
once upon a december piano chords

once upon a december piano chords are a popular choice for pianists seeking
to capture the enchanting and nostalgic essence of the beloved song from the
animated film "Anastasia." This piece is celebrated for its haunting melody
and emotional depth, making it a favorite for both beginners and advanced
players. Understanding the chord progression and structure is essential to
mastering the song and delivering its magical ambiance. This article explores
the essential chords, variations, and tips to play "Once Upon a December" on
the piano effectively. It also delves into the song’s background, providing
context that enriches the playing experience. Whether for performance or
personal enjoyment, mastering these piano chords will enhance your musical
repertoire and appreciation for film music.
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Understanding the Song and Its Background
The song "Once Upon a December" originates from the 1997 animated film
"Anastasia," composed by Stephen Flaherty with lyrics by Lynn Ahrens. It
serves as a haunting lullaby that evokes memories and the wistful longing of
the film’s protagonist. The melody is both melancholic and hopeful, which is
reflected in the delicate yet expressive piano chords. Recognizing the
emotional tone and narrative role of the song is crucial for interpreting the
chords with sensitivity and musicality.

Its timeless appeal and cinematic origin contribute to its popularity among
piano players looking to explore film music. The piece is often used in
recitals and tutorials because of its melodious chord patterns and moderate
tempo, making it accessible and rewarding to learn.

Basic Once Upon a December Piano Chords
Mastering the basic chords is the first step toward playing "Once Upon a
December." The song primarily uses common chords in a minor key, which gives
it its distinctive, dreamy atmosphere. The fundamental chords include minor,
major, and diminished chords that are arranged in a way to reflect the song’s
nostalgic mood.



Key Chords Used in the Song
The song is typically played in the key of A minor, which is suitable for
capturing its emotional depth. The primary chords are:

Am (A minor): The tonic chord that grounds the melody.

Dm (D minor): Adds a somber and reflective tone.

E7 (E dominant 7): Creates tension leading back to the tonic.

F (F major): Introduces warmth and resolution.

G (G major): Provides a melodic lift and contrast.

Em (E minor): Enhances the melancholic atmosphere.

Basic Chord Shapes and Fingering
For beginners, it’s important to familiarize with the standard finger
positioning for each chord to ensure smooth transitions. The basic chord
shapes are:

Am: A-C-E played with fingers 1, 3, and 5.

Dm: D-F-A played with fingers 1, 2, and 4.

E7: E-G#-B-D with fingers 1, 2, 3, and 5.

F: F-A-C with fingers 1, 3, and 5.

G: G-B-D with fingers 1, 3, and 5.

Em: E-G-B with fingers 1, 2, and 4.

Practicing these chord shapes slowly will facilitate muscle memory and
improve overall performance.

Chord Progressions and Structure
Understanding the chord progressions within "Once Upon a December" is
essential for recreating its haunting melody and emotional dynamics. The song
features a repeating structure that combines minor and major chords to evoke
a sense of nostalgia and wonder.



Main Progression Pattern
The typical chord progression follows a cycle that supports the vocal melody
and instrumental interludes. A common progression used in the verse is:

Am1.

Dm2.

G3.

C4.

F5.

Em6.

E77.

Am8.

This progression alternates between tension and resolution, which effectively
conveys the song’s emotional narrative. The use of the E7 chord before
returning to Am is particularly important for creating a musical cadence that
feels both satisfying and evocative.

Bridge and Chorus Variations
The bridge and chorus sections introduce slight variations in the chord
patterns, often incorporating suspended chords and diminished chords to add
harmonic interest. These variations help to build intensity and highlight the
lyrical themes of memory and longing.

Suspended chords (e.g., Asus2, Dsus4): Add a sense of openness and
unresolved tension.

Diminished chords (e.g., Bdim): Create dramatic tension and transition
between sections.

Advanced Chord Variations and Techniques
For intermediate and advanced pianists, exploring chord extensions and
embellishments can enrich the sound of "Once Upon a December." These
variations provide a fuller harmonic texture and allow for personal
interpretation.



Chord Extensions and Inversions
Adding sevenths, ninths, or using chord inversions helps to create smoother
transitions and adds depth. Examples include:

Am7: A-C-E-G adds warmth and complexity to the tonic chord.

Dm9: D-F-A-C-E introduces a jazzy, ethereal quality.

Inversions: Playing chords in first or second inversion to facilitate
hand movement and melodic flow.

Arpeggios and Pedal Usage
Incorporating arpeggios can replicate the flowing, lullaby-like quality of
the original arrangement. Using the sustain pedal judiciously enhances
resonance without blurring harmonic clarity. Pianists should practice:

Breaking chords into arpeggios for a delicate, cascading effect.

