OAK CREEK HISTORICAL SOCIETY

OAak Creek HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS A BEACON OF HISTORY AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT IN OAk CREEk, W/ISCONSIN. FOUNDED
TO PRESERVE AND PROMOTE THE RICH HISTORICAL HERITAGE OF THE AREA, THE SOCIETY PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN EDUCATING
RESIDENTS AND VISITORS ABOUT THE CITY'S PAST. W/ITH A PLETHORA OF RESOURCES, EVENTS, AND PROGRAMS, THE O AK
CREEK HISTORICAL SOCIETY SERVES AS A VITAL LINK BETWEEN THE PAST AND PRESENT, ENSURING THAT THE STORIES OF THOSE
WHO CAME BEFORE US ARE NOT FORGOTTEN.

MissioN AND VisioN oF THE OAk Creek HISTORICAL SOCIETY

THE PRIMARY MISSION OF THE OAk CREEK HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS TO PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF OAk CREEK AND ITS
SURROUNDING AREAS. THIS IS ACHIEVED THROUGH A VARIETY OF INITIATIVES, INCLUDING:

o RESEARCH AND PRESERVATION: THE SOCIETY COLLECTS, ARCHIVES, AND PRESERVES HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS,
PHOTOGRAPHS, AND ARTIFACTS.

¢ PusLIC EDUCATION: THROUGH W ORKSHOPS, SEMINARS, AND GUIDED TOURS, THE SOCIETY EDUCATES THE COMMUNITY
ABOUT LOCAL HISTORY.

e COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: THE SOCIETY ENCOURAGES COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT THROUGH VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
AND COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS.

THE SOCIETY'S VISION IS TO CREATE A VIBRANT COMMUNITY THAT APPRECIATES AND HONORS ITS HISTORICAL ROOTS WHILE
FOSTERING PRIDE IN Oak CREEK'S HERITAGE.

HisTorY ofF THE OAk Creek HISTORICAL SOCIETY

THE Oak CREEK HISTORICAL SOCIETY WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE EARLY ]QQOS, BORN FROM A GRASSROOTS EFFORT BY LOCAL
RESIDENTS WHO RECOGNIZED THE NEED TO PRESERVE THEIR COMMUNITY'S HISTORY. OVER THE YEARS, THE SOCIETY HAS GROWN
IN MEMBERSHIP AND INFLUENCE, BECOMING A KEY PLAYER IN LOCAL HISTORICAL PRESERVATION EFFORTS.

Key MILESTONES

THE SOCIETY HAS REACHED SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES SINCE ITS INCEPTION:

1. FORMATION: THE SOCIETY WAS OFFICIALLY FORMED IN 199 T, BRINGING TOGETHER HISTORY ENTHUSIASTS WHO WERE
PASSIONATE ABOUT DOCUMENTING AND PRESERVING OAk CREEK'S PAST.

2. FIRST HISTORICAL EXHIBIT: IN 1995, THE SOCIETY HOSTED ITS FIRST HISTORICAL EXHIBIT, SHOWCASING ARTIFACTS AND
PHOTOGRAPHS THAT DEPICTED THE EARLY DAYS oF OAk CREEK.

3. ACQUISITION OF A HisTORIC BUILDING: IN 2005, THE SOCIETY ACQUIRED A HISTORIC BUILDING, WHICH SERVES AS ITS
HEADQUARTERS AND A CENTER FOR COMMUNITY EVENTS.

4. EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS: OVER THE YEARS, THE SOCIETY HAS DEVELOPED NUMEROUS EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AIMED AT
SCHOOLS, FAMILIES, AND HISTORY BUFFS ALIKE.



PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

THe OAk CREEK HISTORICAL SOCIETY OFFERS A WIDE RANGE OF PROGRAMS AND EVENTS DESIGNED TO ENGAGE THE COMMUNITY
AND PROMOTE HISTORICAL AWARENESS. SOME OF THE MOST POPULAR OFFERINGS INCLUDE:

\X/ ORKSHOPS AND LECTURES

THE SOCIETY HOSTS REGULAR WORKSHOPS AND LECTURES THAT COVER VARIOUS TOPICS RELATED TO LOCAL HISTORY. THESE
SESSIONS ARE LED BY KNOWLEDGEABLE SPEAKERS AND OFTEN FEATURE INTERACTIVE ELEMENTS, ALLOWING ATTENDEES TO
ENGAGE DIRECTLY WITH THE MATERIAL.

