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NFL Greatest Game Ever Played

The National Football League (NFL) has a rich history filled with memorable moments,
iconic players, and thrilling games, but none have captured the imagination of fans quite
like the legendary contest known as "The Greatest Game Ever Played." This title is most
often attributed to the 1958 NFL Championship Game, which took place on December 28,
1958, at Yankee Stadium in New York City. This match-up between the Baltimore Colts
and the New York Giants not only provided football fans with unforgettable moments but
also helped to elevate the sport's popularity across the United States. In this article, we
will explore the details of this historic game, its impact on the NFL, and the legacy it left
behind.

Setting the Stage

The 1958 NFL Championship Game was a culmination of a season that saw both the Colts
and the Giants as dominant forces in the league.

The Teams

- Baltimore Colts: Coached by Weeb Ewbank, the Colts featured a potent offense led by
quarterback Johnny Unitas. Unitas was known for his strong arm, quick decision-making,
and ability to orchestrate game-winning drives. The Colts finished the regular season with
a 9-3 record, securing their place in the championship game.

- New York Giants: The Giants, under the leadership of head coach Jim Lee Howell,
boasted a formidable defense and a balanced offense that included quarterback Frank
Gifford and running back Alex Webster. With a regular season record of 9-2-1, the Giants
were seen as the team to beat.

The Build-Up

As the championship game approached, excitement was palpable. The media hyped the
match-up, and the two teams had faced each other earlier in the season, with the Giants
winning that encounter. The stakes were high, as this game would not only determine the
NFL champion but also serve as a pivotal moment in American sports history.

The Game Unfolds

The game itself was a rollercoaster of emotions, filled with dramatic plays, lead changes,



and a fervent atmosphere.

First Half

The first half saw both teams trading punches. The Giants struck first with a touchdown,
showcasing their defensive prowess and offensive versatility. However, the Colts quickly
responded, and the game became a back-and-forth affair. By the end of the first half, the
score was tied 7-7, setting the stage for a thrilling second half.

Second Half Highlights

- The Comeback: As the second half began, the Colts found themselves down by 14-7 after
a second touchdown from the Giants. Unitas, demonstrating his leadership and skill,
orchestrated a remarkable comeback, connecting with his receivers and leading the team
down the field.

- Tying the Game: With less than two minutes remaining, Unitas executed a brilliant 80-
yard drive that culminated in a touchdown pass to Lenny Moore, tying the game at 17-17.

Overtime Drama

This game was particularly memorable because it was the first NFL. Championship Game
to go into overtime. The concept of sudden death was introduced, adding an extra layer of
tension and excitement. Fans were on the edge of their seats as both teams fought
valiantly for victory.

- The Game-Winning Drive: In overtime, the Colts won the coin toss and took possession.
Unitas led another impressive drive, methodically moving the ball down the field. The
iconic moment came when Alan Ameche, a fullback for the Colts, barreled into the end
zone for a touchdown, sealing the victory and giving the Colts a 23-17 win.

The Impact of the Game

The 1958 NFL Championship Game is often credited with revolutionizing the sport of
football and boosting its popularity significantly.

Media Attention

Following the game, the NFL began to receive unprecedented media coverage. The
thrilling nature of the contest attracted new fans, and television ratings soared. The game
was broadcast on CBS, and millions of viewers tuned in, setting the stage for the NFL as a



major television attraction.

Expansion of the League

The success of the 1958 Championship Game led to a surge in interest in professional
football. Teams began to expand, and the league flourished in the years that followed. The
NFL adopted a more aggressive marketing strategy, and the game became a staple of
American culture.

Legacy of the Players

- Johnny Unitas: Often regarded as one of the greatest quarterbacks of all time, Unitas's
performance in this game solidified his legacy. His ability to perform under pressure and
lead his team to victory became a template for future quarterbacks.

- Alan Ameche: Ameche’s game-winning touchdown would forever be etched in NFL lore.
His performance not only earned him a place in history but also made him a household
name.

Conclusion

The 1958 NFL Championship Game between the Baltimore Colts and the New York Giants
transcended the realm of sports. It was a moment that captured the hearts of fans and
solidified the NFL's place in American culture. The game showcased the drama, skill, and
excitement that football can offer, and its legacy continues to influence the sport today.

In summary, this game was not just a championship match; it was a turning point for the
NFL, ushering in a new era of professional football. Subsequent generations of fans,
players, and coaches have looked back at this game as a benchmark for excellence and
excitement. The "Greatest Game Ever Played" will forever hold a special place in the
annals of sports history, symbolizing the passion and drama that makes football America’s
beloved pastime.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is widely considered the greatest game ever played
in NFL history?

The 1958 NFL Championship Game between the Baltimore Colts and New York Giants is
often regarded as the greatest game ever played.



What made the 1958 NFL Championship Game so
memorable?

The game featured a dramatic back-and-forth battle that went into overtime, with the
Colts winning 23-17, and it helped popularize the NFL.

Who were the key players in the 1958 NFL
Championship Game?

Johnny Unitas, the Colts quarterback, was a key player, along with Giants quarterback
Frank Gifford and running back Joe Morrison.

How did the 1958 Championship Game impact the NFL's
popularity?

The game's thrilling finish and the introduction of overtime helped boost the NFL's
popularity, leading to increased television ratings and attendance.

What was the final score of the 1958 NFL Championship
Game?

The final score was Baltimore Colts 23, New York Giants 17.

What historic moment occurred during the overtime of
the 1958 game?

Johnny Unitas led a 92-yard touchdown drive in overtime, culminating in a touchdown
pass to Alan Ameche.

How has the legacy of the 1958 NFL Championship
Game influenced modern NFL games?

The game set a precedent for competitive NFL playoffs and established the importance of
overtime rules, influencing how games are played and viewed today.
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