number the stars writing prompts

Number the Stars writing prompts can serve as a powerful tool for educators
and students alike, helping to explore the complex themes, characters, and
historical contexts presented in Lois Lowry's acclaimed novel. Set against
the backdrop of World War II, the story follows young Annemarie Johansen as
she navigates the dangers of Nazi-occupied Denmark while helping her Jewish
friend, Ellen Rosen, escape persecution. This article will provide a variety
of writing prompts that encourage critical thinking, creativity, and a deeper
understanding of the novel's themes, characters, and historical significance.

Understanding the Context of the Novel

Before delving into the writing prompts, it's essential to grasp the
historical context in which "Number the Stars" is set. The novel takes place
during the German occupation of Denmark in World War II, a period marked by
fear, oppression, and the struggle for freedom. Understanding this context
will greatly enhance any writing assignment related to the book.

Historical Background

1. Nazi Occupation: Discuss the impact of Nazi occupation on Danish society
and how it influenced the actions of ordinary citizens.

2. Jewish Persecution: Explore the experiences of Jewish individuals in
Denmark during the Holocaust and the efforts made by non-Jewish Danes to
protect them.

3. Resistance Movements: Examine the role of Danish resistance fighters and
their strategies for opposing the Nazi regime.

Character Analysis Prompts

Characters in "Number the Stars" are crucial to conveying the novel’s themes.
Writing prompts centered around character analysis can help students explore
motivations, relationships, and growth throughout the story.

Prompts for Annemarie Johansen

1. Bravery and Fear: Write an essay discussing how Annemarie's understanding
of bravery evolves throughout the novel. Include specific examples of her
actions that demonstrate courage.

2. Character Development: Analyze how Annemarie's character changes from the



beginning to the end of the story. What events significantly impact her
maturity and outlook on life?

3. Friendship: Reflect on Annemarie's relationship with Ellen. How does their
friendship influence Annemarie's decisions? What does it reveal about loyalty
and sacrifice?

Prompts for Ellen Rosen

1. Identity and Heritage: Explore Ellen’s struggle with her Jewish identity
in a time of persecution. How does her relationship with Annemarie shape her
experience?

2. Fear and Resilience: Write about Ellen's feelings of fear and resilience
during her time in hiding. How does she cope with the dangers surrounding
her?

3. Role in the Story: Discuss Ellen's significance in the narrative. What
does she represent in terms of the Jewish experience during the Holocaust?

Themes and Motifs Prompts

"Number the Stars" is rich with various themes such as bravery, the power of
friendship, and the moral dilemmas faced during wartime. Writing prompts that
focus on these themes can help students delve deeper into the story's
meaning.

Bravery and Sacrifice

1. Defining Bravery: Write a personal reflection on what bravery means to
you. How does this definition compare to the bravery exhibited by characters
in "Number the Stars"?

2. Sacrificial Choices: Analyze a moment in the book where a character must
make a sacrifice. What are the implications of their choice? How does this
shape the overall message of the story?

3. Heroism in Everyday Life: Discuss how "Number the Stars" illustrates that
heroism can be found in everyday actions. Provide examples from the text.

Friendship and Loyalty

1. The Bonds of Friendship: Write a comparative analysis of Annemarie and
Ellen's friendship with another literary friendship. What makes their bond
unique in the context of the story?

2. Loyalty Under Pressure: Examine how loyalty is tested in the novel. What
are the consequences of loyalty for the characters involved?

3. Friendship as a Source of Strength: Discuss how friendship acts as a



source of strength for the characters during challenging times.

Creative Writing Prompts

In addition to analytical prompts, creative writing exercises can encourage
students to engage with the themes and characters of "Number the Stars" in
imaginative ways.

Alternative Perspectives

1. Ellen’s Diary: Write a diary entry from Ellen’s perspective during her
time in hiding. What thoughts and feelings would she express about her
situation?

