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norton anthology of western music volume 2 is a pivotal resource for
students, educators, and enthusiasts of classical music, covering an
extensive range of Western musical traditions from the Baroque era through
the 20th century. This volume offers a comprehensive exploration of
significant composers, stylistic developments, and historical contexts that
have shaped Western music after 1600. With detailed scores, historical
insights, and critical essays, the Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2
serves as an essential academic tool that facilitates deeper understanding of
the evolution of musical forms and genres. This article delves into the
content and structure of this influential volume, highlighting its scholarly
value and practical applications in music education. Additionally, it
examines the anthology’s approach to presenting music history, notable
composers featured, and the pedagogical benefits it provides. Readers will
gain insight into why this volume remains an authoritative text in the study
of Western art music.
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Overview of the Norton Anthology of Western
Music Volume 2

The Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2 is the second installment in a
multi-volume series designed to present a chronological survey of Western
classical music. This volume primarily focuses on music from the Baroque
period to the modern era, approximately covering the years 1600 to the
present day. It is known for its meticulous scholarship and rich editorial
content, which includes musical scores, historical background, and analytical
commentary. The anthology is widely used in university music courses and by
independent learners who seek a detailed and reliable resource for
understanding the complex developments in Western music post-Renaissance.



Historical Periods Covered in Volume 2

This volume spans several critical historical periods, each marked by
distinct musical styles and innovations. The Norton Anthology of Western
Music Volume 2 carefully organizes its content to reflect these eras,
providing context and examples that illustrate the evolution of Western
music.

Baroque Era (1600-1750)

The Baroque period is characterized by dramatic expression, ornamentation,
and the development of tonality. Volume 2 includes representative works by
composers such as Johann Sebastian Bach, George Frideric Handel, and Antonio
Vivaldi. The anthology explores the rise of forms like the concerto, opera,
and oratorio, highlighting the period’s emphasis on contrast and emotional
intensity.

Classical Era (1750-1820)

Following the Baroque, the Classical era introduced clarity, balance, and
formal structure in music. The anthology features seminal works by Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart, Ludwig van Beethoven, and Franz Joseph Haydn. This section
focuses on the development of the symphony, sonata, and string quartet as
foundational genres in Western music.

Romantic Era (19th Century)

The Romantic period is renowned for its expressive depth and expansion of
musical language. Volume 2 covers the works of composers such as Johannes
Brahms, Richard Wagner, and Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky. The anthology examines
the use of chromaticism, programmatic music, and the growing importance of
nationalism in composition.

20th Century and Contemporary Music

The final section of the volume addresses diverse musical styles that emerged
during the 20th century, including Impressionism, Serialism, and Minimalism.
Composers such as Claude Debussy, Arnold Schoenberg, and Steve Reich are
discussed, illustrating the vast experimentation and innovation that
characterize modern Western music.

Key Composers and Works Included

The Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2 features an extensive



selection of important composers and their landmark compositions. These
selections are chosen not only for their artistic merit but also for their
historical significance in the development of Western music traditions.

e Johann Sebastian Bach: Representative works like the Brandenburg
Concertos and selected cantatas.

e George Frideric Handel: Highlights include excerpts from Messiah and
operatic arias.

e Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Symphonies, operas, and piano concertos are
included to showcase Classical ideals.

e Ludwig van Beethoven: Selections from symphonies, sonatas, and string
quartets demonstrate the transition to Romanticism.

e Franz Schubert and Johannes Brahms: Lieder and orchestral works
illustrate Romantic lyricism and structural innovation.

e Claude Debussy and Maurice Ravel: Impressionist works that emphasize
tone color and atmosphere.

e Arnold Schoenberg and Igor Stravinsky: Pioneers of modernism featured
for their groundbreaking contributions to harmony and rhythm.

e Steve Reich and Philip Glass: Minimalist composers who shaped late 20th-
century music.

Structure and Features of the Anthology

The Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2 is organized to facilitate
both chronological study and thematic exploration. Each chapter begins with
an introduction that sets the historical and cultural context for the music
that follows. The anthology contains annotated musical scores that allow
readers to engage directly with the compositions.

Editorial Content

In addition to scores, the volume includes detailed essays on musical forms,

genres, and performance practices. These essays provide essential background

and highlight key analytical points to guide students through complex musical
structures. The editorial commentary also addresses historical influences and
the social functions of music in various eras.



Listening Guides

Many editions of the anthology are accompanied by audio recordings or digital
resources that correspond with the scores. Listening guides help readers
connect theoretical knowledge with practical auditory experience, reinforcing
learning through active engagement with the music.

Educational Uses and Benefits

The Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2 is a cornerstone text in
higher education music curricula. Its comprehensive coverage and scholarly
rigor make it ideal for music history, theory, and appreciation courses. The
anthology supports a multifaceted approach to learning by integrating score
study, historical context, and critical analysis.

