
nh doe letrs training

NH DOE LETRS Training is an essential program designed to enhance educators' understanding of

literacy instruction and effective teaching strategies. This training is provided by the New Hampshire

Department of Education (NH DOE) and is grounded in the latest research on literacy development.

LETRS, which stands for Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Spelling, equips teachers

with the knowledge and skills needed to support students’ reading and writing abilities. This article will

explore the structure, content, benefits, and impact of the NH DOE LETRS training.

Understanding LETRS

What is LETRS?

LETRS is a professional development program created by Dr. Louisa Moats, a renowned expert in

literacy education. The program focuses on the science of reading and provides teachers with a

comprehensive understanding of how children learn to read and write. LETRS emphasizes the

following key areas:

1. Theoretical Foundations: Understanding how language and literacy develop.

2. Instructional Strategies: Effective methods for teaching reading and spelling.

3. Assessment Techniques: Tools to evaluate students' literacy skills and needs.

4. Differentiation: Strategies to support diverse learners, including struggling readers.

LETRS in the New Hampshire Context

The NH DOE has embraced the LETRS program as part of its commitment to improving literacy



outcomes across the state. This initiative is particularly important given the growing recognition of the

literacy crisis in the United States, where many students struggle to achieve grade-level reading

proficiency.

Structure of NH DOE LETRS Training

Program Format

The NH DOE LETRS training is structured into several modules, each focusing on different aspects of

literacy instruction. The training typically includes:

- Online Learning: Participants engage with interactive online modules that incorporate videos, quizzes,

and discussions.

- In-person Training: Complementary face-to-face sessions allow for deeper exploration of topics and

hands-on practice.

- Coaching Support: Educators receive ongoing support from trained LETRS facilitators to help

implement strategies in their classrooms.

Training Modules

The LETRS training consists of multiple modules, each designed to build upon the last. Key modules

include:

1. Foundations of Reading: Covers the basics of how reading and writing develop.

2. Phonological Awareness: Focuses on the importance of phonemic awareness and its role in reading

success.

3. Phonics and Word Recognition: Explores effective phonics instruction strategies.



4. Fluency: Discusses how to develop reading fluency in students.

5. Vocabulary and Comprehension: Emphasizes the relationship between vocabulary knowledge and

reading comprehension.

Benefits of NH DOE LETRS Training

Enhanced Teacher Knowledge

One of the primary benefits of the NH DOE LETRS training is the significant enhancement of teachers'

knowledge regarding literacy instruction. Participants gain a deeper understanding of the following:

- The Science of Reading: Grounding their practices in evidence-based research.

- Language Development: Understanding the intricacies of language and how it relates to literacy.

- Effective Teaching Strategies: Learning a range of instructional techniques tailored for diverse

learners.

Improved Student Outcomes

As educators implement the strategies learned in the LETRS training, students can experience

improved literacy outcomes, including:

- Increased reading proficiency.

- Enhanced writing skills.

- Greater engagement in literacy activities.



Professional Collaboration

LETRS training encourages collaboration among educators. Participants often engage in group

discussions, share experiences, and develop a supportive network. This collaboration fosters a culture

of continuous learning and improvement within schools.

Impact of NH DOE LETRS Training

Long-term Effects on Literacy Instruction

The NH DOE LETRS training is not just a one-time event; it aims to create lasting change in literacy

instruction across the state. Some long-term impacts include:

- Sustained Improvement: Schools that participate in LETRS training often report ongoing

improvements in literacy instruction.

- Curriculum Alignment: Educators align their curricula with the principles of effective literacy

instruction, ensuring consistency across grades.

- Increased Teacher Retention: Teachers who feel equipped with effective strategies are more likely to

remain in the profession.

Research Support

Numerous studies have shown the effectiveness of LETRS training in improving literacy outcomes.

Research indicates that educators who complete LETRS report higher confidence in teaching reading

and are more adept at meeting the needs of struggling readers. This alignment with research is a

cornerstone of the NH DOE’s commitment to evidence-based practices.



Getting Involved with NH DOE LETRS Training

Eligibility and Registration

Educators interested in participating in the NH DOE LETRS training should check the eligibility criteria

set by the NH Department of Education. Typically, the program is open to:

- Classroom teachers from K-12 settings.

- Special education teachers.

- Literacy coaches and instructional leaders.

Registration usually occurs through the NH DOE website, where educators can find details about

upcoming training sessions and resources.

Continuing Education Credits

Participants in the LETRS training may also receive continuing education credits, which can be

beneficial for professional development requirements. This recognition adds value to the training and

encourages educators to pursue further learning opportunities.

Conclusion

In conclusion, NH DOE LETRS Training represents a significant step forward in enhancing literacy

instruction across New Hampshire. By equipping educators with the knowledge and skills necessary to

teach reading and writing effectively, the program aims to improve literacy outcomes for all students.

The comprehensive structure of the training, combined with the focus on evidence-based practices,



ensures that teachers are well-prepared to meet the diverse needs of their students. As the program

continues to grow, it holds the potential to transform literacy instruction and promote a culture of

reading excellence in schools throughout the state.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the focus of the NH DOE LETRS training program?

The NH DOE LETRS training program focuses on providing educators with research-based strategies

for teaching reading and literacy, emphasizing the science of reading and effective instructional

practices.

Who is eligible to participate in the NH DOE LETRS training?

The NH DOE LETRS training is primarily designed for K-12 educators, including teachers, special

education staff, and literacy coaches who are looking to enhance their knowledge and skills in literacy

instruction.

How long does the NH DOE LETRS training program typically last?

The NH DOE LETRS training program is structured over several sessions, often spanning multiple

months, with both online and in-person components to accommodate different learning styles and

schedules.

What are some key components of the LETRS training curriculum?

Key components of the LETRS training curriculum include phonology, phonics, vocabulary,

comprehension, and the integration of these elements into effective teaching practices for diverse

learners.



How does participation in NH DOE LETRS training benefit educators

and students?

Participation in the NH DOE LETRS training equips educators with the tools and knowledge to

implement evidence-based literacy instruction, ultimately leading to improved reading outcomes for

students and enhanced teaching efficacy.
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