2. Annemarie’s Dream: Create a short story where Annemarie dreams of a world
without war. What does she envision, and how does this dream reflect her
hopes and fears?

3. What If?: Imagine a scenario where the ending of "Number the Stars" 1is
different. Write an alternate ending that explores the consequences of this
change.

Historical Fiction Assignment

1. A Day in the Life: Write a short story from the perspective of a Danish
citizen living under Nazi occupation. How do they navigate their daily life
while facing fear and uncertainty?

2. A Letter Home: Create a letter written by a Jewish person in hiding to
their family. What emotions and experiences would they want to convey?

3. Resistance Fighter's Perspective: Write a monologue from the perspective
of a member of the Danish resistance. What motivates them to fight against
the Nazis?

Discussion Questions Prompts

Facilitating discussion around "Number the Stars" can deepen understanding
and provoke thoughtful dialogue. Here are some discussion-based writing
prompts.

Ethical Dilemmas

1. Moral Choices: Discuss a moral dilemma faced by any character in the book.
What factors influence their decision, and what does this reveal about their



character?

2. Consequences of Action: Explore the potential consequences of Annemarie’s
choices. How might different decisions have altered the story’s outcome?

3. Courage vs. Cowardice: Debate what constitutes courage and cowardice in
the context of the novel. Are there characters who embody both qualities?

Impact of War on Society

1. Change in Values: How does the war change the values and priorities of the
characters in "Number the Stars"? Provide examples to support your argument.
2. Community Response: What role does community play in the novel? How do the
actions of the community influence the characters’ lives?

3. Lessons Learned: What lessons can contemporary society learn from the
experiences depicted in "Number the Stars"? How can these lessons be applied
today?

Conclusion

Incorporating Number the Stars writing prompts into educational settings
enriches the learning experience surrounding Lois Lowry's powerful narrative.
Whether through character analysis, thematic exploration, creative writing,
or discussion questions, these prompts encourage students to engage deeply
with the historical context and emotional resonance of the story. By
reflecting on the bravery, friendship, and ethical dilemmas faced by the
characters, students can gain a greater appreciation for the complexity of
human experiences during one of history’s darkest periods. Ultimately, these
writing exercises foster empathy, critical thinking, and a nuanced
understanding of the Holocaust and its lasting impact on society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some creative writing prompts inspired by
‘Number the Stars'?

Consider prompts such as: 1) Write a diary entry from the perspective of
Annemarie during her journey. 2) Imagine a conversation between Annemarie and
her sister before the events of the story unfold. 3) Describe a day in
Copenhagen from the viewpoint of a German soldier. 4) Create a letter from
Ellen to her family after the events of the book. 5) Write an alternate
ending where the characters face a different outcome.

How can 'Number the Stars' be used to inspire



discussions in a writing workshop?

"Number the Stars' can be a springboard for discussions on themes such as
bravery, friendship, and sacrifice. Writing workshops can encourage
participants to explore these themes through their own stories, prompting
them to write about a time they had to be brave or how friendship can be a
source of strength in difficult times.

What themes in 'Number the Stars' could be explored
through writing prompts?

Themes such as courage in the face of danger, the importance of family and
friendship, and the impact of war on everyday life can be explored. Prompts
can encourage writers to reflect on how these themes resonate in their own
lives or in historical contexts.

Can you suggest a character-based writing prompt
related to 'Number the Stars'?

Write a short story from the perspective of Mrs. Johansen. Explore her
thoughts and feelings as she makes difficult decisions to protect her family
and their friends during the Nazi occupation. Consider her fears, hopes, and
the moral dilemmas she faces.

What historical context can enhance writing prompts
for 'Number the Stars'?

Incorporating historical context about World War II and the Holocaust can
deepen the understanding of the story. Prompts could involve researching real
events that parallel the narrative, such as the Danish resistance movement,
and writing a fictionalized account of a real person's experience during that
time.
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