
nanny mcphee and the big bang

nanny mcphee and the big bang is a delightful family film that combines elements of
fantasy, comedy, and drama to tell a heartwarming story. As the sequel to the original
Nanny McPhee movie, this installment continues the adventures of the magical and
mysterious nanny who transforms chaotic households into harmonious environments. The
film’s unique blend of humor and life lessons has made it a favorite among audiences of all
ages. This article provides an in-depth exploration of nanny mcphee and the big bang,
including its plot, characters, themes, production details, and critical reception.
Additionally, insights into the film’s impact on family entertainment and its place within the
broader Nanny McPhee franchise will be discussed. Whether you are a fan of the movie or
seeking to learn more about this charming story, this comprehensive guide covers all
essential aspects of nanny mcphee and the big bang.
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Plot Summary of Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang
The storyline of nanny mcphee and the big bang picks up after the events of the first
film, focusing on a new set of challenges faced by the Brown family during World War II.
The plot revolves around the eldest Brown daughter, Evangeline, who is left to care for her
siblings after their mother goes to work as a nurse and their father is away fighting in the
war. The children’s mischievous nature causes chaos in the household, which prompts the
arrival of Nanny McPhee, the enigmatic governess with magical abilities.

Throughout the film, Nanny McPhee uses her peculiar powers and strict but loving approach
to teach the children valuable lessons about responsibility, kindness, and courage. The
story also intertwines a subplot involving the evacuation of children from London to the
countryside due to the war, adding historical context and emotional depth. The combination
of magical realism with wartime drama creates a unique narrative that is both entertaining
and educational.



Main Characters and Cast
nanny mcphee and the big bang features a talented ensemble cast that brings the
story’s characters to life with charm and authenticity. The titular character, Nanny McPhee,
is portrayed by Emma Thompson, who also serves as the screenplay writer. Her
performance is both commanding and nurturing, perfectly capturing the essence of the
magical nanny.

The Brown Family
The Brown family is central to the film’s narrative, consisting of several children and their
eldest sister Evangeline. Evangeline, played by Eliza Bennett, is depicted as a responsible
and caring young woman struggling to manage her siblings amidst the pressures of
wartime. The younger Brown children are portrayed by a cast of young actors who
effectively convey the mischief and innocence of childhood.

Supporting Characters
Additional characters include the family’s housekeeper, the local vicar, and other village
residents who contribute to the storyline’s development. The interactions between these
characters and the Browns add layers of humor and warmth, enhancing the film’s appeal to
a broad audience.

Emma Thompson as Nanny McPhee

Eliza Bennett as Evangeline Brown

Thomas Sangster as Simon Brown

Eros Vlahos as Norman Brown

Jennifer Saunders as Mrs. Selma Quickly

Themes and Messages
nanny mcphee and the big bang explores several enduring themes that resonate with
viewers, especially families and children. Central to the film are lessons about discipline,
empathy, and the importance of working together in difficult times. The narrative
emphasizes how kindness and understanding can transform relationships and resolve
conflicts.

Family and Responsibility
The movie highlights the significance of family unity and the responsibilities that come with
caring for others. Evangeline’s role as a surrogate parent to her siblings showcases the
challenges of growing up quickly and the value of selflessness.



Resilience During Adversity
Set against the backdrop of World War II, the film addresses resilience and hope amidst
hardship. The evacuation subplot illustrates the impact of war on civilians, particularly
children, and the strength required to endure such circumstances.

Magic as a Metaphor for Change
Nanny McPhee’s magical interventions symbolize the positive changes that discipline and
love can bring. Her transformations of the children’s behavior serve as metaphors for
personal growth and the power of guidance.

Production and Direction
The production of nanny mcphee and the big bang involved a collaboration of
experienced filmmakers dedicated to creating a visually captivating and emotionally
engaging movie. Directed by Susanna White, the film maintains a balance between
whimsical fantasy elements and historical realism.

Filming Locations and Set Design
The movie was filmed in various locations across the United Kingdom, utilizing picturesque
countryside settings to authentically depict the wartime evacuation scenario. The set
design effectively recreates the 1940s era, from costumes to household interiors,
enhancing the film’s immersive quality.

Cinematography and Special Effects
The cinematography employs warm, vibrant colors contrasted with darker tones to reflect
the film’s shifting moods. Special effects are subtly integrated to support Nanny McPhee’s
magical abilities without overshadowing the story’s emotional core.

Screenplay and Adaptation
Emma Thompson’s screenplay adapts Christianna Brand’s original “Nurse Matilda” books,
expanding the narrative to include wartime elements while preserving the whimsical charm
of the source material. The dialogue is crafted to be accessible to children while
maintaining sophistication for adult viewers.

Critical Reception and Audience Response
nanny mcphee and the big bang received generally positive reviews from critics and
audiences alike. The film was praised for its imaginative storytelling, strong performances,
particularly by Emma Thompson, and its effective blend of humor and heartfelt moments.



Box Office Performance
The movie performed well commercially, attracting family audiences with its familiar
characters and engaging plot. Its success contributed to sustaining interest in the Nanny
McPhee franchise and led to further discussions about potential sequels or related projects.

Critical Reviews
Reviewers highlighted the film’s ability to address complex themes such as loss,
responsibility, and courage within a family-friendly format. The balance between magical
elements and historical context was noted as a distinguishing feature that sets it apart from
typical children’s films.

