

What types of literary devices does Perrine discuss
in relation to sound?
Perrine discusses various literary devices related to sound, including
alliteration, assonance, consonance, onomatopoeia, and meter, highlighting
how they contribute to the musicality of language.

How does Perrine suggest readers approach the
analysis of a poem?
Perrine suggests that readers approach the analysis of a poem by considering
its structure, sound, and sense, examining how these elements interact to
create meaning and emotional impact.

What is the impact of figurative language in
Perrine's literary structure?
Figurative language, as discussed by Perrine, enhances the depth and richness
of literary works, allowing for multiple interpretations and emotional
resonances beyond the literal meaning.

How does context influence the understanding of
structure, sound, and sense in literature?
Perrine emphasizes that context, including historical, cultural, and
biographical factors, significantly influences how readers interpret the
structure, sound, and sense of a literary work.

In what ways does Perrine address the relationship
between form and content?
Perrine addresses the relationship between form and content by illustrating
how the structure and sound of a literary piece can enhance or alter the
interpretation of its themes and messages.

Why is 'Literature: Structure, Sound, and Sense'
considered a foundational text for literature
studies?
'Literature: Structure, Sound, and Sense' is considered foundational because



it provides comprehensive tools and frameworks for analyzing literary works,
making it essential for students and educators in literature studies.
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