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NY Bar Exam Subjects: A Comprehensive Guide

The New York Bar Exam is a crucial step for aspiring attorneys who wish to practice law in the state of
New York. This rigorous examination tests a candidate's knowledge and understanding of various
legal principles and practices. The subjects covered in the New York Bar Exam are diverse, spanning
multiple areas of law. In this article, we will delve into the subjects tested on the exam, providing a
comprehensive overview that will benefit those preparing for this significant milestone in their legal
careers.

Overview of the New York Bar Exam Structure

The New York Bar Exam consists of several components, including the Multistate Bar Examination
(MBE), the New York Law Exam (NYLE), and the Performance Test (PT). Each of these components
assesses different skills and knowledge areas.

1. Multistate Bar Examination (MBE)

The MBE is a standardized test that consists of 200 multiple-choice questions covering the following
subjects:

- Contracts: This section tests understanding of contract formation, performance, breach, and
remedies.
- Torts: This area covers civil wrongs, including negligence, intentional torts, and strict liability.
- Constitutional Law: Questions focus on the structure of the government, individual rights, and
judicial review.
- Criminal Law and Procedure: This part assesses knowledge of substantive criminal law, defenses,
and procedural aspects of criminal trials.
- Evidence: This section examines the rules governing the admissibility of evidence in court.
- Real Property: Questions here involve property ownership, rights, and land use principles.
- Civil Procedure: This area covers the rules and principles that govern civil lawsuits in state and
federal courts.
- Business Associations: This includes agency, partnerships, corporations, and limited liability
companies.

2. New York Law Exam (NYLE)

The NYLE is a 50-question, multiple-choice exam that tests candidates on New York-specific laws. The
subjects include:

- New York Civil Practice: This covers procedures and rules specific to civil litigation in New York
courts.
- New York Criminal Law: Focuses on the penal code and criminal procedure unique to New York.



- New York Evidence: Examines the New York rules of evidence and their applications in legal
proceedings.
- New York Real Property Law: This includes topics like landlord-tenant relationships and property
conveyancing.
- New York Professional Responsibility: This section covers the ethical obligations of attorneys
practicing in New York.

3. Performance Test (PT)

The Performance Test assesses practical skills by requiring candidates to complete a legal task, such
as drafting a memorandum or a brief, based on a fictional case. It is not subject-specific but evaluates
the ability to apply legal knowledge in a practical context.

Detailed Breakdown of Key NY Bar Exam Subjects

Understanding the key subjects tested on the NY Bar Exam is essential for effective preparation.
Below is a more detailed examination of some of these subjects.

Contracts

- Formation: Understanding offer, acceptance, and consideration.
- Defenses: Knowledge of capacity, duress, fraud, and illegality.
- Breach and Remedies: Differentiating between types of breaches and available remedies, including
damages and specific performance.

Torts

- Negligence: Elements of duty, breach, causation, and damages.
- Intentional Torts: Familiarity with assault, battery, false imprisonment, and infliction of emotional
distress.
- Strict Liability: Understanding liability without fault, especially in product liability cases.

Constitutional Law

- Federalism: Understanding the division of powers between state and federal governments.
- Individual Rights: Knowledge of the Bill of Rights and substantive due process.
- Judicial Review: Principles governing the courts' power to review legislative and executive actions.



Criminal Law and Procedure

- Substantive Criminal Law: Familiarity with crimes, defenses, and punishments.
- Procedural Aspects: Understanding due process rights, search and seizure rules, and trial rights.

Evidence

- Admissibility of Evidence: Knowledge of relevance, hearsay, exclusions, and exceptions.
- Witness Testimony: Understanding competency, privileges, and impeachment.

Real Property

- Ownership and Interests: Types of estates, future interests, and concurrent ownership.
- Landlord-Tenant Law: Rights and duties of landlords and tenants under New York law.

Civil Procedure

- Jurisdiction: Understanding personal and subject matter jurisdiction.
- Pleadings: Familiarity with complaints, answers, motions, and discovery processes.
- Trial Procedures: Knowledge of trial conduct, jury selection, and post-trial motions.

Business Associations

- Agency Law: Understanding the relationship between agents and principals.
- Corporate Structure: Familiarity with formation, governance, and dissolution of corporations.

Preparing for the NY Bar Exam

Preparation for the New York Bar Exam requires a structured approach and dedication. Here are some
effective strategies:

1. Create a Study Schedule

- Allocate specific times for each subject.
- Include breaks to avoid burnout.
- Set realistic goals and milestones throughout your study period.



2. Use Bar Review Courses

- Consider enrolling in a comprehensive bar review course.
- Take advantage of the resources, including lectures, practice questions, and study materials.

3. Practice with Past Exams

- Familiarize yourself with the format and style of the questions.
- Take timed practice exams to simulate test conditions.
- Review your answers to identify areas needing improvement.

4. Form Study Groups

- Collaborate with peers to discuss complex topics.
- Practice teaching each other to reinforce understanding.

5. Focus on New York-Specific Laws

- Pay special attention to the NYLE and the specific laws applicable in New York.
- Utilize state-specific study materials to enhance your knowledge.

Conclusion

Passing the New York Bar Exam is a significant achievement that opens the door to a successful legal
career. Understanding the subjects covered on the exam and how to prepare effectively is essential
for candidates. By focusing on the key areas of law, utilizing available resources, and committing to a
structured study plan, aspiring attorneys can increase their chances of success on this challenging
examination. As they embark on this journey, candidates should remain diligent, resilient, and aware
that thorough preparation is the cornerstone of success in the legal profession.

Frequently Asked Questions

What subjects are covered on the New York Bar Exam?
The New York Bar Exam covers subjects such as Constitutional Law, Contracts, Criminal Law,
Evidence, Property, Torts, and New York-specific laws including New York Civil Procedure and New
York Professional Responsibility.



How many subjects are tested on the New York Bar Exam?
The New York Bar Exam tests a total of 12 subjects, including both the Multistate Bar Exam (MBE)
subjects and New York-specific law.

What is the format of the New York Bar Exam?
The New York Bar Exam consists of the Uniform Bar Exam (UBE) format, which includes 200 multiple-
choice questions (MBE), 6 essay questions, and 2 performance tests.

Are there any New York-specific subjects on the bar exam?
Yes, the New York Bar Exam includes New York-specific subjects such as New York Civil Procedure,
New York Professional Responsibility, and New York Criminal Procedure.

How can I prepare for the New York Bar Exam subjects?
Preparation for the New York Bar Exam subjects can include taking bar review courses, studying past
exam questions, practicing essays, and using flashcards for key concepts.

What is the passing score for the New York Bar Exam?
The passing score for the New York Bar Exam is 266 out of a possible 400 points.

Is there a difference between the subjects tested in New York
and other states?
Yes, while the UBE subjects are consistent across states, New York has its own specific subjects and
laws that are tested, which may differ from other states.

What resources are available for studying New York Bar Exam
subjects?
Resources for studying include bar review courses, online study guides, flashcards, past exam
questions, and study groups or tutoring specifically focused on New York law.

How long is the New York Bar Exam?
The New York Bar Exam is typically administered over two days: the first day for the essays and
performance tests, and the second day for the MBE.

What topics should I focus on within the New York-specific
subjects?
Focus on key areas such as New York Civil Procedure rules, New York rules of Professional
Responsibility, and unique aspects of New York Criminal Procedure.
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