
night tree by eve bunting
Night Tree by Eve Bunting is a poignant children’s story that beautifully
captures the magic of the Christmas season while also addressing themes of
giving, family, and the connection to nature. Published in 1991, this
illustrated book has resonated with readers for decades, making it a beloved
classic in children's literature. Through its vivid storytelling and
compelling illustrations, "Night Tree" invites readers to explore the
significance of traditions, the joy of sharing, and the wonder of the natural
world during the festive season.

Plot Summary

"Night Tree" follows the heartwarming journey of a young boy named Nat and
his family as they embark on a special annual tradition: decorating a tree in
the woods for the animals. As the story unfolds, readers accompany Nat on
this magical journey, filled with anticipation and excitement.

The narrative begins with Nat's family preparing for their yearly outing.
They gather supplies, including popcorn, apples, and shiny ornaments, to
decorate a tree deep in the forest. As they venture into the woods, the
atmosphere is filled with an enchanting sense of wonder, with the snow
blanketing the ground and the trees standing tall and proud.

Once they reach the designated tree, the family decorates it with care,
ensuring that each ornament is placed just right. The act of adorning the
tree becomes a symbol of their love and generosity towards the wildlife that
shares their environment.

The climax of the story occurs when the family steps back to admire their
handiwork. They light a candle at the base of the tree and sing a song,
creating a moment that encapsulates the spirit of the season—a moment of joy,
love, and community, both with each other and with nature.

Themes and Meanings

Eve Bunting weaves several profound themes throughout "Night Tree," making it
more than just a simple holiday story. Some of the key themes include:

1. The Spirit of Giving

At the heart of "Night Tree" is the theme of generosity. Nat and his family
take the time to prepare a feast for the forest animals, highlighting the



importance of sharing and giving rather than simply receiving during the
holiday season. This message encourages young readers to think about how they
can contribute positively to their communities and the environment.

2. Connection to Nature

Bunting emphasizes the importance of nature and the responsibility humans
have towards it. By decorating a tree for the animals, Nat's family
acknowledges the interconnectedness of all living beings. This theme
encourages children to foster a sense of stewardship for the environment,
promoting values of conservation and respect for wildlife.

3. Family Traditions

The story beautifully illustrates the significance of family traditions. The
annual outing to decorate the tree is a cherished ritual for Nat and his
family, providing them with opportunities to bond and create lasting
memories. This theme resonates with readers on a personal level, as many
families have their own unique traditions that bring them together.

Illustrations and Their Impact

The illustrations in "Night Tree," created by the talented artist, Mary
Chalmers, play a vital role in enhancing the narrative. The artwork captures
the enchanting beauty of the winter landscape, bringing to life the snowy
woods and the decorated tree.

Some notable aspects of the illustrations include:

Vivid Colors: The use of bright colors contrasts with the white snow,
creating a visually appealing experience for young readers.

Expressions and Emotions: The illustrations effectively convey the
characters' emotions, from excitement to reverence, enriching the
reader’s understanding of the story.

Nature’s Details: Chalmers intricately depicts the animals and plants,
fostering a deeper appreciation for the natural world.

The combination of Bunting’s lyrical prose and Chalmers’ beautiful
illustrations creates an immersive experience that captivates readers and
enhances the overall message of the story.



Educational Value

"Night Tree" serves as an excellent tool for educators and parents looking to
instill values of kindness, environmental consciousness, and the importance
of family traditions. It can be used in various educational contexts,
including:

1. Reading Comprehension

Teachers can use "Night Tree" to improve students' reading skills. The
engaging narrative and rich vocabulary provide opportunities for discussions
about the text, character motivations, and the themes presented.

2. Environmental Education

The book can serve as a springboard for lessons on ecology and the
environment. Discussions can revolve around the importance of trees,
wildlife, and the roles they play in our ecosystem, prompting students to
think critically about their impact on nature.

3. Creative Arts

Following a reading of "Night Tree," students can engage in creative arts and
crafts by making their own ornaments to decorate a classroom tree or even a
tree outside. This activity can reinforce the themes of the story while
allowing students to express their creativity.

Conclusion

Eve Bunting’s "Night Tree" is a timeless classic that resonates with readers
of all ages. Its rich storytelling, beautifully illustrated pages, and
profound themes of giving, family, and nature make it a significant
contribution to children's literature. This book not only captures the
essence of the holiday season but also imparts valuable lessons about
kindness and stewardship of the earth.

As families read "Night Tree" together, they are encouraged to reflect on
their own traditions and the importance of connecting with nature and each
other. Ultimately, "Night Tree" serves as a gentle reminder of the beauty
that lies in giving and the joy that can be found in sharing experiences with
loved ones, making it a perfect read for the festive season and beyond.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Night Tree' by Eve
Bunting?
The main theme of 'Night Tree' is the importance of family, nature, and the
spirit of giving, particularly during the holiday season.

Who are the main characters in 'Night Tree'?
The main characters in 'Night Tree' are a young boy named Nat and his family,
who engage in the tradition of decorating a tree for animals in the forest.

What activities do Nat and his family partake in
during the story?
Nat and his family gather to decorate a tree in the woods with food and
treats for the animals, showcasing a family tradition that connects them to
nature.

How does 'Night Tree' illustrate the relationship
between humans and nature?
The book illustrates the relationship between humans and nature by depicting
the family's efforts to care for and share with the local wildlife,
emphasizing respect and harmony.

What literary devices are prominently used in 'Night
Tree'?
Eve Bunting uses vivid imagery, personification, and symbolism throughout
'Night Tree' to convey emotions and themes related to nature and community.

What age group is 'Night Tree' intended for?
'Night Tree' is primarily intended for children aged 4 to 8, making it
suitable for early readers and as a read-aloud book for families.

What message does 'Night Tree' convey about giving
during the holiday season?
The message conveyed in 'Night Tree' is that the true spirit of the holiday
season lies in giving and sharing with others, including the natural world
around us.



How does the artwork in 'Night Tree' complement the
text?
The artwork in 'Night Tree', illustrated by Jenny Williams, beautifully
complements the text by enhancing the emotional and visual aspects of the
story, bringing the family's connection to nature to life.
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