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Neil Gaiman's "Make Good Art" Quote: A Manifesto for Creatives

Neil Gaiman is a celebrated author and storyteller whose works span genres and mediums,
including novels, short stories, graphic novels, and screenwriting. One of his most impactful
messages comes from a commencement speech delivered at the University of the Arts in
Philadelphia in 2012, where he famously urged graduates to "make good art." This simple
yet profound phrase encapsulates a philosophy that resonates deeply with creatives across
the globe. This article delves into the meaning, implications, and significance of Gaiman's
"make good art" quote, exploring how it can inspire artists, writers, and anyone engaged in
creative pursuits.

Understanding the Context of "Make Good Art"

Gaiman’s speech was not only a call to action but also a reflection of his personal journey
as a creator. He shared stories from his life, revealing the challenges and triumphs that
shaped his career. The phrase "make good art" emerged as a guiding principle, urging
individuals to focus on the quality and authenticity of their work, regardless of external
circumstances.

Key Elements of the Speech

1. Embrace Imperfection: Gaiman acknowledged that not every piece of work will be
perfect. He encouraged artists to embrace their mistakes and learn from them. The process
of creating art is often fraught with challenges, but those challenges can lead to growth.

2. Work Through Adversity: Life is unpredictable, and artists may face various obstacles,
from personal issues to professional setbacks. Gaiman emphasized that in difficult times,
the best response is to continue creating, to "make good art" despite the circumstances.

3. Value of Authenticity: Gaiman encouraged artists to remain true to themselves and their
vision. Authenticity is crucial in the creative process, and the ability to express one's unique
voice is what distinguishes great art from mediocre work.

4. The Power of Creativity: Gaiman illustrated that art has the power to change lives,
influence society, and reflect the human experience. By creating good art, individuals
contribute to the broader cultural landscape.

5. Persistence and Dedication: The journey of an artist is often long and filled with rejection.
Gaiman urged creatives to remain persistent, emphasizing that dedication and hard work
are essential for success.



The Philosophy Behind "Make Good Art"

At its core, the "make good art" philosophy advocates for an intrinsic motivation to create.
It stresses the importance of passion, dedication, and the pursuit of excellence in one’s
craft.

Creativity as a Lifelong Journey

1. Continuous Learning: Art is an evolving field. Gaiman's message suggests that artists
should never stop learning or experimenting. Whether through taking classes, seeking
feedback, or exploring new techniques, the journey of a creator is one of perpetual growth.

2. Finding Your Voice: Each artist has a unique perspective shaped by their experiences.
Gaiman encourages individuals to explore their stories and express them through their art,
fostering a deeper connection with their audience.

3. Interdisciplinary Approach: Gaiman’s work spans various genres, highlighting the value of
interdisciplinary exploration. Artists can benefit from engaging with different mediums,
drawing inspiration from literature, film, visual arts, and beyond.

Making Good Art in the Face of Challenges

Life is rife with challenges, and Gaiman's philosophy serves as a reminder that creativity
can be a powerful tool for coping with adversity.

1. Art as Therapy: Engaging in creative activities can provide solace and a means of
processing emotions. Gaiman's advice to "make good art" can serve as a therapeutic
outlet, allowing individuals to channel their feelings into something constructive.

2. Creating During Uncertainty: In times of societal upheaval or personal crisis, art can
serve as a beacon of hope. Gaiman's message resonates with many who find themselves
struggling; creating art can provide clarity and purpose.

3. Community and Collaboration: The act of creating art can foster connections with others.
Gaiman highlights the importance of collaboration and sharing experiences within a
creative community, reinforcing the idea that good art can emerge from collective efforts.

Practical Applications of Gaiman's Philosophy

Translating Gaiman's "make good art" message into actionable steps can help aspiring and
established artists alike.



Strategies for Creatives

1. Set Realistic Goals: Define what "good art" means to you. Setting specific, achievable
goals can help you stay focused and motivated.

2. Establish a Routine: Create a consistent schedule for your creative practice. Regularity
can help cultivate discipline and foster creativity.

3. Seek Inspiration: Surround yourself with sources of inspiration, whether through books,
music, nature, or art. Engaging with diverse influences can spark new ideas.