Benefits for Students

Students gain a thorough understanding of key musical developments and
acquire skills in score reading and critical listening. The volume'’s
structured presentation helps learners track stylistic changes and the
influence of cultural movements on musical innovation.

Benefits for Educators

Instructors benefit from the anthology’s clear organization and reliable
scholarship, which provide a foundation for lectures, assignments, and exams.
The inclusion of diverse musical examples allows educators to address a broad
range of topics and foster interdisciplinary connections.

Additional Applications

Beyond formal education, the Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2
serves as a valuable reference for performers, researchers, and classical
music enthusiasts seeking authoritative information and curated musical
selections from the Western canon.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume
27

The Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2 is a comprehensive textbook
and anthology that covers Western classical music from approximately 1750 to



the present, including scores, historical context, and critical commentary.

Who are the editors of the Norton Anthology of
Western Music Volume 2?

The Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2 is edited by J. Peter
Burkholder, Donald Jay Grout, and Claude V. Palisca, who are renowned
musicologists in the field of Western music history.

What time period does Volume 2 of the Norton
Anthology of Western Music cover?

Volume 2 covers the Classical, Romantic, and 20th-century periods of Western
music, roughly from 1750 to contemporary times.

Does the Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2
include audio recordings?

Yes, many editions of the Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2 come
with companion audio CDs or online access to recordings that complement the
scores and discussions in the book.

How is the Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume
2 used in music education?

The anthology is widely used in university-level music history courses as a
primary textbook and reference, providing students with essential scores,
historical background, and analysis of key works in Western classical music.

Additional Resources

1. A History of Western Music by J. Peter Burkholder, Donald Jay Grout, and
Claude V. Palisca

This comprehensive textbook offers an in-depth exploration of Western music
from the medieval period through the twentieth century. It provides detailed
historical context, analysis of key works, and discussions of influential
composers. Ideal for students and general readers, it complements the Norton
Anthology by expanding on the musical styles and cultural developments
covered in Volume 2.

2. Music in the Renaissance by Gustave Reese

A classic study focusing on the music of the Renaissance era, this book
delves into the social, cultural, and artistic contexts that shaped the music
of the 15th and 16th centuries. It includes discussions on polyphony, the
development of musical notation, and the lives of prominent composers. This
work is a valuable companion for understanding the early sections of the
Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2.



3. Baroque Music: Music in Western Europe, 1580-1750 by John Walter Hill

John Walter Hill’'s text offers a detailed examination of Baroque music,
covering composers such as Bach, Handel, and Vivaldi. The book explores
stylistic features, performance practices, and the social functions of music
during this period. It serves as an excellent resource for readers wanting to
deepen their knowledge of the Baroque era discussed in Volume 2 of the Norton
Anthology.

4. Classical Music: The Era of Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven by Charles Rosen
This book analyzes the Classical period of Western music with a focus on its
three most celebrated composers. Charles Rosen provides insightful commentary
on musical form, harmony, and thematic development, helping readers
appreciate the innovations of the late 18th and early 19th centuries. It
pairs well with the Classical repertoire found in the Norton Anthology Volume
2.

5. Romantic Music: A History of Musical Style in Nineteenth-Century Europe by
Leon Plantinga

Leon Plantinga’s work explores the rich and diverse musical landscape of the
Romantic era, highlighting the works of composers like Schumann, Chopin, and
Wagner. The book discusses the emotional expression and expanded forms
characteristic of the period. It enhances understanding of the Romantic
selections included in the Norton Anthology Volume 2.

6. Twentieth-Century Music: A History of Musical Style in Modern Europe and
America by Robert P. Morgan

This text provides a thorough overview of Western music from the late 19th
century through the 20th century, covering movements such as Impressionism,
Serialism, and Minimalism. It discusses major figures like Stravinsky,
Schoenberg, and Copland, and contextualizes their works within broader
historical and cultural trends. It complements the modern sections of the
Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2.

7. Music in the Baroque Era: From Monteverdi to Bach by Manfred F. Bukofzer
Bukofzer’s seminal work offers a detailed survey of Baroque music’s
development, emphasizing the stylistic and structural characteristics of the
period. The book covers a wide range of genres and composers, providing
insight into the cultural and historical background of the time. It is a
valuable resource for readers studying the Baroque selections in the Norton
Anthology Volume 2.

8. Understanding Music in Western Culture by Kristine Forney and Joseph
Machlis

This accessible textbook introduces readers to the fundamental elements of
Western music and its cultural significance. It includes discussions on key
musical periods, forms, and notable composers, making complex topics
approachable for beginners. It serves as a helpful supplementary guide
alongside the Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2.

9. The Cambridge Companion to the Symphony edited by Julian Horton
This collection of essays explores the symphony as a central genre in Western



music, tracing its evolution from the Classical era through the 20th century.
The book examines the works of major symphonists and analyzes the form's
structural and expressive dimensions. It offers valuable insights for readers
interested in the symphonic repertoire featured in the Norton Anthology
Volume 2.
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