
new york mafia family tree

New York Mafia family tree is a complex web of interconnected organized crime groups that have operated in the
city for over a century. The mafia, particularly the Italian-American mafia, has significantly influenced
various aspects of life in New York, from politics and law enforcement to labor unions and the economy.
Understanding the family tree of the New York Mafia is essential for grasping the dynamics of organized crime in
America.

The Origins of the New York Mafia

The roots of the New York Mafia can be traced back to the late 19th and early 20th centuries when large
waves of Italian immigrants began to settle in the city. Many of these immigrants came from Sicily and Southern
Italy, regions steeped in a culture of organized crime. The early mafia groups formed primarily to protect their
communities and assert control over local businesses.

As these groups grew in power and influence, they began to establish a structured hierarchy, leading to the
formation of what would become known as the Five Families.

The Five Families of New York

The New York Mafia is primarily divided into five families, each with its own territory and hierarchy. These
families have been pivotal in shaping organized crime in New York and beyond:

Gambino Family1.

Genovese Family2.

Lucchese Family3.

Bonanno Family4.

Colombo Family5.

Each family has its own distinct history, leadership, and areas of influence, but they often collaborate or
compete for control over various criminal enterprises.

The Gambino Family

The Gambino Family, named after its most notorious boss, Carlo Gambino, is one of the most powerful and
well-known families in the New York Mafia. Established in the early 20th century, the Gambinos became
prominent in the post-World War II era. Key figures in the family include:

- Carlo Gambino: The family’s namesake, he led the family from the 1950s until his death in 1976.
- Paul Castellano: Succeeded Gambino but was eventually assassinated in 1985.
- John Gotti: Known as "The Teflon Don," Gotti's flamboyant lifestyle and eventual conviction brought
significant media attention to the Mafia.

The Gambino Family has been deeply involved in various criminal activities, including racketeering, loan sharking,



and drug trafficking.

The Genovese Family

The Genovese Family is considered the most secretive and powerful of the Five Families. It has a long history,
with roots tracing back to the 1930s. Notable leaders include:

- Vito Genovese: The family’s namesake, he was a significant figure in organized crime during the mid-20th
century.
- Frank Costello: Known as the "Prime Minister of the Underworld," he was known for his political connections
and influence.
- Daniel "Danny" Leo: A more recent leader who maintained the family's operational strength.

The Genovese Family is known for its involvement in labor racketeering, extortion, and various legitimate
businesses.

The Lucchese Family

The Lucchese Family, founded in the early 1900s, has maintained a strong presence in the New York Mafia. Key
figures include:

- Tommy Lucchese: The family’s namesake, he was a powerful leader who expanded the family's operations in the
mid-20th century.
- Anthony "Tony" Duck: He led the family during the 1980s and 1990s and was involved in various illicit
activities.

The Lucchese Family has been known for its organized crime activities, including labor racketeering, narcotics
trafficking, and gambling.

The Bonanno Family

The Bonanno Family was founded by Salvatore Bonanno in the early 1900s and has faced significant
challenges, including internal strife and law enforcement crackdowns. Notable figures include:

- Salvatore Bonanno: The family’s founder, he was involved in major criminal activities.
- Joseph Bonanno: The family’s leader during its peak, he was known for his efforts to expand the family’s
influence.
- Big Paul Castellano: After his assassination, the family faced a power struggle that weakened its
operations.

The Bonanno Family is often associated with drug trafficking and has been featured prominently in popular
culture.

The Colombo Family

The Colombo Family is unique among the Five Families due to its internal conflicts and power struggles.
Founded by Joseph Colombo in the 1920s, it has seen numerous leadership changes and conflicts. Key figures
include:

- Joseph Colombo: The family’s founder, he was known for his public persona and efforts to improve the Mafia's
image.



- Carmen "The Beast" Profaci: His leadership style led to significant internal strife within the family.
- Alphonse "Allie Boy" Persico: A major player in the family's operations, he was deeply involved in criminal
activities.

The Colombo Family has been involved in a range of criminal activities, including extortion, loan sharking, and
racketeering.

The Mafia's Influence on New York City

The Mafia’s influence extends far beyond criminal enterprises. They have historically infiltrated legitimate
businesses, unions, and political circles. The following are some key areas of impact:

Labor Unions: The Mafia has often sought to control labor unions, allowing them to extort money and
influence political decisions.

Real Estate and Construction: Many construction projects have been tainted by Mafia involvement,
leading to corruption and inflated costs.

Political Influence: Mafia members have frequently sought political connections to protect their
interests and operations.

The Decline of the New York Mafia

In recent decades, the New York Mafia has faced significant challenges from law enforcement, rival gangs, and
changing societal attitudes. The RICO Act (Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act) has been a
powerful tool in prosecuting organized crime figures, leading to high-profile convictions and the weakening of
family structures.

Despite these challenges, the Mafia's legacy continues to captivate the public's imagination, often romanticized
in films and television shows. However, the realities of organized crime remain dangerous and violent.

Conclusion

The New York Mafia family tree is a testament to the complex and often tumultuous history of organized crime
in America. From the establishment of the Five Families to the ongoing struggles against law enforcement, the
Mafia has had a profound impact on New York City's social, political, and economic landscape. Understanding
this family tree not only sheds light on the history of organized crime but also highlights the ongoing
challenges that law enforcement faces in combating these deeply entrenched organizations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the structure of the New York mafia family tree?

The New York mafia family tree is typically organized into five major families: the Gambino, Genovese, Lucchese,
Colombo, and Bonanno families, each with their own hierarchy of bosses, underbosses, capos, and soldiers.



Who are some of the most infamous leaders of the New York mafia families?

Notable leaders include Carlo Gambino of the Gambino family, Vito Genovese of the Genovese family, and John
Gotti, who was a prominent figure in the Gambino family during the 1980s.

How has the New York mafia family tree changed over the years?

The New York mafia family tree has evolved due to law enforcement crackdowns, internal conflicts, and the
rise of new criminal enterprises, leading to decreased influence in recent decades.

What role do 'capos' play in the New York mafia family structure?

Capos, or captains, oversee a crew of soldiers and report directly to the boss or underboss, managing day-to-
day operations and ensuring loyalty within their ranks.

Are there any current members of the New York mafia still active today?

Yes, while the New York mafia has seen significant declines, there are still active members and families, although
their influence and operations have been significantly reduced compared to their peak.

What impact did the RICO Act have on the New York mafia families?

The RICO Act (Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act) allowed law enforcement to target
organized crime syndicates more effectively, leading to numerous indictments and convictions of mafia leaders
and members.

How do the various New York mafia families interact with each other?

The families often have a complex relationship, sometimes cooperating on larger operations but competing
fiercely for territory, business, and power, leading to conflicts and violence.

What is the significance of the 'Godfather' movies in relation to the New
York mafia?

The 'Godfather' movies have popularized and romanticized the image of the mafia, drawing attention to the
dynamics and culture of the New York mafia families, but they also blend fiction with real-life events and
figures.

What are some common misconceptions about the New York mafia?

Common misconceptions include the belief that the mafia is a monolithic organization; in reality, it consists of
multiple families with distinct leaders, cultures, and operational styles.
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