nursing school entrance exam questions and
answers

nursing school entrance exam questions and answers are essential components for prospective
nursing students preparing to enter nursing programs. These exams assess a candidate's
foundational knowledge and aptitude in subjects critical to nursing education, such as biology,
chemistry, math, and reading comprehension. Understanding the types of questions and having
access to accurate answers helps applicants improve their test-taking skills and boost confidence.
This article explores common nursing school entrance exam questions and answers, provides tips for
effective preparation, and discusses the structure and purpose of these exams. Additionally, it
highlights strategies to approach different question formats and offers sample questions to practice.
With a thorough grasp of these elements, candidates can enhance their chances of success and
secure a place in their desired nursing school.
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Overview of Nursing School Entrance Exams

Nursing school entrance exams are designed to evaluate the readiness and suitability of applicants
for nursing programs. These assessments typically cover essential academic subjects and critical
thinking skills necessary for success in nursing education and practice. Various nursing schools may
utilize different standardized tests, such as the TEAS (Test of Essential Academic Skills), HESI
Admission Assessment, or school-specific entrance exams. Understanding the purpose and format of
these exams is crucial for effective preparation.

Purpose of Nursing Entrance Exams

The primary purpose of nursing school entrance exams is to ensure that applicants possess the
foundational knowledge required for rigorous nursing coursework. These exams help admissions
committees identify candidates who demonstrate proficiency in core areas like mathematics,
science, and language skills. By evaluating these competencies, nursing programs aim to admit
students capable of succeeding academically and professionally.



Formats and Timing

Nursing entrance exams commonly include multiple-choice questions, but may also feature
true/false, fill-in-the-blank, or short answer formats depending on the test. Exams usually have time
constraints ranging from one to three hours. Familiarity with the exam structure and timing helps
applicants manage their test-taking pace effectively.

Common Types of Questions on Nursing Entrance
Exams

Nursing school entrance exam questions and answers span several academic domains, reflecting the
multidisciplinary nature of nursing education. The most frequently tested areas include math,
science, reading comprehension, and English language skills. Each category assesses specific
knowledge and abilities necessary for nursing students.

Math Questions

Math questions typically evaluate basic arithmetic, algebra, fractions, decimals, percentages, ratios,
and sometimes conversions related to nursing measurements. Proficiency in these areas is critical
for medication dosage calculations and understanding clinical data.

Science Questions

Science sections primarily focus on biology and chemistry, covering topics such as human anatomy,
physiology, cellular biology, and chemical reactions. Understanding these concepts is vital for
nursing students to grasp patient care principles and pharmacology.

Reading Comprehension and English

Reading comprehension questions test the ability to understand, analyze, and interpret written
passages. English questions often assess grammar, vocabulary, sentence structure, and spelling.
Strong communication skills are essential for nursing professionals to interact effectively with
patients and colleagues.

Effective Preparation Strategies

Preparation for nursing school entrance exams involves a combination of content review, practice
tests, and skill-building exercises. Developing a structured study plan and utilizing reliable resources
can significantly enhance performance on exam day.



Content Review

Comprehensive review of core subjects such as math, science, and English is fundamental. Utilizing
textbooks, online tutorials, and study guides aligned with the exam's content ensures targeted
learning.

Practice Exams

Taking practice exams under timed conditions helps familiarize candidates with the test format and
identifies areas needing improvement. Reviewing answer explanations deepens understanding and
aids retention.

Time Management and Test Strategies

Effective time management during preparation and on the exam is critical. Strategies include
allocating study time based on subject difficulty, learning to skip and return to challenging
questions, and practicing relaxation techniques to reduce test anxiety.

Sample Nursing School Entrance Exam Questions and
Answers

Below are representative nursing school entrance exam questions along with detailed answers to
illustrate the types of challenges candidates may encounter.

Math Question: If a patient requires 250 mg of medication and the available tablets are 125
mg each, how many tablets should be administered?

Answer: 2 tablets (250 mg + 125 mg = 2)

Biology Question: Which organ is primarily responsible for filtering waste products from the
blood?

Answer: The kidneys

Chemistry Question: What is the pH level of a neutral solution?

Answer: 7

Reading Comprehension: Read the passage carefully and answer: What is the main idea of
the paragraph?



Answer: The main idea summarizes the key point or argument presented in the passage.

English Grammar Question: Choose the correct sentence: "She don't like nursing school" or
"She doesn't like nursing school."

Answer: "She doesn't like nursing school."

Test-Taking Tips for Nursing Entrance Exams

Approaching nursing school entrance exam questions and answers with effective test-taking
techniques can optimize outcomes. Preparing mentally and physically before the exam is as
important as content knowledge.

Reading Questions Carefully

Thoroughly reading each question and all answer choices prevents misinterpretation. Attention to
keywords such as "not," "except," or "always" is essential to avoid mistakes.

Eliminating Incorrect Answers

Using the process of elimination to discard obviously incorrect answers increases the probability of
selecting the correct one. This strategy is particularly useful in multiple-choice sections.

