
native american studies masters

native american studies masters programs provide an in-depth exploration of
the history, culture, politics, and contemporary issues facing Indigenous
peoples of the Americas. These graduate-level courses are designed to equip
students with critical knowledge and analytical skills necessary for careers
in academia, public policy, cultural preservation, and community leadership.
A master's degree in Native American studies emphasizes interdisciplinary
research, combining anthropology, history, sociology, law, and environmental
studies to understand the complex experiences of Native communities. Students
will engage with a variety of subjects such as tribal sovereignty, Indigenous
rights, traditional knowledge systems, and language revitalization. This
article covers the key aspects of pursuing a native american studies masters,
including program structure, admission requirements, career opportunities,
and notable institutions offering these degrees. Whether interested in
scholarly research or advocacy work, understanding the scope and benefits of
a native american studies masters can guide prospective students in their
academic and professional journeys.
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Overview of Native American Studies Masters
Programs
Native American studies masters programs focus on the academic study of
Indigenous peoples, their histories, cultures, and contemporary issues. These
programs are interdisciplinary, drawing from fields such as anthropology,
history, political science, law, and environmental science to provide a
comprehensive understanding of Native American experiences. A primary goal of
these programs is to foster respect for Indigenous knowledge systems and
promote social justice for Native communities.

Students pursuing a master's degree in this field benefit from coursework
that emphasizes critical thinking, research skills, and cultural competency.
Such programs often involve close collaboration with tribal communities,



providing opportunities for practical engagement and experiential learning.
Graduates emerge with the expertise needed to contribute meaningfully to
Indigenous advocacy, education, and policy development.

Program Duration and Format
Most native american studies masters programs require two years of full-time
study, although part-time and online options are increasingly available.
Programs typically combine core courses with electives and a research thesis
or capstone project. The format allows students to tailor their education to
specific interests, such as Indigenous law, environmental justice, or
cultural preservation.

Curriculum and Specializations
The curriculum of a native american studies masters covers a broad range of
topics that reflect the diversity and complexity of Indigenous experiences.
Students study historical contexts, cultural traditions, legal frameworks,
and contemporary social issues affecting Native communities. Core courses
often explore Indigenous sovereignty, treaty rights, language revitalization,
and Indigenous epistemologies.

Specializations within the program enable students to focus on areas that
align with their career goals or research interests. These may include tribal
governance, Indigenous education, environmental sustainability, or Native art
and literature. Elective courses allow for interdisciplinary study, enriching
students’ understanding of Native American issues from multiple perspectives.

Sample Core Courses

History of Indigenous Peoples in North America

Indigenous Law and Sovereignty

Native American Literature and Oral Traditions

Contemporary Issues in Indigenous Communities

Methods in Indigenous Research

Research and Thesis Requirements
Many programs require the completion of a thesis or comprehensive research
project. This involves original research under faculty supervision,



contributing to the academic understanding of Native American topics. The
thesis may address issues such as policy analysis, cultural preservation, or
sociopolitical challenges faced by Indigenous peoples.

Admission Requirements and Application Process
Admission to native american studies masters programs typically requires a
bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution, preferably with coursework
related to social sciences, humanities, or Indigenous studies. Applicants
must submit transcripts, letters of recommendation, a statement of purpose,
and sometimes a writing sample. Some programs also require GRE scores,
although this is becoming less common.

Experience working with Indigenous communities or demonstrating a commitment
to Indigenous issues can strengthen an application. Personal statements
should articulate academic interests and career objectives related to Native
American studies. Some programs may also conduct interviews as part of the
selection process.

Typical Admission Criteria

Bachelor’s degree with a minimum GPA (usually 3.0 or higher)

Transcripts from all post-secondary institutions

Letters of recommendation (academic and/or professional)

Statement of purpose outlining research interests and goals

Optional or required GRE scores depending on the institution

Career Opportunities and Professional Paths
A native american studies masters degree opens doors to a variety of career
paths in academia, government, nonprofit organizations, and tribal
administration. Graduates often work as researchers, educators, policy
analysts, cultural resource managers, or advocates for Indigenous rights. The
degree equips students with the knowledge and skills needed to influence
policy, promote cultural preservation, and support community development.

Some common professional roles include:

Tribal Government Administrator

Indigenous Rights Advocate



Cultural Resource Manager

Academic Researcher or Lecturer

Public Policy Analyst focusing on Native issues

Community Outreach Coordinator

Additionally, graduates may pursue doctoral studies to further specialize in
Native American studies or related disciplines.

Top Universities Offering Native American
Studies Masters
Several universities in the United States offer reputable native american
studies masters programs. These institutions are known for their faculty
expertise, community engagement, and comprehensive curriculum. Selecting a
program involves considering factors such as faculty research interests,
available resources, and connections to Indigenous communities.

Examples of prominent universities with native american studies masters
programs include:

University of Arizona

University of New Mexico

University of California, Davis

University of Oklahoma

Humboldt State University

Factors to Consider When Choosing a Program

Faculty expertise and research areas

Availability of internships and community partnerships

Program flexibility and format (online, on-campus)

Funding opportunities and scholarships

Alumni network and career support services



Funding and Scholarship Options
Funding a native american studies masters program can involve a combination
of scholarships, grants, assistantships, and loans. Many universities provide
financial aid specifically for Indigenous students or those studying Native
American issues. Graduate assistantships may offer tuition waivers and
stipends in exchange for teaching or research support.

