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Of Mice and Men is a novel written by John Steinbeck that explores themes of friendship, dreams, and
the harsh realities of life during the Great Depression. Chapter 5 is a pivotal part of the story, marking
a turning point for the characters and deepening the reader's understanding of their relationships and
aspirations. This study guide will break down the key elements of Chapter 5, including the main
events, character developments, themes, and relevant quotes.

Summary of Chapter 5

In Chapter 5, the setting shifts to the barn where the characters are working. The chapter opens with
Lennie sitting alone, petting a dead puppy. The death of the puppy symbolizes the fragility of life and
foreshadows the tragic events to come.

Main Events

1. Lennie's Interaction with the Puppy:
- Lennie is heartbroken over the death of the puppy he accidentally killed. His gentle nature contrasts
sharply with the violence of the situation.
- This moment highlights Lennie's lack of understanding regarding his own strength and the
consequences of his actions.

2. Curley's Wife's Entrance:
- Curley’s wife enters the barn, looking for Curley and seeking companionship. Her loneliness is
palpable, and she reveals her desire for attention and connection.
- She interacts with Lennie, showcasing her own vulnerability and the limitations placed upon her as a
woman in a male-dominated environment.

3. The Dream of the Farm:
- Lennie shares his dream of owning a farm with Curley's wife, which symbolizes hope and the pursuit
of happiness amidst despair.
- This moment serves as a reminder of the American Dream, which is often unattainable for
characters like Lennie and George.

4. The Tragic Climax:
- In a moment of misunderstanding, Lennie inadvertently kills Curley’s wife while trying to silence her
when she screams. This act shatters the dreams and hopes that Lennie and George have built
together.

Character Analysis

1. Lennie Small:



- Lennie’s character is central to the events of Chapter 5. His innocence and mental disabilities
complicate his interactions with others.
- The death of the puppy and Curley’s wife illustrates his tragic inability to control his strength and
understand social norms.

2. Curley’s Wife:
- Representing the theme of loneliness, Curley’s wife is more than just a mere antagonist; she is a
tragic figure yearning for connection and recognition.
- Her dream of becoming a movie star underscores her own unfulfilled aspirations and the limitations
imposed on her by society.

3. George Milton:
- Although George does not appear in this chapter, his influence is felt through Lennie’s conversations
about their shared dream.
- The tragic events that unfold will dramatically affect George's character and his future actions.

Themes

1. The American Dream:
- The idea of owning a piece of land and living off the “fat of the land” reflects the aspirations of many
during the Great Depression.
- In Chapter 5, the dream becomes increasingly fragile, symbolizing the harsh realities faced by the
characters.

2. Isolation and Loneliness:
- Curley’s wife embodies the theme of isolation, as she seeks companionship but is ultimately left
alone.
- The barn serves as a metaphor for the emotional spaces the characters inhabit.

3. Violence and Inadvertent Harm:
- The chapter explores the consequences of violence, both physical and emotional. Lennie’s
unintentional actions lead to irreversible damage.
- Steinbeck highlights how innocence can lead to tragedy, particularly in a world filled with harsh
realities.

Key Quotes

1. “I don’t want to talk to you or anything. I’m just looking for Curley.” - This line from Curley’s wife
illustrates her loneliness and desire for connection despite her defensive demeanor.

2. “You can pet it, but don’t make it too hard.” - Lennie’s misunderstanding of his strength is
encapsulated in this quote, foreshadowing the tragic consequences of his actions.

3. “I seen hundreds of men come by an’ go on the road… an’ that same damn thing in their heads.” -
This line speaks to the futility of dreams during the Great Depression, emphasizing the cyclical nature
of hope and despair.



Discussion Questions

1. What role does Curley’s wife play in the development of the story?
- Consider how her character influences Lennie’s fate and the broader themes of loneliness and
dreams.

2. How does Steinbeck use symbolism in Chapter 5?
- Identify key symbols such as the puppy and the barn, and analyze their meanings within the context
of the narrative.

3. What does the ending of Chapter 5 suggest about the future of Lennie and George’s dreams?
- Explore the implications of Curley’s wife’s death on the trajectory of the characters and their
dreams.

Conclusion

Chapter 5 of Of Mice and Men is a crucial turning point in the narrative, rich with symbolism,
character development, and thematic depth. As Lennie grapples with the consequences of his actions,
the reader is left to ponder the fragility of dreams in a world marked by hardship and isolation.
Through Steinbeck’s poignant storytelling, we are reminded of the complexities of human
relationships and the often harsh realities that overshadow our aspirations. This study guide serves to
deepen your understanding of Chapter 5, preparing you for a more profound engagement with the
text and its enduring themes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What significant event occurs in Chapter 5 of 'Of Mice and
Men'?
In Chapter 5, Lennie accidentally kills Curley's wife while stroking her hair.

How does Lennie's interaction with Curley's wife reflect his
character?
Lennie's innocent desire for companionship leads to tragic consequences, highlighting his lack of
understanding of social boundaries.

What is the setting of Chapter 5, and how does it contribute
to the story?
The chapter is set in the barn, which creates a sense of isolation and foreshadows the tragic events
that unfold.



How does George react to the events that take place in
Chapter 5?
George is devastated by Lennie's actions and understands the severity of the situation, realizing their
dream of a better life is now in jeopardy.

What themes are highlighted in Chapter 5 of 'Of Mice and
Men'?
Themes of loneliness, the fragility of dreams, and the consequences of violence are prominently
featured in this chapter.

What foreshadowing occurs in Chapter 5 regarding the fate of
the characters?
Lennie's earlier incident with the puppy foreshadows the tragic outcome of his encounter with
Curley's wife, suggesting that he cannot control his strength.

How does Steinbeck use symbolism in Chapter 5?
The dead puppy symbolizes the loss of innocence and foreshadows the impending tragedy,
emphasizing the theme of shattered dreams.
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