4. Accept Feedback: Constructive criticism is invaluable. Share your work with trusted peers
and be open to their insights to enhance your craft.

5. Celebrate Progress: Acknowledge your achievements, no matter how small. Celebrating
milestones can help maintain motivation and a positive mindset.

Incorporating "Make Good Art" into Daily Life

1. Create Daily: Challenge yourself to create something every day, even if it’s small. This
practice can help reinforce the habit of making art.

2. Reflect on Your Work: Take time to review and reflect on your creations. Understanding
your growth can provide motivation and clarity for future projects.

3. Connect with Other Creatives: Join workshops, online forums, or local art groups to share
experiences and collaborate with others. Building a network can provide support and
inspiration.

4. Attend Events: Engage with the creative community by attending readings, exhibitions,
or performances. Exposure to fellow artists can invigorate your own practice.

5. Maintain a Positive Mindset: Embrace the idea that creating is a journey, not a
destination. Focus on the joy of creating rather than solely on the end result.

The Legacy of "Make Good Art"

Neil Gaiman’s "make good art" quote has transcended its original context to become a
rallying cry for creatives everywhere. It serves as a reminder that despite challenges, the
act of creation is both a privilege and a responsibility.

Impact on the Creative Community

1. Inspiring Generations: Gaiman's message has inspired a new generation of artists and



writers, encouraging them to pursue their passions with vigor and authenticity.

2. Cultural Reflection: The emphasis on creating good art contributes to a broader cultural
dialogue about the role of art in society, its impact on individual lives, and its potential to
foster social change.

3. Reinforcing Resilience: In an ever-changing world, Gaiman’s philosophy reminds
creatives of their resilience and the power of artistic expression, encouraging them to
persevere through challenges.

Conclusion

In a world that often prioritizes productivity and commercial success, Neil Gaiman's "make
good art" quote serves as a vital reminder of the intrinsic value of creativity. It encourages
artists to focus on the quality of their work, embrace their unique voices, and persist in the
face of adversity. By internalizing this message, creatives can cultivate a fulfilling artistic
journey that not only enriches their own lives but also contributes to the cultural landscape.
Ultimately, Gaiman’s call to action is more than just advice; it’s a manifesto that champions
the transformative power of art and the importance of making it well.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does Neil Gaiman mean by 'Make good art'?
Neil Gaiman emphasizes the importance of creativity and resilience in the face of
challenges, encouraging individuals to focus on producing quality work regardless of their
circumstances.

In what context did Neil Gaiman say 'Make good art'?
Neil Gaiman delivered this phrase during his commencement speech at the University of
the Arts in 2012, aimed at inspiring graduates to pursue their passions in art and creativity.

How can 'Make good art' be applied in everyday life?
The phrase can be applied by encouraging individuals to pursue their interests, create
meaningful work, and remain dedicated to their craft, even during difficult times.

What are some key takeaways from Neil Gaiman's
speech related to 'Make good art'?
Key takeaways include the idea of embracing creativity, using adversity as a source of
inspiration, and the notion that art can be a powerful tool for personal expression and social
change.



How has 'Make good art' influenced artists and
creators?
The phrase has become a motivational mantra for many artists and creators, inspiring them
to prioritize their craft and view challenges as opportunities for growth and creativity.

What types of art does Neil Gaiman encourage people
to create?
Gaiman encourages the creation of all forms of art, including writing, visual arts, music, and
performance, urging artists to find their unique voice and create authentically.

What is the significance of the phrase 'Make good art'
in the creative community?
The phrase serves as a rallying cry within the creative community, highlighting the
importance of quality, integrity, and passion in artistic endeavors.

Can 'Make good art' be interpreted beyond traditional
art forms?
Yes, it can also be interpreted as a philosophy for life, encouraging individuals to approach
all aspects of their lives, including work and relationships, with creativity and care.

What impact did Neil Gaiman's speech have on social
media?
Gaiman's speech gained significant traction on social media, with many sharing snippets of
his advice and the 'Make good art' quote, leading to discussions about creativity and
inspiration.

How do other artists interpret Neil Gaiman's 'Make
good art' in their work?
Many artists interpret it as a call to authenticity, pushing them to create work that
resonates with their personal experiences and beliefs, often leading to deeply impactful art.
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