
ocp responsorial psalms year b
OCP Responsorial Psalms Year B are an integral part of the Catholic liturgy, particularly
during the celebration of the Mass throughout the liturgical year. The responsorial psalm
invites the congregation to participate actively in the worship by responding to the readings
of the day. This article delves into the significance, structure, and specific selections of the
responsorial psalms for Year B, as well as guidelines for their use in liturgical celebrations.

Understanding Responsorial Psalms

The responsorial psalm is a form of sung or spoken prayer that is typically recited or sung
after the first reading during Mass. It serves multiple purposes:

- Reflection: It allows the faithful to meditate on the first reading.
- Response: The psalm acts as a response to God's word, reinforcing the message conveyed
in the readings.
- Participation: Congregational responses enhance community participation in the liturgy.

Each psalm is chosen to resonate with the themes of the readings, helping to illuminate
their meaning and significance. In Year B, the responsorial psalms follow a specific cycle
that aligns with the liturgical calendar.

Structure of Responsorial Psalms

Typically, the responsorial psalm consists of:

1. Antiphon: A refrain that is sung or recited by the congregation.
2. Verses: A series of verses from the psalm, which are usually sung by a cantor or choir.
3. Refrain: The congregation repeats the antiphon after each verse, creating a participatory
experience.

This structure not only aids in memorization but also fosters a communal atmosphere in
worship.

Responsorial Psalms for Year B

The following sections outline the specific responsorial psalms for Year B, categorized by
liturgical seasons, including Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, and Ordinary Time.



Advent Season

During Advent, the psalms reflect themes of hope, expectation, and preparation for the
coming of Christ.

- First Sunday of Advent: Psalm 25:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (To you, O Lord, I lift my soul)
- Second Sunday of Advent: Psalm 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 (Lord, let us see your kindness)
- Third Sunday of Advent: Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 (Come, Lord Jesus)
- Fourth Sunday of Advent: Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 (Lord, make us turn to you)

Christmas Season

The Christmas season celebrates the birth of Christ, and the psalms reflect joy and
thanksgiving.

- Christmas Day: Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 (Today is born our Savior)
- Feast of the Holy Family: Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 (Blessed are those who fear the Lord)
- Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God: Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (May God bless us in his mercy)

Lent Season

Lent is a time of penance, reflection, and spiritual renewal, and the psalms emphasize
repentance and trust in God.

- First Sunday of Lent: Psalm 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-15 (Create a clean heart in me, O God)
- Second Sunday of Lent: Psalm 27:1, 7-8, 9, 13-14 (The Lord is my light and my salvation)
- Third Sunday of Lent: Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 (If today you hear his voice, harden not your
hearts)
- Fourth Sunday of Lent: Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (The Lord is my shepherd; there is
nothing I lack)

Easter Season

The Easter season celebrates the resurrection of Jesus, and the psalms convey themes of
joy, victory, and new life.

- Easter Sunday: Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 (This is the day the Lord has made)
- Divine Mercy Sunday: Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 (His mercy endures forever)
- Third Sunday of Easter: Psalm 4:2, 3, 4, 7, 8 (Lord, let your face shine on us)

Ordinary Time

During Ordinary Time, the psalms cover various themes related to the Christian journey,



faith, and community life.

- First Sunday in Ordinary Time: Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 (Here I am, Lord)
- Second Sunday in Ordinary Time: Psalm 36:10-11, 12-13 (With you, O Lord, is the fountain
of life)
- Third Sunday in Ordinary Time: Psalm 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (To you, O Lord, I lift my soul)
- Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Psalm 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 (Blessed are the poor in spirit)

Guidelines for Selecting Responsorial Psalms

When selecting responsorial psalms for liturgical celebrations, several factors should be
considered:

1. Liturgical Context: The psalm should reflect the themes of the readings for the day.
2. Congregational Participation: Choose a psalm that the congregation can easily sing or
recite.
3. Musical Setting: Ensure that a suitable musical arrangement is available for the chosen
psalm.
4. Inclusivity: Consider the spiritual needs of the community and choose psalms that
resonate with diverse experiences.

Conclusion

The OCP responsorial psalms for Year B are a vital component of the Catholic Mass,
providing a means of reflection, response, and active participation in the liturgy. By
incorporating these psalms into the worship experience, the faithful can deepen their
understanding of Scripture and enhance their spiritual journey. As congregants engage with
the selected psalms, they are invited to connect more profoundly with the themes of hope,
repentance, joy, and community that the liturgical year encompasses. Through the richness
of the psalms, the Church continues to foster a vibrant communal worship experience that
draws all closer to God.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the responsorial psalms for Year B in the OCP
lectionary?
The responsorial psalms for Year B in the OCP lectionary include selections from Psalms
such as Psalm 22, Psalm 25, and Psalm 51, among others, which correspond to the readings
for each Sunday and solemnity.



How can parishes effectively incorporate the
responsorial psalms from Year B into their liturgies?
Parishes can incorporate the responsorial psalms by ensuring they are sung or recited by
the congregation during Mass, providing clear musical settings, and preparing catechesis
on the significance of the psalms in relation to the readings.

What resources are available for selecting and teaching
the Year B responsorial psalms?
OCP provides various resources including hymnals, songbooks, and digital platforms that
include the texts and music for the responsorial psalms for Year B, along with guides for
worship leaders and musicians.

Why are responsorial psalms important in the liturgy
for Year B?
Responsorial psalms are important in the liturgy as they provide a response to the first
reading, foster congregational participation, and enhance the spiritual experience by
allowing the assembly to meditate on God’s word.

Are there any specific themes in the OCP responsorial
psalms for Year B?
Yes, the themes of the responsorial psalms for Year B often reflect the liturgical season,
focusing on trust in God, repentance, praise, and thanksgiving, aligning with the overall
messages of the readings during that year.
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