Managing Exam Time

Allocating time wisely across all questions ensures completion within the allotted period. Avoid
spending excessive time on difficult questions; instead, mark them for review and return if time
permits.

Maintaining Focus and Calm

Staying calm and focused throughout the exam reduces errors caused by stress. Techniques such as
deep breathing and positive visualization can help maintain composure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are commonly covered in nursing school entrance



exam questions?

Nursing school entrance exams typically cover topics such as biology, chemistry, anatomy and
physiology, math, reading comprehension, and critical thinking skills.

How can I best prepare for nursing school entrance exam
questions?

To prepare effectively, review relevant science and math concepts, practice sample questions,
improve your reading comprehension, and take timed practice tests to build confidence and time
management skills.

Are there specific question formats I should expect on nursing
school entrance exams?

Yes, entrance exams often include multiple-choice questions, true/false questions, and sometimes
short answer or essay questions focusing on scientific knowledge and critical thinking.

Where can I find reliable nursing school entrance exam
questions and answers for practice?

Reliable practice materials can be found in nursing entrance exam prep books, official nursing
school websites, online educational platforms, and nursing forums.

How important is math in nursing school entrance exam
questions?

Math is important as many exams test basic arithmetic, dosage calculations, and algebraic problem-
solving skills essential for nursing practice.

Can I find free resources with nursing school entrance exam
questions and answers?

Yes, many websites offer free practice questions and answers, including Khan Academy, Quizlet, and
various nursing education blogs and forums.

What strategies help in answering reading comprehension
questions on nursing entrance exams?

Strategies include skimming the passage for main ideas, annotating key points, understanding
vocabulary in context, and answering questions based on evidence from the text.

Do nursing school entrance exams test critical thinking skills?

Yes, many exams include questions designed to assess critical thinking, problem-solving abilities,
and the application of knowledge to practical nursing scenarios.



How long does a typical nursing school entrance exam take?

Most nursing entrance exams last between 2 to 3 hours, but the exact duration depends on the
specific exam and institution requirements.

Can I retake the nursing school entrance exam if I don't pass
the first time?

Policies vary by school, but many nursing programs allow applicants to retake the entrance exam
after a waiting period to improve their scores.

Additional Resources

1. NCLEX-RN Practice Questions Exam Cram

This comprehensive guide offers a wide range of practice questions designed to prepare nursing
students for the NCLEX-RN entrance exam. Each question is accompanied by detailed answer
explanations to help learners understand key concepts. The book covers all essential topics,
including pharmacology, medical-surgical nursing, and mental health nursing, making it an
invaluable resource for exam readiness.

2. Kaplan Nursing School Entrance Exam Prep

Kaplan’s prep book provides a thorough review of the subjects tested on nursing school entrance
exams, such as math, reading comprehension, and science. It includes hundreds of practice
questions with detailed answers and strategies to improve test-taking skills. The book also offers tips
on managing exam anxiety and maximizing study efficiency.

3. ATI TEAS Secrets Study Guide

Focused on the Test of Essential Academic Skills (TEAS), this study guide delivers a comprehensive
collection of practice questions and answers. It covers key content areas like reading, math, science,
and English language usage. The guide also features test-taking strategies and review sections that
help students boost their confidence before the entrance exam.

4. HESI A2 Practice Questions with Detailed Answer Explanations

This book is tailored for students preparing for the HESI Admission Assessment Exam and includes a
variety of practice questions with in-depth explanations. It addresses core subjects such as anatomy,
physiology, chemistry, and vocabulary. The detailed answers help learners grasp difficult topics and

improve their overall test performance.

5. Princeton Review Nursing School Entrance Exams Prep

The Princeton Review’s prep book offers a complete overview of the nursing entrance exam content,
incorporating practice tests and drills. It emphasizes critical thinking and problem-solving skills
necessary for success in nursing school. The book also includes test-taking techniques and time
management advice to help students excel.

6. McGraw-Hill Education Nursing School Entrance Exams

This resource provides extensive practice questions and review material focused on the subjects
commonly tested on nursing entrance exams. It features clear explanations and examples to
reinforce learning. The book also includes full-length practice tests that simulate the actual exam
experience.



7. 5 Practice Tests for Nursing School Entrance Exams

Designed to enhance exam readiness, this book contains five full-length practice tests modeled after
common nursing entrance exams. Each test comes with detailed answer keys and explanations to aid
in understanding mistakes. It’s an excellent tool for self-assessment and identifying areas that need
further study.

8. Barron’s Nursing School Entrance Exams

Barron’s comprehensive guide covers all the main topics found on nursing entrance exams, including
math, biology, and reading comprehension. It includes numerous practice questions and diagnostic
tests to help students evaluate their knowledge. The book also offers strategies to tackle different
question types effectively.

9. Elsevier’s Comprehensive Review for the NCLEX-RN Examination

Though primarily aimed at NCLEX-RN candidates, this review book also serves as a valuable
resource for nursing school entrance exam preparation. It features thousands of practice questions
with rationales and content review sections. The detailed explanations support students in mastering
complex nursing concepts and test formats.
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