
new international dictionary of old
testament theology

New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology is a comprehensive
reference work designed to enhance the understanding of the Old Testament's
theological concepts and themes. This dictionary serves as a vital resource
for scholars, students, and anyone interested in deepening their knowledge of
Old Testament theology. It combines scholarly rigor with accessibility,
making it a valuable tool for both academic study and personal exploration of
the Scriptures. This article will delve into the structure, themes,
significance, and impact of the New International Dictionary of Old Testament
Theology, providing readers with a thorough understanding of this essential
resource.

Structure of the Dictionary

The New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology is organized in a
systematic manner that facilitates easy navigation and comprehension. It
features several key components:

1. Thematic Organization

- Theological Concepts: Each entry is categorized under major theological
themes such as creation, sin, redemption, and covenant. This thematic
organization allows readers to explore related topics in a coherent manner.
- Biblical Texts: Many entries include references to specific biblical
passages, providing context and examples for the theological concepts
discussed.

2. Scholarly Contributions

- Contributors: The dictionary boasts contributions from a wide range of
scholars, each bringing their expertise in Old Testament studies. These
contributors are often recognized authorities in their respective fields,
ensuring that the information presented is both accurate and insightful.
- Diverse Perspectives: The inclusion of various scholarly perspectives
enriches the content, offering readers a well-rounded view of Old Testament
theology.

3. Comprehensive Entries

- Length and Depth: Entries vary in length, with some providing brief
overviews while others delve into extensive analysis. This variety allows
readers to choose the depth of information they wish to explore.
- Cross-References: The dictionary includes cross-references to related
entries, encouraging readers to engage with interconnected themes and ideas.



Key Themes Explored in the Dictionary

The New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology covers a wide
array of theological themes, each contributing to a greater understanding of
the Old Testament. Some of the key themes include:

1. Creation

- The Nature of God as Creator: The dictionary explores the portrayal of God
as the Creator in Genesis, emphasizing His sovereignty and power.
- Humanity's Role: It discusses the implications of humanity being created in
the image of God and the responsibilities that come with this status.

2. Covenant

- Covenantal Relationships: The concept of covenant is central to the Old
Testament narrative. The dictionary explains various covenants, such as those
made with Noah, Abraham, and Moses, highlighting their significance in the
biblical storyline.
- Theological Implications: The entries examine how covenants shape the
relationship between God and His people, emphasizing themes of faithfulness
and grace.

3. Sin and Redemption

- Understanding Sin: The dictionary provides insight into the biblical
understanding of sin, including its origins, consequences, and the need for
atonement.
- Redemptive History: It outlines the overarching theme of redemption
throughout the Old Testament, culminating in the anticipation of a Messiah.

4. Worship and Liturgy

- Nature of Worship: The dictionary delves into the various forms of worship
found in the Old Testament, including sacrifices, festivals, and rituals.
- Theological Significance: It discusses how worship reflects the
relationship between God and His people, serving as a means of expressing
faith and obedience.

Significance of the Dictionary

The New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology holds significant
value for various audiences, including:



1. Scholars and Theologians

- Research Tool: It serves as an essential resource for scholars conducting
research in Old Testament theology, providing a wealth of information and
scholarly insight.
- Academic Reference: The dictionary is often cited in academic papers and
theological discussions, reinforcing its credibility and authority.

2. Students and Educators

- Learning Resource: For students, the dictionary is an invaluable learning
tool that aids in understanding complex theological concepts and enhances
their studies.
- Teaching Aid: Educators can utilize the dictionary in classroom settings to
provide students with a reliable reference for Old Testament theology.

3. Lay Readers and Church Leaders

- Personal Study: For lay readers seeking to deepen their understanding of
the Old Testament, the dictionary provides accessible explanations of
theological themes.
- Sermon Preparation: Church leaders can use the dictionary to prepare
sermons and teachings, drawing on its rich content to enhance their messages.

Impact on Old Testament Studies

The New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology has made a
significant impact on the field of Old Testament studies. Its contributions
can be summarized as follows:

1. Advancement of Theological Discourse

- Deepening Understanding: By providing scholarly insights into key
theological themes, the dictionary has contributed to a deeper understanding
of the Old Testament's message and its relevance to contemporary faith.

2. Bridging Gaps in Knowledge

- Interdisciplinary Approach: The dictionary incorporates insights from
various disciplines, including history, archaeology, and linguistics,
bridging gaps in knowledge and providing a holistic view of Old Testament
theology.

3. Encouraging Further Research



- Stimulating Interest: The comprehensive nature of the dictionary encourages
further research and exploration within the field, inspiring scholars to
delve deeper into specific topics and themes.

Conclusion

In summary, the New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology is an
indispensable resource for anyone interested in exploring the rich
theological landscape of the Old Testament. Its organized structure, thematic
focus, and contributions from leading scholars make it a comprehensive guide
to understanding the complexities of Old Testament theology. Whether for
academic research, personal study, or sermon preparation, this dictionary
serves as a vital tool for enriching one's knowledge and appreciation of the
Scriptures. As a cornerstone of Old Testament studies, it continues to shape
theological discourse and inspire future generations of scholars and
believers alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'New International Dictionary of Old
Testament Theology'?

The 'New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology' is a
comprehensive reference work that explores the theological concepts and
themes of the Old Testament, providing scholars and students with insights
into its historical and cultural context.

Who are the primary contributors to the 'New
International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology'?

The dictionary features contributions from a range of biblical scholars and
theologians, including editors and specialists in Old Testament studies from
various academic institutions.

How is the 'New International Dictionary of Old
Testament Theology' organized?

The dictionary is organized thematically and alphabetically, offering entries
on key theological terms, concepts, and figures found in the Old Testament,
along with cross-references and bibliographies.

What makes this dictionary different from previous
Old Testament dictionaries?

This dictionary incorporates contemporary scholarship, advances in linguistic
studies, and updated theological perspectives, making it a valuable resource
for modern biblical interpretation.



Is the 'New International Dictionary of Old Testament
Theology' suitable for lay readers?

While it is primarily aimed at scholars and students, many entries are
written in an accessible manner, making it a useful resource for lay readers
interested in Old Testament theology.

Can the 'New International Dictionary of Old
Testament Theology' be used for academic research?

Yes, the dictionary is an excellent resource for academic research, providing
in-depth analysis and references that support scholarly work in Old Testament
studies.

What topics are covered in the 'New International
Dictionary of Old Testament Theology'?

Topics include key theological themes such as creation, covenant, prophecy,
wisdom literature, and the nature of God, as well as cultural and historical
contexts relevant to understanding the Old Testament.

How does the dictionary address the historical
context of the Old Testament?

The dictionary includes discussions on the historical, cultural, and social
background of the Old Testament texts, helping readers understand the context
in which these writings were produced.

Is there a digital version of the 'New International
Dictionary of Old Testament Theology' available?

Yes, many academic institutions and publishers offer a digital version of the
dictionary, making it accessible for online research and study.
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