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Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian is the sequel to the original film "Night at the Museum," which
captured the hearts of audiences with its imaginative storytelling and engaging blend of comedy and adventure.
Released in 2009, this family-friendly film directed by Shawn Levy builds upon its predecessor's concept,
delivering an entertaining experience filled with historical figures, mythical creatures, and, of course, the
whimsical antics of museum exhibits that come to life. In this article, we will delve into the plot, characters,
themes, and the film's impact on both audiences and the film industry.

Plot Overview

"Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian" follows the adventures of Larry Daley, portrayed by Ben
Stiller, who has transitioned from a night guard at the American Museum of Natural History to a successful
entrepreneur. His new venture involves selling various inventions, but he soon discovers that his friends from
the museum—who come to life at night—are in jeopardy.

When Larry learns that a new exhibit is being installed at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., he
discovers that it poses a threat to the magical artifacts that bring history to life. The film follows Larry
as he embarks on a quest to save his friends, which leads him into a dazzling array of exhibits, including those
featuring famous figures such as Amelia Earhart, portrayed by Amy Adams, and President Theodore Roosevelt,
played by Robin Williams.

Key Events

1. Larry's New Life: The film opens with Larry enjoying his new success as an inventor while reminiscing about his
time at the museum.
2. The Call to Adventure: Larry learns that the museum's magical artifacts are being relocated to the
Smithsonian, prompting him to take action.
3. The Smithsonian Adventure: Upon arriving at the Smithsonian, Larry discovers that the exhibits are not just
displays; they are alive and ready to help him.
4. The Conflict: The main antagonist, Kahmunrah, played by Hank Azaria, seeks to acquire the Tablet of
Ahkmenrah to gain ultimate power and unleash chaos.
5. The Climax: A thrilling battle ensues as Larry teams up with historical figures to stop Kahmunrah and save
his friends.

Main Characters

The film features an ensemble cast of both returning and new characters, each contributing to the rich
tapestry of the story.

Returning Characters

- Larry Daley (Ben Stiller): The protagonist who becomes embroiled in the adventure to save his friends.
- Theodore Roosevelt (Robin Williams): The wise and courageous former President, who provides guidance and
support to Larry.
- Ahkmenrah (Rami Malek): The pharaoh and keeper of the Tablet of Ahkmenrah, who assists in the battle against
Kahmunrah.



New Characters

- Kahmunrah (Hank Azaria): The main antagonist, a villainous pharaoh intent on using the Tablet's power for
his own nefarious purposes.
- Amelia Earhart (Amy Adams): An adventurous aviator who becomes an ally to Larry and helps him navigate
the challenges in the Smithsonian.
- General Custer (Bill Hader): A comedic portrayal of the controversial historical figure who adds humor and
chaos to the storyline.

Themes and Messages

"Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian" explores various themes that resonate with audiences of all
ages.

The Importance of Friendship

At its core, the film emphasizes the value of friendship and loyalty. Larry's determination to protect his friends
from the museum showcases how strong bonds can inspire one to take action, even against formidable odds. The
camaraderie between Larry and the historical figures serves as a reminder of the importance of teamwork.

Embracing History and Learning

The film cleverly entwines humor with history, encouraging viewers to appreciate the past. By bringing
historical figures to life, the movie fosters an interest in history and inspires audiences to learn more about the
individuals who shaped our world.

Facing Fears and Challenges

Larry's journey is also about personal growth. He confronts his fears, particularly his insecurities about his
role as a leader and protector. The film encourages viewers to face their challenges head-on, showcasing that
courage can emerge in the most unexpected circumstances.

Production and Reception

The production of "Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian" involved significant efforts in both casting
and visual effects. The film was shot on location at the Smithsonian Institution, providing an authentic
backdrop that enhanced the storytelling.

Visual Effects and Cinematography

The visual effects team worked diligently to create lifelike representations of historical figures and to bring
the exhibits to life. The film's vibrant cinematography captures the grandeur of the Smithsonian, allowing
viewers to experience the magic of the museum from a unique perspective.



Box Office Performance

Upon its release, the film performed well at the box office, grossing over $413 million worldwide. It received
mixed to positive reviews from critics, with particular praise for its humor, visual effects, and performances by
the ensemble cast.

Audience Reception

Families and children resonated with the film's lighthearted approach and engaging storyline. The film's blend of
humor and educational elements made it a popular choice for family outings, resulting in a strong fanbase that
appreciated its blend of entertainment and learning.

Legacy and Impact

"Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian" solidified the franchise's place in popular culture and led to
the production of a third installment, "Night at the Museum: Secret of the Tomb," released in 2014. The film's
success also sparked interest in historical figures and museums, encouraging families to visit local museums and
engage with history in a more interactive manner.

Cultural References

The film is filled with references to historical events and figures, making it a fun educational tool for children.
The portrayal of characters like Amelia Earhart and General Custer creates opportunities for discussions
about their real-life significance and contributions.

Final Thoughts

In conclusion, "Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian" is not just a sequel; it is an imaginative journey
that enhances the narrative established in the first film. Through its engaging plot, memorable characters, and
deeper themes, it succeeds in entertaining audiences while instilling a sense of curiosity about history. The film
stands as a testament to the power of storytelling and the ways in which it can inspire audiences to explore
the past, embrace friendships, and face challenges with courage. Whether through laughter, adventure, or
learning, "Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian" remains a beloved film in family entertainment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian'?

The film follows Larry Daley as he discovers that the exhibits at the Smithsonian Institution come to life at
night, leading to a new adventure to save his friends from an ancient Egyptian pharaoh.

Who are the main characters in 'Night at the Museum 2'?

The main characters include Larry Daley (played by Ben Stiller), Amelia Earhart (played by Amy Adams), and
the antagonistic pharaoh Kahmunrah (played by Hank Azaria).



How does the sequel differ from the first 'Night at the Museum' movie?

The sequel expands the setting from the American Museum of Natural History to the larger Smithsonian
Institution, introducing new characters and historical figures while maintaining the comedic and adventurous
tone.

What historical figures appear in 'Night at the Museum: Battle of the
Smithsonian'?

Historical figures such as Amelia Earhart, Einstein, and General Custer appear in the film, each adding humor and
depth to the storyline.

What challenges does Larry face in the sequel?

Larry faces the challenge of rescuing his friends from Kahmunrah, who seeks to gain control of the tablet that
brings the exhibits to life, while also dealing with the complexities of his new role as a successful entrepreneur.

Is 'Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian' suitable for children?

Yes, the film is rated PG and is designed to be family-friendly, featuring humor and adventure that appeals to
both children and adults.

What themes are explored in 'Night at the Museum 2'?

The film explores themes of friendship, teamwork, and the importance of history and learning, emphasizing the
value of remembering and honoring the past.

Did 'Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian' receive positive
reviews?

The film received mixed to positive reviews, with many praising its humor, special effects, and performances,
particularly those of Ben Stiller and Amy Adams.

What is the significance of the tablet in 'Night at the Museum: Battle of the
Smithsonian'?

The tablet is a magical artifact that brings museum exhibits to life, and its power is central to the plot, as
Kahmunrah seeks to control it for his own purposes.
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