GuIDED Tours

ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SOCIETY’S OFFERINGS IS ITS GUIDED HISTORICAL TOURS. THESE TOURS TAKE PARTICIPANTS
THROUGH KEY HISTORIC SITES IN OAK CREEK/ PROVIDING INSIGHTS AND STORYTELLING THAT BRING THE PAST TO LIFE. SOME
POPULAR TOUR THEMES INCLUDE!:

- HisToric HoMES ToUR: EXPLORE ARCHITECTURAL STYLES AND STORIES BEHIND SOME OF Oak CREEK'S OLDEST HOMES.
- INDUSTRIAL HISTORY TOUR: LEARN ABOUT THE INDUSTRIES THAT SHAPED THE LOCAL ECONOMY AND COMMUNITY.

- W AR HiIsTORY TouUR: DISCOVER THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF OAK CREEK RESIDENTS IN VARIOUS CONFLICTS THROUGHOUT
HISTORY.

ANNUAL EVENTS

THe OAk CREEK HISTORICAL SOCIETY ALSO ORGANIZES SEVERAL ANNUAL EVENTS THAT ARE HIGHLY ANTICIPATED BY THE
COMMUNITY. THESE EVENTS TYPICALLY INCLUDE:

- HerITAGE FESTIVAL: A CELEBRATION OF OAK CREEK’S HISTORY FEATURING FOOD, MUSIC, CRAFTS, AND ACTIVITIES FOR ALL
AGES.

- HISTORICAL REENACTMENTS: ENGAGE IN LIVE REENACTMENTS THAT OFFER A GLIMPSE INTO LIFE IN DIFFERENT ERAS.

- OPEN House DAYS: THE SOCIETY OPENS ITS DOORS TO THE PUBLIC, SHOWCASING ITS COLLECTIONS AND OFFERING SPECIAL
TOURS AND PRESENTATIONS.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

THE Oak CREEK HISTORICAL SOCIETY THRIVES ON THE SUPPORT OF DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS. THERE ARE NUMEROUS
OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDIVIDUALS TO GET INVOLVED, INCLUDING:

- DOCENT ROLES: VOLUNTEERS CAN SERVE AS GUIDES DURING TOURS AND EVENTS, SHARING THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND PASSION
FOR HISTORY.

- RESEARCH ASSISTANCE: THOSE WITH A KNACK FOR RESEARCH CAN HELP ORGANIZE AND CATALOG HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS
AND ARTIFACTS.

- EVENT PLANNING: VOLUNTEERS CAN ASSIST IN PLANNING AND EXECUTING EVENTS, ENSURING THAT THEY RUN SMOOTHLY AND
SUCCESSFULLY.



MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

JOINING THE OAKk CREEK HISTORICAL SOCIETY COMES WITH NUMEROUS BENEFITS, MAKING IT AN ATTRACTIVE OPTION FOR THOSE
INTERESTED IN LOCAL HISTORY. SOME OF THE PERKS OF MEMBERSHIP INCLUDE:

- ACCESS To EXCLUSIVE EVENTS: MEMBERS RECEIVE INVITATIONS TO SPECIAL EVENTS AND BEHIND-THE-SCENES TOURS.

- NEWSLETTERS AND PUBLICATIONS: MEMBERS RECEIVE REGULAR NEWSLETTERS THAT KEEP THEM INFORMED ABOUT UPCOMING
EVENTS AND LOCAL HISTORY NEWS.

- NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES: MEMBERSHIP ALLOWS INDIVIDUALS TO CONNECT WITH LIKE-MINDED HISTORY ENTHUSIASTS AND
PROFESSIONALS.

