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New Deal Summary Questions Answer Key: The New Deal, a series of programs and policies
implemented by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in response to the Great Depression, has been the
subject of extensive study and debate. Understanding the New Deal involves examining its historical
context, major initiatives, and lasting impact on American society. For students and educators alike,
summary questions serve as an effective tool to assess comprehension and encourage deeper
analysis of this critical period in U.S. history. This article provides a comprehensive answer key for
common summary questions related to the New Deal, along with insights into its significance.

Historical Context of the New Deal

The Great Depression

The New Deal was born out of necessity during one of the most challenging economic times in
American history. The Great Depression began in 1929 and lasted through the late 1930s,
characterized by:

1. High Unemployment: At its peak, unemployment rates soared to around 25%.
2. Widespread Poverty: Many families lost their savings, homes, and livelihoods.
3. Bank Failures: Thousands of banks collapsed, wiping out millions of savings accounts.

The economic turmoil led to a demand for government action to alleviate the suffering of the
American populace.

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Presidency

Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected in 1932 with a promise to provide relief, recovery, and reform. His
approach was characterized by:

- Strong Leadership: Roosevelt's charismatic leadership helped to instill hope.

- Innovative Policies: He introduced an array of programs aimed at economic recovery.
- Political Strategy: His ability to work with Congress and leverage public support was crucial.

Main Components of the New Deal

Relief Programs

The first part of the New Deal focused on immediate relief for the unemployed and poor. Key
programs included:

- Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC): Provided jobs for young men in environmental conservation



projects.
- Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA): Offered direct relief to the needy.
- Public Works Administration (PWA): Funded large scale public works projects to create jobs.

Recovery Initiatives

The second phase aimed at economic recovery through industrial and agricultural reform. Important
initiatives included:

- National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA): Aimed to stimulate industrial growth and improve labor
conditions.
- Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA): Sought to raise crop prices by controlling production levels.

Reform Measures

The New Deal also addressed systemic issues to prevent future economic crises. Significant reforms
included:

- Social Security Act: Established a social insurance program for the elderly and unemployed.
- Securities Exchange Act: Regulated the stock market to prevent abuses that led to the crash of
1929.

Key Figures in the New Deal

Franklin D. Roosevelt

As the primary architect of the New Deal, FDR's vision and policies shaped the course of American
history. He believed in the government's role in economic intervention.

Harry Hopkins

A close advisor to FDR, Hopkins played a crucial role in administering relief programs, particularly
FERA and the Works Progress Administration (WPA).

Frances Perkins

As the first female cabinet member, Perkins was instrumental in crafting labor policies and the Social
Security Act, advocating for the rights of workers and the unemployed.

Impact of the New Deal



Short-Term Effects

In the short run, the New Deal had several notable effects:

- Reduction in Unemployment: Millions found jobs in various programs.

- Restoration of Confidence: Public faith in the economy and government was partially restored.
- Infrastructure Improvements: Construction of roads, bridges, and schools provided immediate
benefits.

Long-Term Consequences

The New Deal also resulted in significant long-term changes:

- Expansion of Federal Government Role: The federal government took on a more active role in the
economy.

- Social Safety Nets: Established programs like Social Security laid the groundwork for future welfare
policies.

- Political Realignment: The Democratic Party became known as the party of the working class and
labor unions.

Common Summary Questions and Answers

To facilitate understanding of the New Deal, here are some common summary questions along with
their answers:

1. What were the primary goals of the New Deal?
- The primary goals were relief for the unemployed, recovery of the economy, and reform of the
financial system.

2. How did the New Deal change the role of government in the United States?
- The New Deal expanded the role of the federal government in economic affairs and social welfare,
marking a shift towards more government intervention in the economy.

3. What were some criticisms of the New Deal?
- Critics argued that the New Deal did not go far enough in addressing issues of economic inequality,
while others believed it increased government power at the expense of individual freedoms.

4. What role did the Supreme Court play in the New Deal?

- The Supreme Court initially struck down several New Deal programs, arguing they were
unconstitutional, which prompted FDR to propose court-packing legislation to increase the number of
justices.

5. Which New Deal program is considered most successful, and why?
- Opinions vary, but many consider the Social Security Act one of the most successful programs due
to its lasting impact on American society and its continued importance in providing financial security.



Conclusion

The New Deal Summary Questions Answer Key serves as a vital resource for students studying one of
the most transformative periods in American history. Understanding the New Deal’s goals, major
components, and impacts is essential for grasping its significance in shaping modern America. By
examining the historical context, key figures, and both the immediate and long-term effects, students
can better appreciate the complexities of this era and the lessons it holds for contemporary policy-
making. The New Deal not only addressed the immediate crises of its time but also laid the
foundations for a more involved government that continues to influence American life today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main purpose of the New Deal?

The main purpose of the New Deal was to provide relief for the unemployed, recovery of the
economy, and reform of the financial system during the Great Depression.

What were the three main components of the New Deal?

The three main components of the New Deal were the 'Three Rs': Relief, Recovery, and Reform.

Which program was created to provide jobs and infrastructure
improvement during the New Deal?

The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was created to provide jobs for young men and improve
infrastructure through public works projects.

How did the New Deal aim to reform the banking system?

The New Deal aimed to reform the banking system through measures such as the establishment of
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) to insure bank deposits and restore public
confidence in the banking system.

What significant legislation was passed as part of the New
Deal to support farmers?

The Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA) was significant legislation passed to support farmers by
reducing crop production to raise prices and improve their income.
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