Audience Feedback
Parents and educators have appreciated the film for its positive messages and suitability
for young viewers. Children often enjoy the magical antics and the transformation of the
Brown children from unruly to well-behaved, making the movie both entertaining and
instructive.

Impact on Family and Children’s Cinema
nanny mcphee and the big bang holds a significant place in family and children’s
cinema for its unique approach to storytelling. By blending fantasy with historical drama,
the film offers more than just entertainment; it provides meaningful reflections on personal
growth and social responsibility.

Educational Value
The movie serves as an educational tool by introducing young audiences to aspects of
British history, such as the wartime evacuations, in an accessible manner. Its moral lessons
promote positive behaviors and emotional intelligence.

Influence on Similar Films
Its success has inspired other filmmakers to explore family stories set against historical
backdrops, using fantasy elements to engage children while addressing serious themes.
This approach enriches the genre by expanding the types of narratives available to young
viewers.

Merchandising and Cultural Presence
The film’s popularity has led to the creation of various merchandise, including books, toys,
and educational materials, further embedding nanny mcphee and the big bang into
popular culture and family entertainment traditions.

Increased interest in historical family dramas with magical elements1.



Promotion of positive childhood behavior through engaging storytelling2.

Expansion of the Nanny McPhee franchise and related media3.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang'?
The film follows Nanny McPhee as she helps two families during World War II, using her
magical powers to bring order and heal emotional wounds amidst the chaos of war.

Who stars in 'Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang'?
The movie stars Emma Thompson as Nanny McPhee, along with Maggie Gyllenhaal, Ralph
Fiennes, Rhys Ifans, and Maggie Smith in supporting roles.

Is 'Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang' a sequel?
Yes, it is the sequel to the original 'Nanny McPhee' film released in 2005, continuing the
adventures of the magical nanny.

What themes are explored in 'Nanny McPhee and the
Big Bang'?
The film explores themes of family, forgiveness, healing, and the impact of war on children
and communities.

How was 'Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang' received by
critics?
The film received generally positive reviews for its charming storytelling, performances,
and visual effects, though some critics felt it was less whimsical than the first film.

What age group is 'Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang'
suitable for?
The movie is family-friendly and suitable for children aged 6 and above, with mild fantasy
violence and themes appropriate for young audiences.

Where can I watch 'Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang'?
The film is available on various streaming platforms such as Amazon Prime Video, iTunes,
and can also be rented or purchased digitally depending on your region.



Additional Resources
1. Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang: The Magical Beginning
This prequel explores the origins of Nanny McPhee’s mysterious powers during the early
days of the Big Bang. As chaos erupts in a small village, a young Emma discovers her
unique abilities and the importance of balance in the universe. Filled with enchanting spells
and heartwarming lessons, this book sets the stage for her extraordinary journey.

2. The Enchanted Chaos: Nanny McPhee’s Big Bang Adventure
When a cosmic disturbance threatens to tear apart the fabric of reality, Nanny McPhee
must use her magic to restore harmony. Alongside a group of curious children, she embarks
on a thrilling quest that blends science and sorcery. This tale highlights the power of
teamwork and the wonders of the universe.

3. Nanny McPhee and the Cosmic Child
Nanny McPhee encounters a mysterious child who claims to hold the secret to the Big Bang
itself. As they delve into a magical realm intertwined with cosmic forces, they uncover
hidden truths about creation and destiny. This story beautifully merges fantasy with
elements of astrophysics, making it a captivating read for all ages.

4. The Big Bang Chronicles: Nanny McPhee’s Time-Twisting Tale
In this time-traveling adventure, Nanny McPhee journeys back to the moment of the Big
Bang to prevent a disastrous event that could alter history. With her magical guidance,
children learn about cause and effect while navigating challenges across time and space.
The book combines educational themes with enchanting storytelling.

5. Nanny McPhee and the Stars’ Secret
Nanny McPhee discovers that the stars themselves hide secrets linked to the Big Bang’s
aftermath. Together with a band of young explorers, she deciphers celestial clues that lead
to a magical revelation. This heartwarming story emphasizes curiosity, bravery, and the
beauty of the night sky.

6. The Magical Universe of Nanny McPhee
This collection of short stories reveals various magical moments throughout the universe’s
history, all connected by Nanny McPhee’s presence. From the Big Bang to distant galaxies,
each tale teaches valuable lessons about kindness, resilience, and the magic within us all.
Perfect for readers who enjoy fantasy entwined with cosmic wonder.

7. Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang Mystery
A puzzling disturbance in the universe calls for Nanny McPhee’s unique skills. As she
investigates, she uncovers a hidden plot that could disrupt the balance of magic and
science. This intriguing mystery blends whimsical charm with thought-provoking ideas
about the cosmos.

8. The Little Guardians: Nanny McPhee and the Cosmic Protectors
Nanny McPhee mentors a group of children destined to protect the universe’s magical
balance after the Big Bang. Through challenges and magical lessons, they learn about
responsibility, friendship, and the importance of preserving harmony. This inspiring tale
combines fantasy adventure with cosmic themes.

9. Nanny McPhee’s Guide to Magic and the Cosmos



A whimsical handbook filled with spells, cosmic facts, and stories from Nanny McPhee’s
adventures around the Big Bang. This book invites readers to explore the wonders of magic
alongside the mysteries of the universe. It’s an enchanting resource for young readers
eager to blend imagination with science.
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