CoMMUNITY IMPACT

THe Oak CrEEk HISTORICAL SOCIETY PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN THE COMMUNITY BY FOSTERING A SENSE OF IDENTITY AND PRIDE
AMONG RESIDENTS. BY PRESERVING LOCAL HISTORY, THE SOCIETY HELPS INDIVIDUALS UNDERSTAND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THEIR
SURROUNDINGS AND THE STORIES THAT HAVE SHAPED THEIR COMMUNITY.

ENGAGING YOUTH IN HISTORY

ONE OF THE SOCIETY’S PRIORITIES IS TO ENGAGE YOUNG PEOPLE IN HISTORICAL EDUCATION. BY OFFERING SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AND INTERACTIVE LEARNING EXPERIENCES, THE SOCIETY INSTILLS A LOVE FOR HISTORY IN FUTURE GENERATIONS. ACTIVITIES MAY
INCLUDE:

- FIELD TRIPS: SCHOOLS CAN SCHEDULE VISITS TO THE SOCIETY’S HEADQUARTERS FOR GUIDED TOURS AND HANDS-ON
ACTIVITIES.

- HiIsTORY PROJECTS: THE SOCIETY COLLABORATES WITH LOCAL EDUCATORS TO DEVELOP PROJECTS THAT ENCOURAGE
STUDENTS TO EXPLORE THEIR COMMUNITY’S PAST.

CoNCLUSION

THe Oak CReek HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS MORE THAN JUST A REPOSITORY OF ARTIFACTS; IT IS A LIVING, BREATHING
ORGANIZATION THAT CONNECTS THE COMMUNITY TO ITS HISTORY. THROUGH EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, ENGAGING EVENTS, AND
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES, THE SOCIETY FOSTERS A DEEP APPRECIATION FOR THE PAST WHILE ACTIVELY SHAPING THE FUTURE
of Oak CRreek. WHETHER YOU’RE A LIFELONG RESIDENT OR A NEWCOMER, GETTING INVOLVED WITH THE OAk CREEK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY IS A MEANINGFUL WAY TO CONNECT WITH THE RICH HISTORY THAT DEFINES THIS VIBRANT COMMUNITY.

FREQUENTLY ASKeED QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE MISSION oF THE OAk CReek HISTORICAL SOCIETY?

THe MissioN ofF THE Oak CREEk HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS TO PRESERVE AND PROMOTE THE HISTORY OF OAk CREEK AND ITS
SURROUNDING AREAS THROUGH EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, HISTORICAL PRESERVATION, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT.

WHAT TYPES OF EVENTS DOES THE OAK CREEK HISTORICAL SOCIETY ORGANIZE?

THeE OAk CREEK HISTORICAL SOCIETY ORGANIZES A VARIETY OF EVENTS, INCLUDING HISTORICAL TOURS, EDUCATIONAL
W ORKSHOPS, LECTURES, AND COMMUNITY FESTIVALS THAT CELEBRATE LOCAL HISTORY AND CULTURE.



How cAN | GET INVOLVED WITH THE OAk CrEek HISTORICAL SOCIETY?

INDIVIDUALS CAN GET INVOLVED WITH THE OAk CREEK HISTORICAL SOCIETY BY BECOMING A MEMBER, VOLUNTEERING FOR
EVENTS, ATTENDING MEETINGS, OR PARTICIPATING IN LOCAL HISTORICAL PRESERVATION EFFORTS.

ARE THERE ANY NOTABLE HISTORICAL SITES MANAGED BY THE OAk Creek HISTORICAL
SOCIETY?

YES, THE OAk CREEK HISTORICAL SOCIETY MANAGES SEVERAL NOTABLE HISTORICAL SITES, INCLUDING THE Oak CREEK
HisToricAL MUSEUM, WHICH SHOWCASES ARTIFACTS AND EXHIBITS RELATED TO THE CITY’'S HISTORY.

How poEes THE OAk CREek HISTORICAL SOCIETY CONTRIBUTE TO LOCAL EDUCATION?

THE Oak CreEk HISTORICAL SOCIETY CONTRIBUTES TO LOCAL EDUCATION BY PROVIDING RESOURCES FOR SCHOOLS, HOSTING
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS, AND PARTNERING WITH EDUCATORS TO INTEGRATE LOCAL HISTORY INTO THE
CURRICULUM.
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