mr smith goes to washington answer key

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington Answer Key is a term that often arises in
discussions about the classic 1939 film directed by Frank Capra. This film,
starring James Stewart as the idealistic Jefferson Smith, has been a staple
of American cinema and political discourse for decades. It portrays the
journey of a naive and optimistic man who is thrust into the gritty world of
politics in Washington, D.C. The movie is rich in themes of integrity,
democracy, and the power of one voice against the establishment, and it
continues to resonate with audiences today.

Overview of Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington tells the story of Jefferson Smith, a boy scout
leader and a man of good moral standing, who is appointed to the United
States Senate following the death of a senator. His appointment is part of a
corrupt political scheme orchestrated by the state’s political machine, which
seeks to use him as a puppet. However, upon arriving in Washington, Smith
discovers the realities of political corruption and the challenges of
standing up for what is right.

Key Characters

1. Jefferson Smith — The protagonist, portrayed by James Stewart, represents
the average American citizen who believes in honesty and integrity.

2. Senator Joe Pain — Played by Claude Rains, he is the antagonist who
embodies the corrupt political system.

3. Clarissa Saunders — Portrayed by Jean Arthur, she is a cynical Senate
secretary who becomes Smith’s ally and love interest.

4. Jim Taylor — The corrupt political boss who manipulates events behind the
scenes to maintain power.

Thematic Elements

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington presents several thematic elements that
contribute to its enduring legacy:

1. The Power of the Individual

The film emphasizes the importance of individual action and moral conviction.
Jefferson Smith's determination to fight against corruption showcases how one



person can make a difference, even in a seemingly insurmountable system. His
filibuster serves as a rallying point for those who believe in democracy and
integrity.

2. Political Corruption

The film does not shy away from depicting the corrupt nature of politics.
Senator Pain and Jim Taylor represent the darker side of political power,
where personal gain often outweighs public service. This theme reflects a
critical view of the political landscape, which remains relevant today.

3. Idealism vs. Realism

Jefferson Smith's idealism clashes with the harsh realities of the political
world. His journey illustrates the struggle between maintaining one's
principles while navigating a system that often rewards compromise and
deceit.

Iconic Scenes and Their Significance

Several scenes in Mr. Smith Goes to Washington are particularly memorable and
significant to the film's overall message:

1. The Arrival in Washington

Smith’'s arrival in Washington, with its grand buildings and bustling
atmosphere, symbolizes his excitement and naivety regarding the political
process. This scene sets the stage for his disillusionment as he faces the
realities of the Senate.

2. The Filibuster

One of the film's most iconic moments is Smith’s filibuster, where he speaks
for hours to block a corrupt bill. This scene is a powerful representation of
one person's ability to stand up against the establishment, serving as an
inspiration for civic engagement and activism.

3. The Climactic Showdown



The final confrontation between Smith and Senator Pain underscores the film's
central conflict: the battle between good and evil within the political
arena. Smith’s emotional breakdown and his plea for honesty and integrity
resonate with the audience, showcasing the film's emotional depth.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington has had a lasting impact on American culture and
politics. Its portrayal of the Senate and the political process has
influenced public perception and has inspired countless individuals to engage
in civic duties.

1. Influence on Political Discourse

The film has become a reference point in discussions about political
integrity and the role of the individual in democracy. Politicians often cite
Smith’s character as an example of the ideal public servant, and the film is
frequently used in educational contexts to teach about American government.

2. Awards and Recognition

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington received critical acclaim upon its release,
earning eleven Academy Award nominations and winning one Oscar for Best
Original Story. Its recognition further solidified its status as a classic.

3. Adaptations and References

The film's themes and characters have inspired various adaptations, parodies,
and references in popular culture. It continues to be referenced in
television shows, films, and literature, demonstrating its relevance across
generations.

Conclusion

In summary, Mr. Smith Goes to Washington Answer Key encapsulates the
essential elements of the film, from its characters and themes to its
cultural impact. The film remains a poignant reminder of the importance of
integrity, the challenges of political engagement, and the power of the
individual voice. As audiences continue to watch and reflect on Jefferson
Smith's journey, the film serves as both an inspiration and a cautionary tale
about the state of democracy and the need for vigilance against corruption.



Its legacy endures, inviting new generations to consider their roles within
the political system and the values they choose to uphold.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington'?

The central theme is the struggle between idealism and political corruption,
highlighting the challenges faced by an honest individual in a flawed
political system.

Who directed 'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington' and in
what year was it released?

The film was directed by Frank Capra and released in 1939.

What role does Jefferson Smith play in the film?

Jefferson Smith, played by James Stewart, is an idealistic and naive scout
leader who is appointed to the U.S. Senate, where he faces corruption and
fights for his beliefs.

How does Jefferson Smith's character symbolize hope
in American democracy?

Jefferson Smith symbolizes hope in American democracy by representing the
voice of the common citizen and the belief that one individual can make a
difference against a system rife with corruption.

What significant event occurs during Jefferson
Smith's filibuster?

During Jefferson Smith's filibuster, he passionately defends his proposed
bill for a boys' camp, bringing attention to the importance of integrity and
civic duty in government.
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