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When it comes to the freedom of the open road, few experiences rival those found in a motorhome. One of
the most practical and popular methods for enhancing your motorhome adventures is by mastering the art
of motorhome dinghy towing. This guide will walk you through everything you need to know about
dinghy towing, including benefits, equipment, techniques, and legal considerations.

Understanding Dinghy Towing

Dinghy towing, also known as flat towing, involves towing a vehicle behind your motorhome while it's in
gear without the need for a trailer. This method is particularly favored by RV enthusiasts for its
convenience and flexibility.

Benefits of Dinghy Towing

1. Convenience: A dinghy allows you to explore areas that may be inaccessible to larger vehicles.
2. Cost-Effective: Towing a vehicle behind your motorhome eliminates the costs associated with renting a
car or using rideshare services.
3. Versatility: Many dinghy-compatible vehicles can be used for different purposes, from running errands
to off-road adventures.
4. Space Saving: Unlike a trailer, a dinghy does not take up additional space when parked, allowing for
more room at campsites.

Choosing the Right Vehicle for Dinghy Towing

Not all vehicles are suitable for dinghy towing. When selecting a vehicle, consider the following:

Vehicle Compatibility

1. Manufacturer Guidelines: Always consult the vehicle’s owner’s manual for specific towing capabilities.
2. Transmission Type: Most manual and some automatic transmissions can be flat-towed, but it varies by
model.
3. Weight Considerations: Ensure the vehicle's weight does not exceed the motorhome’s towing capacity.



Popular Dinghy Towing Vehicles

Here’s a list of some popular vehicles that are commonly used for dinghy towing:

- Jeep Wrangler: Known for its off-road capability and towable design.
- Ford F-150: A versatile truck that can handle a variety of towing needs.
- Honda CR-V: A compact SUV that is easy to tow and offers good fuel economy.
- Chevrolet Equinox: Another popular choice for its reliability and towing features.

Equipment Needed for Dinghy Towing

To tow a vehicle successfully, you'll need specific equipment to ensure safety and compliance.

Towing Accessories

1. Tow Bar: A sturdy tow bar is crucial for connecting the dinghy to your motorhome. Look for one that is
rated for your vehicle’s weight.
2. Base Plate: This is installed on the towed vehicle and provides a secure connection point for the tow bar.
3. Safety Cables: These provide an additional layer of security in case the tow bar fails.
4. Tow Lights: Ensure that your dinghy has proper lighting for visibility and compliance with road
regulations.
5. Brake System: Many states require supplemental braking systems for towed vehicles, which help ensure
safe stopping.

Setting Up for Towing

Follow these steps to set up your vehicle for dinghy towing:

1. Install the Base Plate: Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for proper installation on the dinghy.
2. Attach the Tow Bar: Connect the tow bar to both the motorhome and the base plate.
3. Connect Safety Cables: Ensure they are crossed under the tow bar for safety.
4. Attach Tow Lights: Install the lighting system, ensuring they are functional before hitting the road.
5. Check Brake System: If required, set up and test the supplemental brake system.



Towing Techniques and Tips

Mastering dinghy towing involves understanding the best practices for safe and effective towing.

Driving with a Dinghy

1. Acceleration and Deceleration: Gradually accelerate and decelerate to avoid jerking the towed vehicle.
2. Turning: Make wider turns to accommodate the length of the towed vehicle.
3. Braking: Allow extra distance for braking, particularly when descending hills or approaching stop signs.

Pre-Trip Checks

Before setting out on your journey, conduct thorough checks:

- Ensure the base plate and tow bar are securely attached.
- Check tire pressure on both the motorhome and dinghy.
- Test the tow lights and brake system.
- Confirm that the dinghy is in neutral and the ignition is off.

Legal Considerations

Understanding the legal requirements for dinghy towing is essential for a trouble-free experience.

State Regulations

1. Towing Laws: Each state has different laws regarding dinghy towing. Research these before traveling.
2. Licensing Requirements: Ensure that you have the correct license to operate your motorhome and
towed vehicle.
3. Insurance: Verify that your insurance policy covers dinghy towing, including liability for both vehicles.

Weight Restrictions

Always adhere to the weight limits set by your motorhome manufacturer. Overloading can lead to
significant safety hazards and potential vehicle damage.



Common Problems and Solutions

Despite careful planning, you may encounter issues while dinghy towing. Here are some common
problems and their solutions:

Problem: Vehicle Overheating

- Solution: Ensure that the vehicle is properly prepared for towing, including checking the coolant levels
and ensuring the transmission can handle the strain.

Problem: Swaying or Instability

- Solution: Adjust the tow bar and check the weight distribution. Make sure both vehicles are aligned
correctly.

Problem: Brake Issues

- Solution: Regularly inspect the supplemental brake system and ensure it is functioning correctly before
each trip.

Conclusion

Mastering motorhome dinghy towing opens up a world of adventure, allowing you to explore the great
outdoors with ease. By understanding the benefits, selecting the right vehicle, utilizing the right
equipment, and adhering to legal regulations, you can ensure a safe and enjoyable experience. Always
remember to perform pre-trip checks and remain vigilant on the road to make the most of your
motorhome journeys. Whether you’re headed to a national park or a friendly campground, dinghy towing
offers the flexibility and freedom that every RV enthusiast craves.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is dinghy towing and why is it popular among motorhome
owners?
Dinghy towing refers to towing a small vehicle behind a motorhome, allowing for easy mobility at
destinations. It's popular because it provides the convenience of having a car available for local travel
without needing to unhook and set up a different vehicle.

What are the key factors to consider when choosing a vehicle for dinghy
towing?
Key factors include the vehicle's weight, compatibility with the motorhome's towing capacity, the ability
to be towed with all four wheels down, and whether it has a suitable tow bar or base plate available.

How do I properly set up my motorhome for dinghy towing?
To set up for dinghy towing, ensure your motorhome is equipped with a tow hitch, attach the base plate to
the dinghy, connect the safety chains and wiring for lights, and perform a pre-tow checklist to ensure
everything is secure and functional.

Are there specific laws or regulations regarding dinghy towing?
Yes, regulations regarding dinghy towing can vary by state or country, including weight limits, required
equipment, and speed restrictions. It's important to familiarize yourself with local laws before towing.

What maintenance tips should I follow for my dinghy towing setup?
Regularly inspect the tow hitch, safety chains, and wiring for wear and tear. Ensure the base plate is
securely attached to the dinghy, check the dinghy's tire pressure, and periodically test the braking system
and lights to ensure they function correctly.
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