External organizations and tribal entities also provide scholarships
targeting Native American graduate students. Applicants are encouraged to
research and apply for multiple funding sources to reduce educational
expenses. Financial aid offices at prospective universities are valuable
resources for identifying available scholarships and financial support
programs.

Common Funding Sources

University-based scholarships and fellowships

Graduate teaching and research assistantships

Tribal scholarships and grants

Federal financial aid programs

Private foundations supporting Indigenous education

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Native American Studies master's program?
A Native American Studies master's program is a graduate-level academic
program focusing on the history, culture, politics, and contemporary issues
of Native American peoples. It combines interdisciplinary coursework,
research, and often community engagement to provide a comprehensive
understanding of Indigenous experiences.

What are the typical admission requirements for a
Native American Studies master's program?
Admission requirements usually include a bachelor's degree from an accredited
institution, a minimum GPA (often around 3.0), letters of recommendation, a



statement of purpose outlining interest in Native American Studies, and
sometimes relevant experience or coursework in related fields.

Which universities offer well-regarded Native
American Studies master's programs?
Universities known for strong Native American Studies master's programs
include the University of Arizona, University of New Mexico, University of
California, Davis, and Haskell Indian Nations University, among others.

What career opportunities are available after
earning a master's in Native American Studies?
Graduates can pursue careers in academia, tribal governance, cultural
resource management, education, social work, nonprofit organizations, museum
curation, public policy, and advocacy related to Indigenous issues.

Are there online options available for Native
American Studies master's degrees?
Some universities offer online or hybrid Native American Studies master's
programs, providing flexibility for students who cannot attend on-campus
classes. It's important to check individual program offerings for
availability.

How long does it typically take to complete a Native
American Studies master's degree?
Most Native American Studies master's programs take about two years of full-
time study to complete, though part-time options may extend the duration.

Can I specialize in a particular area within a
Native American Studies master's program?
Yes, many programs allow students to specialize in areas such as Indigenous
governance, language preservation, history, law, environmental issues, or
cultural studies depending on faculty expertise and course offerings.

Is fieldwork or community engagement a part of
Native American Studies master's programs?
Many programs incorporate fieldwork, internships, or community-based projects
as essential components to provide hands-on experience and foster
relationships with Indigenous communities.



What skills will I gain from completing a Native
American Studies master's degree?
Students typically develop critical thinking, research, cultural competency,
communication, advocacy, and interdisciplinary analytical skills relevant to
Indigenous studies and community contexts.

Are scholarships or funding opportunities available
for Native American Studies graduate students?
Yes, many universities and Indigenous organizations offer scholarships,
fellowships, and assistantships specifically for Native American Studies
graduate students, especially those who are members of Indigenous
communities.

Additional Resources
1. Native American DNA: Tribal Belonging and the False Promise of Genetic
Science
This book explores the complex relationship between genetics and Native
American identity. It critically examines how DNA testing is used to
determine tribal belonging and the implications this has for sovereign tribal
nations. The author provides an insightful analysis of the intersection
between science, identity, and indigenous sovereignty.

2. Indigenous Peoples and the Collaborative Stewardship of Nature: Knowledge
Binds and Institutional Conflicts
Focusing on indigenous environmental knowledge, this book discusses the role
of Native communities in natural resource management. It highlights case
studies where collaborative stewardship between indigenous peoples and
governmental institutions has succeeded or failed. The text is essential for
understanding indigenous contributions to sustainability and conservation.

3. Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples
A foundational text in Native American studies, this book challenges
conventional Western research approaches. It advocates for methodologies that
respect indigenous worldviews and knowledge systems. The author emphasizes
the importance of decolonizing academic research to empower Native
communities and honor their cultural integrity.

4. The Native American Experience
This comprehensive overview covers the history, culture, and contemporary
issues faced by Native American peoples. It provides an accessible
introduction to topics such as sovereignty, treaty rights, and cultural
revitalization. The book is widely used in graduate programs for its balanced
and thorough examination of Native American studies.

5. Red Skin, White Masks: Rejecting the Colonial Politics of Recognition



In this critical work, the author examines how colonial frameworks continue
to shape the recognition and representation of Native peoples. The book
critiques political processes that attempt to assimilate or tokenize
indigenous identities. It offers a powerful argument for indigenous self-
determination beyond colonial recognition.

6. Native American Sovereignty on the Internet: Protecting Tribal Identity in
the Digital Age
This book addresses the challenges and opportunities Native nations face in
the digital realm. It explores legal and ethical issues surrounding tribal
sovereignty, cultural preservation, and intellectual property online. The
author provides case studies highlighting efforts to safeguard Native
identities in cyberspace.

7. American Indian Education: A History
Detailing the evolution of education policies affecting Native American
communities, this book traces the impact of boarding schools, assimilation
efforts, and contemporary educational reforms. It analyzes how education has
been a site of cultural contestation and resilience. The text is critical for
understanding the role of education in Native American social and political
life.

8. Indigenous Women and Feminism: Politics, Activism, Culture
This collection highlights the voices and experiences of indigenous women
within feminist movements. It explores intersections of gender, ethnicity,
and colonialism, emphasizing indigenous women's leadership in political and
cultural activism. The book is an important resource for understanding gender
dynamics in Native American studies.

9. We Are Still Here: Native American Truths Everyone Should Know
Written to challenge misconceptions and stereotypes, this book presents
contemporary Native American histories and realities. It showcases stories of
resilience, resistance, and cultural survival across tribes and regions. The
accessible narrative makes it a valuable read for those pursuing graduate
studies in Native American issues.
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