
museum of howard county history
Museum of Howard County History is a vital cultural institution dedicated to
preserving and interpreting the rich history of Howard County, Maryland.
Located in the historic town of Ellicott City, the museum serves as a gateway
for residents and visitors to explore the multifaceted stories that have
shaped the region. From its early Native American inhabitants to its role
during the American Civil War and its transformation into a suburban hub, the
Museum of Howard County History encapsulates the essence of the area’s past,
making it an essential stop for anyone interested in Maryland's heritage.

History of the Museum

The Museum of Howard County History was founded in 1973 by local historians
and citizens who recognized the need to preserve the area's historical
artifacts and narratives. Initially, the museum operated from a small space,
but as the collection grew and public interest surged, it moved to its
current location in Ellicott City, which is itself steeped in history. The
museum is housed in the historic B&O Railroad Station, a nod to the region's
rich transportation heritage.

Over the years, the museum has expanded its offerings, hosting various
exhibitions, educational programs, and community events. It has become a
repository for local documents, photographs, and artifacts that tell the
story of Howard County and its residents. The museum’s commitment to history
education and community engagement has solidified its role as a cornerstone
of local culture.

Exhibitions and Collections

The Museum of Howard County History boasts a diverse range of exhibitions and
collections that cater to a wide audience. Visitors can explore permanent
collections that highlight significant themes in the county's history.

Permanent Exhibitions

1. Native American Heritage: This exhibition delves into the lives of the
Indigenous peoples who inhabited the region long before European settlers
arrived. Artifacts such as tools, pottery, and artworks provide insight into
their daily lives, traditions, and spiritual practices.

2. Colonial Life: Visitors can immerse themselves in the colonial period of
Howard County, featuring exhibits that showcase the lifestyle, architecture,



and agricultural practices of early settlers. Artifacts include furniture,
clothing, and farming tools that illustrate the challenges and triumphs of
colonial life.

3. Civil War Era: The museum highlights Howard County's significant role
during the American Civil War. Exhibits include uniforms, weapons, and
personal accounts from soldiers and civilians, shedding light on the impact
of the war on the local community.

4. Transportation and Industry: This exhibition covers Howard County's
evolution as a transportation hub, showcasing the historic B&O Railroad and
its influence on the development of the region. Artifacts related to
industry, such as tools and machinery, reflect the growth of local
businesses.

Temporary Exhibitions

In addition to its permanent collections, the museum frequently hosts
temporary exhibitions that focus on specific themes or historical events.
These exhibitions often feature loans from other institutions or private
collectors and may include:

- Local Art and Artists: Showcasing the works of Howard County artists, these
exhibitions celebrate creativity and the local art scene.
- Cultural Festivals: The museum may host exhibitions that highlight various
cultural celebrations, reflecting the diverse communities within Howard
County.

Educational Programs

The Museum of Howard County History is committed to education, offering a
range of programs aimed at students, families, and adults. These programs are
designed to engage participants in the exploration of history through
interactive and immersive experiences.

School Programs

The museum collaborates with local schools to provide tailored educational
programs that align with curriculum standards. Programs may include:

- Guided Tours: Students can take guided tours of the museum, allowing them
to engage with artifacts and exhibits while learning about the county's
history.
- Hands-On Workshops: Workshops may focus on historical skills, such as
quilting or cooking, giving students a practical understanding of historical



life.

Family and Community Programs

The museum hosts family-friendly events throughout the year, including:

- History Days: These events feature activities such as storytelling, crafts,
and reenactments that make history accessible and enjoyable for families.
- Lecture Series: The museum invites historians and experts to speak on
various topics related to Howard County history, offering community members
the opportunity to deepen their understanding of local heritage.

Community Engagement

The Museum of Howard County History plays an integral role in the community,
fostering a sense of identity and continuity among residents. The museum
actively encourages community involvement through various initiatives and
partnerships.

Volunteering and Membership

The museum welcomes volunteers to assist with exhibitions, events, and
educational programs. By becoming a volunteer, individuals can contribute to
the preservation of local history while gaining valuable experience in museum
operations. Additionally, the museum offers membership opportunities that
provide benefits such as:

- Free admission to special events
- Discounts on museum programs and workshops
- A newsletter keeping members informed about upcoming events and exhibitions

Collaborations with Local Organizations

The museum collaborates with other local organizations, schools, and
historical societies to promote history education and cultural awareness.
These partnerships help to enhance the museum's offerings and reach a broader
audience.

Visiting the Museum

For those interested in exploring the Museum of Howard County History, it is



conveniently located in Ellicott City, making it accessible for both locals
and visitors. The museum features:

- Hours of Operation: The museum is typically open from Wednesday to Sunday,
with extended hours during special events.
- Admission Fees: Admission fees are modest, with discounts available for
students, seniors, and families.
- Facilities: The museum provides amenities such as a gift shop, restrooms,
and spaces for community events, making it a welcoming environment for all.

Accessibility

The museum is committed to being accessible to all visitors. This includes:

- Wheelchair access throughout the building
- Programs designed for individuals with disabilities
- Assistance from staff members for any special needs

Conclusion

The Museum of Howard County History is more than just a collection of
artifacts; it is a vibrant institution that fosters community engagement and
educates the public about the rich tapestry of Howard County's past. From its
origins to its future, the museum continues to adapt, innovate, and serve as
a proud steward of local history. Whether you are a lifelong resident or a
first-time visitor, the museum offers a unique opportunity to connect with
the stories that have shaped Howard County, making it an invaluable resource
for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Museum of Howard County History?
The Museum of Howard County History is a local museum dedicated to preserving
and showcasing the history and heritage of Howard County, Maryland, through
various exhibits, artifacts, and educational programs.

What types of exhibits can visitors expect to see at
the Museum of Howard County History?
Visitors can expect to see a variety of exhibits that highlight local
history, including historical artifacts, photographs, documents, and
interactive displays that cover topics such as the county's founding,
significant events, and notable figures.



Are there any special events or programs offered at
the Museum of Howard County History?
Yes, the museum regularly hosts special events, workshops, and educational
programs, including lectures, family days, and guided tours that engage the
community and promote local history.

How can individuals get involved with the Museum of
Howard County History?
Individuals can get involved by volunteering, participating in events,
becoming a member, or contributing artifacts and stories related to the
history of Howard County.

Is the Museum of Howard County History family-
friendly?
Yes, the museum is designed to be family-friendly, offering interactive
exhibits and activities that cater to visitors of all ages, making it a great
destination for families.

What are the museum's hours of operation?
The Museum of Howard County History typically operates from Tuesday to
Saturday, with specific hours that may vary. It's best to check the museum's
official website or contact them for the most current information.
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