Timing pedal lifts precisely to avoid muddy sound.

Tips for Playing Once Upon a December on Piano
Performance of "Once Upon a December" demands attention to dynamics, tempo,
and emotional expression. The following tips can help pianists capture the
essence of the piece:

Practice Techniques

Start slow to master chord transitions and finger placements.

Use a metronome to maintain consistent tempo reflective of the song’s
mood.

Focus on smooth legato playing to mirror the song’s lyrical flow.

Practice hands separately before combining to build confidence.

Expressive Elements
Dynamic control is vital; pianists should vary volume and intensity to
reflect the song’s emotional shifts. Soft passages convey intimacy, while
gentle crescendos build emotional climax. Paying attention to phrasing and



subtle tempo rubato enriches the interpretation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic piano chords for 'Once Upon a
December'?
The basic piano chords for 'Once Upon a December' include Am, Dm, G, C, F,
E7, and Em. These chords form the foundation of the song's haunting melody.

Is 'Once Upon a December' easy to play on piano for
beginners?
Yes, 'Once Upon a December' can be played by beginners with some practice, as
it mainly uses common chords and a moderate tempo. Starting with simplified
chord versions helps in learning the song.

Where can I find the sheet music or chord charts for
'Once Upon a December'?
You can find sheet music and chord charts for 'Once Upon a December' on music
websites like Musicnotes, Musescore, or Ultimate Guitar. Many tutorials and
free versions are also available on YouTube and piano learning platforms.

What key is 'Once Upon a December' typically played
in on piano?
'Once Upon a December' is typically played in the key of A minor, which
contributes to its melancholic and nostalgic tone.

How can I add emotion to my piano playing of 'Once
Upon a December'?
To add emotion when playing 'Once Upon a December,' focus on dynamics by
varying your playing volume, use pedal sustain to create a dreamy effect, and
pay attention to the phrasing and timing to convey the song’s nostalgic and
haunting mood.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Once Upon a December: Piano Chords and Beyond
This book offers a comprehensive guide to playing "Once Upon a December" on
the piano, focusing on chord progressions and finger techniques. It includes
detailed chord charts, practice exercises, and tips for mastering the



haunting melody. Ideal for intermediate pianists looking to expand their
repertoire.

2. Once Upon a December: A Pianist’s Chord Companion
Designed specifically for pianists, this book breaks down the chord
structures of "Once Upon a December" and explores variations to enhance
performance. It also provides insights into the song’s harmonic framework and
emotional expression. A valuable resource for those wanting to deepen their
musical interpretation.

3. Enchanting Piano Chords: Once Upon a December and Other Disney Classics
This collection features chord arrangements for "Once Upon a December"
alongside other beloved Disney songs. Each piece is annotated with chord
symbols, fingerings, and stylistic tips. Perfect for pianists who enjoy a
blend of nostalgic melodies and chord work.

4. The Art of Playing Once Upon a December: Chords, Techniques, and
Interpretation
Explore the technical and artistic elements of "Once Upon a December" with
this in-depth guide. The book emphasizes chord voicing, dynamics, and
phrasing to bring the piece to life. Suitable for pianists aiming to perform
with emotional depth and technical finesse.

5. Piano Chord Patterns for Once Upon a December
Focusing on chord patterns and progressions, this book helps pianists
understand the harmonic structure of "Once Upon a December." It includes
exercises to develop chord transitions and rhythmic precision. A practical
workbook for players at all skill levels.

6. Once Upon a December: Simplified Piano Chords and Melody
This edition provides a simplified version of the song’s chords and melody,
making it accessible to beginners. Clear notation and step-by-step
instructions guide learners through the piece. An excellent starting point
for novice pianists wanting to play this beautiful tune.

7. From Notes to Chords: Unlocking Once Upon a December on Piano
Learn how to transform the song’s notes into rich chordal arrangements with
this instructional book. It covers chord theory, harmonization techniques,
and improvisation ideas inspired by "Once Upon a December." Great for
pianists seeking to expand their creative skills.

8. Once Upon a December: Chord Sheets and Practice Strategies for Pianists
This resource provides chord sheets alongside structured practice plans
tailored to "Once Upon a December." It emphasizes efficient learning methods
and includes tips for memorization and performance readiness. Ideal for self-
taught pianists and students.

9. Haunting Melodies: Exploring Once Upon a December Through Piano Chords
Delve into the evocative mood of "Once Upon a December" with a focus on its
chordal textures and atmosphere. The book discusses the emotional impact of
chord choices and offers suggestions for expressive playing. Perfect for



pianists interested in mood and storytelling through music.
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