
mri guided breast biopsy cpt code

MRI guided breast biopsy CPT code is a crucial aspect of medical billing and coding that healthcare
professionals must understand to ensure accurate reimbursement for services rendered. This advanced
diagnostic procedure allows clinicians to obtain tissue samples from suspicious breast lesions that may not be
palpable or visible through traditional imaging methods. In this article, we will explore the relevant CPT
codes for MRI guided breast biopsies, the indications for the procedure, and the benefits and risks associated
with it. Additionally, we will provide insights into the billing process, coding guidelines, and the
importance of accurate documentation.

Understanding MRI Guided Breast Biopsy

An MRI guided breast biopsy is a minimally invasive procedure used to collect tissue samples from the
breast after an MRI scan has identified a suspicious area. This technique is particularly useful for lesions that
are difficult to locate with ultrasound or mammography. By utilizing MRI technology, radiologists can
precisely target the area of concern, reducing the likelihood of missed diagnoses.

Indications for MRI Guided Breast Biopsy

There are several scenarios in which an MRI guided breast biopsy may be indicated:

Non-palpable lesions: Lesions that cannot be felt during a physical examination but have been
detected via MRI.

Suspicious MRI findings: Areas that show abnormal characteristics on MRI scans, warranting further
investigation.

Follow-up of previously diagnosed conditions: Patients with a history of breast cancer may require
additional biopsies due to the emergence of new lesions.

Assessment of treatment response: Evaluating the effectiveness of neoadjuvant therapies in reducing
tumor size.



CPT Codes for MRI Guided Breast Biopsy

The Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes for MRI guided breast biopsies are essential for accurate
billing and insurance claims. The relevant codes include:

Key CPT Codes

1. 19083 - This code is used for the percutaneous (through the skin) biopsy of the breast, including MRI
guidance. It is typically applicable when imaging is used to facilitate the procedure.
2. 19084 - This code is designated for the percutaneous biopsy of the breast, again utilizing MRI guidance,
but may involve the use of imaging to assist in localization.
3. 19101 - This code pertains to the excisional biopsy of the breast but is not specific to MRI guidance. It is
used when a significant portion of tissue is removed from a breast lesion.

Modifiers and Additional Codes

In addition to the primary CPT codes, modifiers may be necessary to provide more specific details about the
procedure:

- Modifier 50: This modifier indicates a bilateral procedure, essential if biopsies are performed on both
breasts.
- Modifier 52: This modifier can be used when the procedure is partially reduced or a specific service is not
performed.

Benefits of MRI Guided Breast Biopsy

The MRI guided breast biopsy offers several benefits that make it a preferred option for many patients:

Precision: MRI guidance allows for accurate targeting of lesions, increasing the likelihood of obtaining
sufficient tissue samples for diagnosis.

Minimally invasive: The procedure is performed percutaneously, which means less trauma to the
surrounding breast tissue compared to traditional surgical biopsies.

Fast results: Patients typically receive results within a few days, facilitating timely treatment
decisions.



Enhanced imaging: MRI provides superior soft tissue contrast, making it easier to differentiate
between benign and malignant lesions.

Risks and Considerations

While MRI guided breast biopsy is generally safe, it is essential to consider potential risks:

Bleeding: There may be minor bleeding at the biopsy site, though significant bleeding is rare.

Infection: As with any procedure that breaks the skin, there is a risk of infection, which can typically
be managed with antibiotics.

Discomfort: Patients may experience some discomfort during and after the procedure, though this is
usually minimal.

False negatives: There is a possibility of false-negative results, meaning that cancer may not be
detected even if it is present.

Billing and Coding Guidelines

Accurate billing and coding are critical for ensuring healthcare providers are reimbursed for MRI guided
breast biopsies. Here are some essential guidelines to follow:

Documentation Requirements

Proper documentation is vital for substantiating claims. Healthcare providers should ensure that the
following information is included in the patient’s medical record:

- Detailed clinical indications for the biopsy
- Imaging reports describing the lesions and their characteristics
- Procedure notes detailing the biopsy technique, including any imaging guidance used
- Pathology reports from the tissue samples obtained



Insurance Considerations

Before conducting an MRI guided breast biopsy, it is advisable to:

- Check with the patient's insurance provider to verify coverage for the procedure.
- Obtain prior authorization if required by the insurance plan.
- Clearly communicate costs and potential out-of-pocket expenses to the patient.

Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding the MRI guided breast biopsy CPT code and related billing practices is
essential for healthcare professionals involved in breast imaging and pathology. This advanced technique
not only enhances diagnostic accuracy but also offers several benefits over traditional methods. By adhering
to proper coding and documentation guidelines, providers can ensure appropriate reimbursement while
delivering high-quality care to patients. As advancements in imaging technology continue, the role of MRI
guided breast biopsies in breast cancer detection and management will undoubtedly grow, making it an
essential component of modern breast health care.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CPT code for an MRI-guided breast biopsy?
The CPT code for an MRI-guided breast biopsy is typically 19083.

Are there specific indications for using MRI-guided breast biopsy?
Yes, MRI-guided breast biopsy is indicated for lesions that are visible on MRI but not palpable or visible on
mammography or ultrasound.

How does MRI-guided breast biopsy differ from other biopsy techniques?
MRI-guided breast biopsy uses magnetic resonance imaging for guidance, allowing for precise targeting of
abnormalities, especially in dense breast tissue, compared to ultrasound or stereotactic methods.

Is MRI-guided breast biopsy covered by insurance?
Coverage for MRI-guided breast biopsy can vary by insurance provider and plan; it is advisable to verify
with the insurance company regarding coverage and any pre-authorization requirements.



What are the potential risks associated with MRI-guided breast biopsy?
Potential risks include bleeding, infection, and discomfort at the biopsy site, but serious complications are
rare.

What should patients expect during an MRI-guided breast biopsy
procedure?
Patients can expect to lie face down on a special table while the MRI machine takes images, followed by
the insertion of a needle to remove tissue samples under MRI guidance, usually taking about 30-60
minutes.
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