
oklahoma high school football state champions

history

Oklahoma high school football state champions history is a rich tapestry woven with tradition, rivalry,

and a deep love for the game. The state of Oklahoma has long been known for its passionate support

of high school athletics, particularly football. From its early days to the present, the history of state

champions in Oklahoma reflects not only the evolution of the sport but also the communities that rally

around their teams. In this article, we will explore the milestones, notable teams, and the significance

of high school football in Oklahoma.

The Origins of High School Football in Oklahoma

The roots of high school football in Oklahoma can be traced back to the early 1900s. As the state

grew and developed, so did the desire for organized sports. The first recorded high school football

game in Oklahoma took place in 1895, and by the 1900s, many schools were forming teams.

- Formation of the Oklahoma Secondary School Activities Association (OSSAA): In 1920, the OSSAA

was established to regulate interscholastic activities, including football. This organization played a

crucial role in standardizing rules and organizing state championships.

- Inaugural State Championship: The first official state championship game in Oklahoma occurred in

1916, marking the beginning of a rich tradition that would continue for over a century.

Decade by Decade: Milestones in State Championship History

As the decades progressed, Oklahoma high school football saw significant changes, including the



formation of classifications and increasing competition. Below is an overview of the key milestones by

decade:

1920s-1940s: The Early Years

- Formation of Classifications: In the 1920s, the OSSAA began classifying schools based on

enrollment. This change allowed for fairer competition and the opportunity for smaller schools to

compete for championships.

- Dominant Teams: The 1930s and 1940s saw teams like the Ardmore Tigers and the Enid Plainsmen

rise to prominence, with multiple state titles to their credit.

1950s-1970s: The Rise of Powerhouse Programs

- Emergence of Powerhouse Schools: Schools such as Tulsa Central, Muskogee, and Broken Arrow

became dominant forces in the 1950s and 1960s, each winning multiple state championships.

- Integration of Schools: The 1970s brought changes to Oklahoma high school football with the

integration of schools, leading to a more diverse competition landscape.

1980s-1990s: The Age of Dynasties

- Dynasties Formed: The 1980s and 1990s saw the rise of dynasties, such as the Jenks Trojans and

the Union Redhawks, both of which established themselves as top-tier programs.

- Record-Breaking Seasons: Jenks, in particular, became known for its impressive winning streaks and

championship titles, setting the standard for high school football excellence in Oklahoma.



2000s-Present: Modern Era and Expanding Reach

- Increased Competition: The 2000s have witnessed increasing competitiveness with schools like

Bixby, Mustang, and Owasso making their marks on the championship landscape.

- Technology and Training: Modern advancements in training, coaching, and technology have elevated

the level of play, with teams employing sophisticated strategies and analytics.

- Recent Champions: The 2020s have seen Bixby emerge as a formidable program, achieving multiple

state championships and continuing the tradition of excellence in Oklahoma high school football.

Notable Teams and Players in Oklahoma High School Football

History

Throughout its history, Oklahoma high school football has produced numerous standout teams and

players who have gone on to achieve great success at collegiate and professional levels. Here are a

few notable mentions:

Legendary Teams

1. Jenks Trojans: With a storied history of success, the Jenks Trojans have claimed numerous state

titles and are often regarded as one of the premier high school programs in the nation.

2. Union Redhawks: Known for their consistency and competitive spirit, the Union Redhawks have

been a powerhouse in the Tulsa area, with multiple championships under their belt.

3. Bixby Spartans: In recent years, Bixby has emerged as a dominant force, capturing several state



championships and establishing a reputation for excellence.

Impactful Players

Several players from Oklahoma high school football have left an indelible mark on the sport:

- Sam Bradford: A former star at Putnam City North, Bradford went on to win the Heisman Trophy and

had a successful NFL career as a quarterback.

- Josh Heupel: After leading the City North team to a state championship, Heupel became a standout

quarterback at the University of Oklahoma and later transitioned into coaching.

- Baker Mayfield: Known for his competitive nature and leadership, Mayfield's high school career at

Lake Travis in Texas sparked his journey to becoming a Heisman Trophy winner and NFL

quarterback.

The Cultural Significance of High School Football in Oklahoma

High school football in Oklahoma is more than just a game; it is a community event that brings people

together. Friday night lights symbolize pride, tradition, and community spirit. Here are some aspects of

its cultural significance:

- Community Identity: High school football teams often serve as a source of pride for their

communities, fostering a sense of identity and belonging.

- Rivalries: Rivalry games are highly anticipated events that can define a season, bringing excitement

and engagement from local fans and alumni.

- Economic Impact: Successful football programs can have a significant economic impact on their



communities through increased attendance at games, merchandise sales, and local sponsorships.

- Scholarship Opportunities: High school football provides student-athletes with opportunities to earn

scholarships, enabling them to pursue higher education while continuing to play the sport they love.

Conclusion

The history of Oklahoma high school football state champions is a testament to the enduring spirit of

competition and community pride. From its humble beginnings to the powerhouse programs of today,

high school football has become an integral part of the fabric of Oklahoma society. As new generations

of players take the field, they carry with them the legacy of those who came before them, ensuring that

the history of Oklahoma high school football continues to thrive for years to come. The echoes of the

past can be heard in the cheers of the crowd, the sound of the whistle, and the thrill of competition,

making every game a chapter in this ongoing story of passion and pride.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year did Oklahoma high school football state championships

begin?

The Oklahoma high school football state championships began in 1911.

Which school has won the most Oklahoma high school football state

championships?

As of 2023, Jenks High School holds the record for the most state championships, with 19 titles.



What is the classification system used in Oklahoma high school

football?

Oklahoma high school football uses a classification system that includes several divisions, such as 6A,

5A, 4A, 3A, 2A, A, and B.

When do the Oklahoma high school football state championship games

typically take place?

The Oklahoma high school football state championship games usually take place in December.

Which team won the most recent Oklahoma high school football state

championship?

As of the end of the 2022 season, the most recent state champion in Oklahoma high school football

was the Bixby High School Spartans.

What is the significance of the 'Battle of the Bell' in Oklahoma high

school football?

The 'Battle of the Bell' is a significant rivalry game between the schools of Jenks and Union,

highlighting the competitive spirit in Oklahoma high school football.

Have there been any notable NFL players who played high school

football in Oklahoma?

Yes, several notable NFL players, including Adrian Peterson and Chris Harris Jr., played high school

football in Oklahoma.



How are state champions recognized in Oklahoma high school

football?

State champions in Oklahoma high school football are recognized by the Oklahoma Secondary School

Activities Association (OSSAA) and are awarded trophies, medals, and titles for their achievements.
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