
o pee chee hockey cards
O Pee Chee hockey cards have long been a staple in the world of sports collectibles,
particularly among hockey enthusiasts. Originating from Canada, these cards have not
only captured the hearts of fans but have also become a lucrative investment for
collectors. In this article, we will explore the history of O Pee Chee hockey cards, their
significance in the realm of sports memorabilia, and tips for collectors to enhance their
collections.

History of O Pee Chee Hockey Cards

O Pee Chee, a company founded in 1932, initially focused on producing chewing gum. It
wasn't until the late 1930s that the company ventured into the world of sports cards,
starting with baseball cards. However, it was in the 1960s that O Pee Chee truly made its
mark in the hockey card industry.

The 1960s and 1970s Boom

In 1964, O Pee Chee signed a licensing agreement with the NHL to produce hockey
trading cards. This marked the beginning of a significant era for hockey card collectors.
The cards were notable for their vibrant designs and high-quality photography, which
captured players in action and helped fans feel closer to their heroes.

During the 1970s, O Pee Chee expanded its product line, introducing various sets that
featured both current players and legends of the game. The 1979-80 set is particularly
noteworthy, as it included the iconic Wayne Gretzky rookie card, which has since become
one of the most valuable hockey cards in history.

Significance of O Pee Chee Hockey Cards

O Pee Chee hockey cards hold a significant place in the world of sports memorabilia for
several reasons:

Historical Value: Many O Pee Chee cards feature legendary players, making them a
vital part of hockey history.

Investment Potential: Certain cards, especially rookie cards, have appreciated
significantly in value over the years.

Cultural Impact: O Pee Chee cards are not just collectibles; they represent a part of
Canadian culture and the love for hockey.



Rookie Cards and Their Value

Rookie cards are often the crown jewels of any collection, and O Pee Chee has produced
some of the most sought-after rookie cards in the hobby. Some notable examples include:

Wayne Gretzky (1979-80): Often referred to as the "Holy Grail" of hockey cards,1.
Gretzky's rookie card has fetched millions at auction.

Gordie Howe (1951-52): A legend in his own right, Howe's cards are highly2.
coveted by collectors.

Bobby Orr (1966-67): Considered one of the greatest defensemen in hockey3.
history, Orr's rookie card is another valuable piece.

The value of these cards varies based on condition, rarity, and market demand. Graded
cards, which have been evaluated by professional grading services, tend to fetch higher
prices.

Collecting O Pee Chee Hockey Cards

For those interested in starting or expanding their O Pee Chee hockey card collection,
here are some tips to consider:

Determine Your Focus

Before diving into the world of collecting, it helps to determine what type of collection you
want to build. Here are some options:

Player Collections: Focus on a specific player or a select few.

Team Collections: Collect cards from your favorite NHL team.

Set Collections: Aim to complete entire sets of specific years or series.

Know the Market

Understanding the market is crucial for any collector. Prices can fluctuate based on player



performance, market trends, and other factors. Keeping an eye on auction sites, sports
memorabilia shops, and online marketplaces can help you gauge the value of cards and
spot great deals.

Condition Matters

The condition of a card significantly affects its value. Cards are graded on a scale from 1
to 10, with 10 being "Gem Mint." Here are some factors that influence a card's condition:

Surface: Look for scratches, blemishes, or printing defects.

Edges: Sharp, clean edges are preferred, while frayed or damaged edges can lower
value.

Corners: Cards with sharp corners are more desirable than those with rounded or
damaged corners.

Networking with Other Collectors

Building relationships with other collectors can lead to valuable insights, trade
opportunities, and potential purchases. Attend local card shows, join online forums, and
participate in social media groups dedicated to hockey card collecting.

Preserving Your Collection

Once you’ve started building your collection, it's essential to preserve your cards properly
to maintain their value:

Storage Solutions

Consider investing in high-quality storage options, such as:

Toploaders: Rigid plastic sleeves that provide protection.

Binders: Use acid-free pages to store cards safely.

Boxes: Store cards in protective boxes to prevent damage.



Climate Control

Store your collection in a climate-controlled environment. Extreme temperatures and
humidity can damage cards over time. Keep them away from direct sunlight to prevent
fading.

Insurance

If your collection holds significant value, consider insuring it. Document your collection
with high-quality images and keep receipts for any significant purchases. This can help
protect your investment in case of loss or damage.

Conclusion

O Pee Chee hockey cards represent a rich history in the world of sports collectibles. From
their origins in the 1960s to their status as sought-after items today, these cards have
captivated fans and collectors alike. By understanding the market, focusing your
collection, and taking steps to preserve your cards, you can enhance your enjoyment of
this beloved pastime and potentially make a wise investment in the process. Whether
you’re a seasoned collector or just starting, O Pee Chee hockey cards offer a fascinating
glimpse into the world of hockey history and culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are O-Pee-Chee hockey cards?
O-Pee-Chee hockey cards are collectible trading cards featuring NHL players, produced by
the Canadian company O-Pee-Chee, known for their distinctive designs and durability.

Why are O-Pee-Chee hockey cards considered valuable?
O-Pee-Chee hockey cards are considered valuable due to their historical significance,
rarity, and the popularity of specific cards, especially those featuring Hall of Fame players
or limited editions.

How do O-Pee-Chee hockey cards compare to Upper
Deck cards?
O-Pee-Chee cards generally have a more classic and nostalgic design, while Upper Deck
cards often feature higher-quality images and premium materials, catering to different
collector preferences.



What is the most sought-after O-Pee-Chee hockey card?
The 1979 O-Pee-Chee Wayne Gretzky rookie card is widely regarded as the most sought-
after O-Pee-Chee hockey card, with high-grade versions fetching significant prices at
auctions.

How can I tell if my O-Pee-Chee hockey cards are in
good condition?
To determine the condition of your O-Pee-Chee hockey cards, check for centering, corners,
edges, surface scratches, and any discoloration, as these factors significantly affect their
value.

Are there any special editions or variations in O-Pee-
Chee hockey cards?
Yes, O-Pee-Chee often releases special editions, including retro designs, inserts, and
limited print runs, which can be more valuable and sought after by collectors.
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