national womens studies association
conference 2023

National Women's Studies Association Conference 2023 is an essential event for scholars,
activists, and students dedicated to advancing feminist research, education, and activism. Held
annually, this conference brings together a diverse group of individuals committed to discussing
critical issues facing women and gender minorities today. In 2023, the conference promises to be a
transformative experience, featuring impactful keynote speakers, engaging workshops, and
networking opportunities that will inspire attendees to continue their work in various fields of
women's studies.

Overview of the National Women's Studies Association
Conference

The National Women's Studies Association (NWSA) has been at the forefront of feminist scholarship
and activism since its inception in 1977. The annual conference serves as a platform for sharing
research, discussing policy changes, and promoting activism centered on women's and gender
studies. In 2023, the conference will focus on themes of intersectionality, social justice, and the
future of feminist movements.

Key Themes for 2023

This year's conference will revolve around several key themes that reflect the current socio-political
climate. Some of the prominent topics to be discussed include:

e Intersectionality: Exploring how various social identities such as race, class, gender, and
sexuality intersect and impact individual experiences.

¢ Global Feminisms: Discussing the diverse experiences of women around the world and how
global movements can influence local activism.

e Digital Activism: Examining the role of social media and technology in advancing feminist
causes and connecting activists.

¢ Health and Wellbeing: Addressing issues related to women's health, reproductive rights,
and mental health in the context of systemic inequalities.

¢ Education and Empowerment: Focusing on educational initiatives that promote gender
equity and empower future generations of feminists.



Featured Speakers and Presentations

One of the highlights of the National Women's Studies Association Conference 2023 will be its lineup
of distinguished keynote speakers. These thought leaders will share their insights on various topics
related to women's studies and social justice.

Keynote Speakers

Attendees can look forward to hearing from a variety of influential figures in the field, including:

1. Dr. Kimberlé Crenshaw - A leading scholar in critical race theory and intersectionality, Dr.
Crenshaw's work has significantly shaped contemporary discussions on race and gender.

2. Dr. Angela Davis - An iconic activist and scholar, Dr. Davis will discuss the importance of
solidarity movements in advancing feminist goals.

3. Dr. bell hooks (posthumously honored) - The late feminist theorist and cultural critic’s work will
be celebrated, with discussions on her lasting impact on feminist thought.

Workshops and Panels

In addition to keynote addresses, the conference will feature a variety of workshops and panels that
allow attendees to engage with specific issues in a more intimate setting. Topics may include:

- Advocating for Policy Change: Strategies for effective advocacy in local and national contexts.
- Creative Expressions of Feminism: How art and literature can be used as tools for activism.

- Teaching Feminism: Best practices for incorporating feminist theory into curricula at various
educational levels.

Networking Opportunities

The National Women's Studies Association Conference is not only about learning; it’s also an
excellent opportunity for networking. Attendees can connect with like-minded individuals, potential
collaborators, and mentors throughout the event.

Networking Events

The conference will host several dedicated networking events, including:

- Meet and Greet Sessions: Informal gatherings designed to help attendees connect and share ideas.
- Mentorship Programs: Opportunities for students and early-career professionals to meet
established scholars and practitioners.

- Social Hours: Evening events that encourage casual conversations and forging new friendships.



Exhibitors and Sponsors

The conference will feature exhibitors that represent a wide range of organizations, from academic
institutions to non-profits focused on women's rights. These exhibitors provide valuable resources
and information about ongoing initiatives and research in the field.

How to Prepare for the Conference

Preparation is key to making the most of your experience at the National Women's Studies
Association Conference. Here are some tips to help you get ready:

1. Register Early: Ensure your spot by registering as soon as possible, as spaces can fill up
quickly.

2. Plan Your Schedule: Review the conference agenda and select sessions that align with your
interests. Consider balancing between keynotes, panels, and workshops.

3. Bring Business Cards: Networking is a big part of the conference, so have business cards
ready to exchange contact information.

4. Participate Actively: Engage in discussions, ask questions, and contribute to workshops to
maximize your learning experience.

5. Follow Up: After the conference, reach out to the contacts you made to continue the
conversations and collaborations.

Conclusion

The National Women's Studies Association Conference 2023 is set to be an inspiring and
educational event for anyone interested in feminist research, activism, and education. With its focus
on intersectionality and social justice, the conference will provide a valuable platform for discussing
critical issues and forging connections within the feminist community. Whether you are a seasoned
professional or a newcomer to the field, attending this conference will undoubtedly enhance your
understanding and commitment to advancing women's studies. Don't miss the opportunity to be part
of this vital conversation and contribute to the ongoing work towards gender equality and social
justice.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the main themes of the National Women's Studies
Association Conference 2023?

The main themes include intersectionality, social justice, feminist activism, and the impact of climate
change on women's rights.

Who are some of the keynote speakers at the National
Women's Studies Association Conference 2023?

Keynote speakers include prominent feminist scholars, activists, and authors such as Angela Davis
and Kimberlé Crenshaw.

How can attendees participate in workshops at the National
Women's Studies Association Conference 2023?

Attendees can sign up for workshops through the conference website, where they can select
sessions based on their interests and expertise.

What is the significance of the National Women's Studies
Association Conference 2023 for students and emerging
scholars?

The conference provides a platform for networking, sharing research, and gaining insights from
established scholars, which is crucial for career development.

Are there any virtual attendance options for the National
Women's Studies Association Conference 2023?

Yes, the conference offers a hybrid model, allowing participants to attend either in-person or
virtually, with sessions available for live streaming.

What topics are expected to be discussed in the panels at the
National Women's Studies Association Conference 2023?

Panels will cover a variety of topics, including reproductive rights, gender-based violence, LGBTQ+
issues, and the role of women in global movements.
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