
neil young tell me why chords
Neil Young Tell Me Why Chords have captivated musicians and fans alike since their release. The
song, featured on Neil Young's iconic album "After the Gold Rush," showcases his distinct songwriting
and unique guitar style. In this article, we will delve into the chords of "Tell Me Why," the song's
themes, its historical context within Young's discography, and tips for playing it on the guitar.
Whether you are a beginner or an experienced player, understanding these elements will enhance
your appreciation and performance of this classic track.

Understanding the Song

"Tell Me Why" is a poignant ballad that features Young's signature blend of folk and rock. The song is
characterized by its reflective lyrics and gentle melody, which invites listeners to engage with its
emotional depth. Young's ability to convey vulnerability through his music is one of the reasons why
he remains an influential figure in the music industry.

Background and Meaning

The lyrics of "Tell Me Why" explore themes of longing, heartbreak, and the search for truth. The
chorus, asking the question "Tell me why," serves as a plea for understanding in the face of emotional
turmoil. The song can be interpreted as a commentary on relationships, personal struggles, and the
desire for clarity in confusing times.

Chord Progression

To play "Tell Me Why," guitarists need to familiarize themselves with the chord progression used
throughout the song. Below is the primary chord structure:

- Verse: C - G - C - G
- Chorus: Am - C - G - C

These chords provide a simple yet effective foundation for the song, allowing players to focus on the
emotional delivery of the lyrics. Here’s a breakdown of each chord:

- C Major: Place your ring finger on the 3rd fret of the A string (5th string), middle finger on the 2nd
fret of the D string (4th string), and index finger on the 1st fret of the B string (2nd string).
- G Major: Place your middle finger on the 3rd fret of the E string (6th string), index finger on the 2nd
fret of the A string (5th string), and ring finger on the 3rd fret of the B string (2nd string), pinky on the
3rd fret of the high E string (1st string).
- A Minor: Place your index finger across the 1st fret of the B and high E strings (2nd and 1st strings),
middle finger on the 2nd fret of the D string (4th string), and ring finger on the 2nd fret of the G string
(3rd string).



Tips for Playing "Tell Me Why"

Playing "Tell Me Why" effectively requires more than just knowing the chords. Here are some tips to
enhance your performance:

1. Strumming Pattern

The strumming pattern is crucial for capturing the song's mellow vibe. A simple down-up strumming
pattern works well, but you can experiment with more complex rhythms once you’re comfortable with
the chords. Here’s a basic pattern to start with:

- Down, down-up, up, down-up

This pattern allows for a gentle flow that mirrors the song's reflective nature.

2. Dynamics and Emotion

Neil Young is known for his emotive vocal style, and replicating this in your performance is essential.
Pay attention to the dynamics of the song:

- Verses: Play softly, allowing the lyrics to resonate.
- Chorus: Increase your intensity, bringing more power to your strumming and vocal delivery.

3. Fingerpicking Option

If you want to add a unique touch to your rendition, consider fingerpicking the chords. This technique
can create a more intimate atmosphere. For example, you can pluck the bass note of each chord
followed by the higher strings in a flowing pattern.

Exploring Neil Young's Influence

Neil Young's contributions to music extend far beyond individual songs. His work has influenced
countless artists across genres, from folk to rock, and even into the realms of country and grunge.

1. The Impact of "After the Gold Rush"

Released in 1970, "After the Gold Rush" is often regarded as one of Young's best albums. It features a
collection of songs that showcase his lyrical prowess and musical versatility. "Tell Me Why," with its
ethereal quality, fits seamlessly within the album's overarching themes of disillusionment and seeking
truth.



2. Legacy of Songwriting

Young's ability to craft lyrics that resonate with personal and universal experiences has cemented his
status as a songwriting legend. His exploration of complex emotions and social issues has paved the
way for future generations of musicians, encouraging them to be authentic and vulnerable in their art.

Cover Versions and Interpretations

The timeless quality of "Tell Me Why" has led to numerous cover versions by various artists. Each
artist brings their own interpretation to the song, further showcasing its versatility.

1. Notable Covers

- The Stills: A Canadian rock band that infused a modern rock sound into their rendition.
- Dolly Parton: The country icon offered a heartfelt interpretation, emphasizing the song's emotional
depth.
- James Taylor: Known for his soothing voice, Taylor's cover highlights the song's lyrical beauty.

2. Personalizing Your Cover

When covering "Tell Me Why," consider adding your personal touch. Experiment with different
tempos, key changes, or arrangements. This can help convey your interpretation of the song and
make it uniquely yours.

Conclusion

In summary, "Neil Young Tell Me Why Chords" serve as a gateway into the profound emotional
landscape of the song. By understanding the chord progression, strumming patterns, and the
underlying themes, musicians can deliver a performance that resonates with both themselves and
their audience. The song's ability to evoke feelings of longing and introspection ensures its place as a
timeless classic in Neil Young's extensive catalog. Whether you are playing it solo or sharing it with
friends, "Tell Me Why" remains a powerful piece that speaks to the heart. So, pick up your guitar,
embrace the chords, and let the music take you on a journey of expression and connection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords used in Neil Young's 'Tell Me Why'?
The basic chords for 'Tell Me Why' are C, G, Am, and F.



Is 'Tell Me Why' played in standard tuning?
'Tell Me Why' is played in standard tuning (E A D G B e).

What is the strumming pattern for 'Tell Me Why' by Neil
Young?
A common strumming pattern for 'Tell Me Why' is down, down-up, up, down-up.

Can beginners easily learn 'Tell Me Why' on guitar?
Yes, 'Tell Me Why' is relatively easy for beginners due to its simple chord progression.

Are there any online resources for learning 'Tell Me Why'
chords?
Yes, many websites and YouTube tutorials provide chord charts and lessons for 'Tell Me Why' by Neil
Young.
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