
of mice and men quotes with page
numbers

Of Mice and Men quotes with page numbers serve as a crucial framework for
understanding the themes, characters, and emotional weight of John
Steinbeck’s classic novella. Published in 1937, "Of Mice and Men" is a
poignant tale set during the Great Depression, exploring the dreams and
struggles of two displaced ranch workers, George and Lennie. Throughout the
narrative, Steinbeck’s use of dialogue and narrative exposition reveals the
depth of his characters’ desires and the harsh realities they face. This
article delves into significant quotes from the text, providing page numbers
for reference and analysis of their meanings and contexts.

Key Themes Reflected in Quotes

The quotes from "Of Mice and Men" encapsulate several central themes,
including friendship, the American Dream, loneliness, and the nature of
dreams. Each theme is intricately woven into the fabric of the characters'
lives and their interactions with one another.

Friendship

The bond between George and Lennie is one of the most significant aspects of
the novella. Their relationship illustrates the importance of companionship
in a world marked by isolation.

1. “Guys like us, that work on ranches, are the loneliest guys in the world.
They got no family. They don’t belong no place.” (Page 35)
- This quote reflects George's understanding of the solitary existence of
itinerant workers during the Great Depression. It highlights the rarity and
value of the friendship he shares with Lennie.

2. “I got you to look after me, and you got me to look after you.” (Page 14)
- This powerful statement underscores the mutual dependence between George
and Lennie. Their friendship serves as a source of strength, emphasizing the
theme of loyalty in a world where others are often left to fend for
themselves.

The American Dream

The pursuit of the American Dream is another critical theme in Steinbeck’s
narrative, represented through the characters’ aspirations and the harsh
realities they face.

1. “We got a future. We got somebody to talk to that gives a damn about us.
We don’t have to sit in no bar room blowin’ in the jack.” (Page 13)
- George expresses this sentiment to illustrate the hope and ambition both he
and Lennie harbor. Their dream of owning a piece of land symbolizes their
desire for stability and a better life, contrasting sharply with their
current circumstances.



2. “Tell me about it, George.” (Page 1)
- Lennie often prompts George to recount their dream, showcasing Lennie's
innocence and unwavering belief in the possibility of achieving their goals.
This quote serves as a reminder of the hope that propels them forward,
despite the obstacles they face.

Loneliness

Loneliness permeates the lives of the characters in "Of Mice and Men," often
leading to desperation and a yearning for connection.

1. “I seen hundreds of men come by an’ go on the road an’ same damn thing
with their lives.” (Page 33)
- Crooks, the stable hand, speaks this line, reflecting on the cyclical
nature of loneliness experienced by itinerant workers. This quote highlights
the despair that often accompanies the pursuit of the American Dream.

2. “I could have made somethin’ of myself.” (Page 93)
- Curley’s wife expresses her regrets about the lost opportunities in her
life, revealing her own feelings of isolation and unfulfilled dreams. This
moment emphasizes the pervasive theme of loneliness that affects all
characters in the novella.

The Nature of Dreams

Dreams serve as a driving force for the characters, reflecting their desires
and the disillusionment that often accompanies them.

1. “We’re gonna get the land, and we’re gonna have a house, and we’re gonna
live off the fat of the land.” (Page 56)
- George’s passionate declaration about their dream of owning land
exemplifies the idealistic vision that sustains them through their struggles.
This moment is filled with hope, yet it underscores the fragility of their
aspirations.

2. “You’re a God damn tramp… You’re a louse.” (Page 88)
- Curley’s wife lashes out in this quote, highlighting the resentment that
stems from her own thwarted dreams. Her aggressive words reveal the
complexity of her character, trapped by her circumstances and longing for a
different life.

Character Development Through Quotes

The characters in "Of Mice and Men" are brought to life through their words
and actions. Steinbeck’s skillful use of dialogue not only reveals their
personalities but also deepens the reader's understanding of their
motivations and conflicts.

George Milton

George is a complex character, torn between his protective instincts for



Lennie and his own dreams.

1. “I seen too many guys with land in their hands… An’ they lost it.” (Page
72)
- This quote reflects George’s cynicism and the harsh realities of life as a
ranch worker. It reveals his protective nature towards Lennie, as he
understands the risks involved in their dream.

2. “I’ll be a son-of-a-bitch…I’m gonna get a job.” (Page 90)
- In a moment of frustration, George’s determination shines through. This
line encapsulates the struggle and resilience that characterize his journey.

Lennie Small

Lennie’s innocence and mental challenges create both endearing and tragic
moments in the story.

1. “I didn’t do it. I didn’t do it.” (Page 68)
- Lennie’s repetition of this line after an incident illustrates his
inability to comprehend the consequences of his actions. This quote evokes
sympathy for his character while highlighting the theme of innocence amidst
tragedy.

2. “I want to tend the rabbits.” (Page 14)
- Lennie’s dream of tending rabbits symbolizes his desire for a simple,
nurturing life. This recurring phrase serves as a motif throughout the
novella, representing both hope and the inevitable tragedy of his fate.

The Emotional Weight of Steinbeck’s Quotes

The emotional resonance of Steinbeck’s quotes transcends the text, allowing
readers to connect deeply with the characters' struggles.

1. “A guy needs somebody – to be near him.” (Page 72)
- This simple yet profound statement underscores the human need for
companionship and connection. It resonates throughout the novella, reflecting
the isolation experienced by various characters.

2. “I seen what they done to my friend.” (Page 99)
- George’s words at the story’s climax evoke heartbreak and loss. This quote
captures the essence of sacrifice, friendship, and the tragic dimensions of
the American Dream.

Conclusion

In "Of Mice and Men," John Steinbeck masterfully uses quotes to encapsulate
the key themes and emotions of his characters. The quotes examined in this
article provide insight into the complexities of friendship, the pursuit of
dreams, and the pervasive loneliness that marks the human experience. By
referencing specific page numbers, readers can revisit these poignant moments
and reflect on the timeless relevance of Steinbeck’s work. As we delve into
the depths of these characters' lives, we are reminded of the fragility of



dreams and the enduring power of human connection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a significant quote from 'Of Mice and Men'
that captures the theme of dreams?

One significant quote is: 'Guys like us, that work on ranches, are the
loneliest guys in the world... But not us. Not us... We got a future.' (Page
14)

Which quote highlights the bond between George and
Lennie?

'I got you to look after me, and you got me to look after you, and that’s
why.' (Page 13)

What quote demonstrates the idea of loneliness in the
novel?

'I seen hundreds of men come by an’ go on the road an’ same damn thing in the
end.' (Page 72)

Can you provide a quote that reflects Curley’s
aggressive nature?

'Curley’s like a lot of little guys. He’s all mixed up and a bit mad.' (Page
26)

What quote illustrates Lennie’s innocence?

'I don’t want no trouble... I just want to tend the rabbits.' (Page 56)

What quote from the book signifies the importance of
companionship?

'A guy needs somebody—to be around him. A guy goes nuts if he ain’t got
nobody.' (Page 35)

Which quote foreshadows the tragic ending of the
story?

'Tell me about it, George.' (Page 1) - This line foreshadows the repetitive
cycle of dreams and disappointments.

What is an important quote that reflects the American
Dream?

'We could live offa the fatta the lan’.' (Page 15) - This quote encapsulates
the aspiration for a better life.
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