
ocn certification study guide

OCN Certification Study Guide: Achieving your OCN (Oncology Certified Nurse) certification can be a

pivotal milestone in your nursing career, validating your expertise and commitment to oncology

nursing. This study guide will provide an in-depth overview of the OCN certification process, topics

covered, study strategies, and resources to help you prepare effectively for the exam.

Understanding OCN Certification

What is OCN Certification?

The OCN certification is a credential provided by the Oncology Nursing Certification Corporation

(ONCC) that recognizes oncology nurses who demonstrate advanced knowledge and skills in the field.

This certification is essential for nurses who wish to specialize in oncology nursing and show their

dedication to providing high-quality care to cancer patients.

Eligibility Requirements

To qualify for the OCN certification, candidates must meet specific criteria:

1. Current RN License: You must hold an active and unencumbered registered nurse (RN) license in

the United States or its territories.

2. Experience: A minimum of 1,000 hours of oncology nursing practice within the past 30 months is

required.

3. Education: A minimum of a baccalaureate degree in nursing (BSN) is recommended but not strictly

required. However, it is essential to have a solid educational foundation in nursing principles.

4. Continuing Education: Completion of 10 contact hours of continuing nursing education in oncology

nursing is also necessary.



The OCN Exam Overview

Exam Format and Structure

The OCN exam consists of 165 multiple-choice questions, which include:

- 150 scored questions: These questions determine your overall score and are based on the content

outline provided by the ONCC.

- 15 unscored questions: These questions are included for research purposes and do not affect your

score.

The exam is administered in a computer-based format, with a total testing time of 3 hours. Candidates

should be aware of the following:

- Passing Score: The ONCC does not disclose the passing score, but it is advisable to prepare

thoroughly to ensure you meet the required competency level.

- Test Centers: The exam can be taken at various Pearson VUE test centers across the United States.

Content Areas Covered

The OCN exam assesses knowledge across several key content areas:

1. Scientific Basis of Oncology Nursing (18%)

- Pathophysiology of cancer

- Treatment modalities

- Pharmacology related to cancer treatments

2. Patient Assessment (23%)

- Physical assessment techniques

- Psychosocial assessments



- Symptom management and palliative care

3. Patient Care (30%)

- Care coordination

- Treatment planning

- Patient education and advocacy

4. Professional Practice (19%)

- Ethical and legal considerations

- Evidence-based practice

- Quality improvement measures

5. Health Promotion and Maintenance (10%)

- Screening and early detection

- Health education strategies

- Survivorship care

Effective Study Strategies

Creating a Study Plan

A structured study plan can significantly enhance your preparation. Here’s how to create an effective

study schedule:

1. Assess Your Knowledge: Take a practice exam to identify your strengths and weaknesses.

2. Allocate Study Time: Dedicate specific hours each week to studying, and stick to this schedule.

3. Break Down Content Areas: Focus on one content area at a time to avoid feeling overwhelmed.

4. Set Goals: Establish realistic goals for each study session, such as completing a chapter or

mastering a specific topic.



Study Resources

Utilizing diverse study resources can improve your preparation. Some recommended materials include:

- Books:

- "Oncology Nursing Certification Review" by ONS

- "Cancer Nursing: Principles and Practice" by McCorkle and A. M. C. L.

- Online Courses: Many institutions offer webinars and online courses focused on oncology nursing

principles.

- Practice Tests: Obtain practice exams from the ONCC or other reputable nursing organizations to

familiarize yourself with the exam format.

Study Techniques

Incorporating varied study techniques can enhance retention and understanding:

- Flashcards: Create flashcards for key terms and concepts.

- Group Study: Collaborate with peers to discuss challenging topics and share insights.

- Visual Aids: Utilize diagrams and charts to visualize complex processes, such as cancer treatment

pathways.

- Mock Exams: Take timed mock exams to simulate the actual testing environment.

Exam Day Preparation

What to Expect

On the day of the exam, it’s essential to be prepared both mentally and physically:

- Arrive Early: Ensure you arrive at the test center well in advance to account for any unforeseen

delays.



- Bring Required Identification: Valid photo identification is necessary for entry.

- Dress Comfortably: Wear comfortable clothing to help reduce anxiety.

Test-Taking Strategies

During the exam, consider the following strategies:

- Read Questions Carefully: Take your time to understand what each question is asking.

- Eliminate Wrong Answers: Use the process of elimination to narrow down your choices.

- Manage Your Time: Keep an eye on the clock, ensuring you have enough time to answer all

questions.

Maintaining Your Certification

Recertification Requirements

The OCN certification is valid for four years. To maintain your certification, you need to:

1. Earn Continuing Education Credits: Accumulate 100 contact hours of continuing education, with at

least 50 hours in oncology nursing.

2. Practice Hours: Document a minimum of 1,000 hours of oncology nursing practice during the

certification period.

3. Recertification Exam: Alternatively, you can choose to take the OCN exam again for recertification.

Benefits of OCN Certification

Achieving OCN certification comes with numerous benefits:

- Career Advancement: The certification can open doors to higher-level positions within healthcare



organizations.

- Increased Knowledge: The study process enhances your understanding of oncology nursing and

improves patient care.

- Professional Credibility: Certification demonstrates your commitment to the field and can enhance

your reputation among peers and employers.

In conclusion, pursuing the OCN certification is a commendable step toward advancing your career in

oncology nursing. By understanding the exam structure, preparing effectively, and utilizing the

resources available, you can achieve this certification and positively impact the lives of cancer patients.

Good luck with your studies and exam preparation!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the OCN certification?

The OCN (Oncology Certified Nurse) certification is a credential for registered nurses who specialize in

oncology nursing, demonstrating their knowledge and skills in cancer care.

Why should I use a study guide for OCN certification?

A study guide helps organize the vast amount of information, provides structured content review, and

includes practice questions to better prepare for the OCN exam.

What topics are covered in the OCN certification study guide?

The study guide typically covers cancer biology, treatment modalities, symptom management,

psychosocial issues, and nursing practice related to oncology.

How can I find a reliable OCN certification study guide?

You can find reliable study guides through professional nursing organizations, online platforms, and

reputable publishers that specialize in nursing education.



What are some effective study strategies for OCN certification

preparation?

Effective strategies include creating a study schedule, using practice tests, joining study groups, and

reviewing key concepts regularly.

Are there any online resources for OCN certification study guides?

Yes, many organizations offer online resources, including webinars, interactive courses, and

downloadable study materials specifically for OCN certification.

How long should I study for the OCN certification exam?

Study time varies by individual, but typically, a preparation period of 6-12 weeks is recommended,

depending on prior knowledge and experience in oncology nursing.

What is the passing score for the OCN certification exam?

The passing score for the OCN exam can vary, but it is generally set around 65% to 75%, depending

on the specific test version and standards established by the Oncology Nursing Certification

Corporation.
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