
money hungry by sharon g flake
money hungry by sharon g flake is a compelling young adult novel that explores the struggles of
adolescence, family dynamics, and the pursuit of financial stability. Sharon G. Flake, known for her
authentic voice and relatable characters, delivers a powerful narrative that resonates with readers
facing similar challenges. This article delves deeply into the themes, characters, and literary
significance of "Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake," offering an insightful examination of its impact.
Additionally, the discussion covers the author’s background, the book’s reception, and how it fits
within the broader context of contemporary young adult literature. Readers interested in social issues,
family conflict, and personal growth will find this analysis particularly valuable. The following sections
will provide a structured overview and detailed exploration of the novel.
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Overview of Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake
"Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake" centers around the life of a teenage girl named Shana, who
grapples with poverty, family responsibilities, and her own dreams for a better future. The narrative is
set in an urban environment where economic hardships are a daily reality. Flake’s storytelling vividly
captures the tension between Shana’s desire to escape her circumstances and the loyalty she feels
toward her family. The plot progresses through a series of events that highlight the difficult choices
Shana must make in order to secure financial independence and emotional stability. This overview
presents the novel as both a social commentary and a coming-of-age story that authentically portrays
the struggles of youth in marginalized communities.

Main Characters and Their Development

Shana: The Protagonist’s Journey
Shana is the heart of "Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake." Her character is crafted with depth and
nuance, illustrating a young girl’s resilience amid adversity. Throughout the novel, Shana evolves
from a frustrated and overwhelmed teenager into a determined and hopeful young woman. Her
development is marked by her efforts to juggle school, work, and caring for her siblings, embodying



the complexities faced by many youths in similar socioeconomic conditions.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles
The novel features a cast of supporting characters who influence Shana’s journey. These include her
mother, who struggles with addiction and financial instability, and her siblings, who depend on her for
emotional and practical support. Friends and community members also play pivotal roles, offering
both challenges and encouragement. Each character contributes to the realistic portrayal of the
environment that shapes Shana’s experiences.

Character Relationships and Dynamics
The interactions between characters in "Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake" highlight themes of trust,
betrayal, and solidarity. Shana’s relationships reveal the complexities of familial bonds under stress,
as well as the importance of friendship and mentorship. These dynamics are integral to understanding
the emotional landscape of the novel.

Themes and Motifs in the Novel

Economic Hardship and Poverty
One of the central themes in "Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake" is the impact of poverty on young
lives. The narrative exposes the harsh realities of economic deprivation and its effects on education,
family stability, and personal aspirations. Flake’s portrayal is unflinching yet empathetic, encouraging
readers to consider broader social issues.

Family and Responsibility
Family responsibility is another key theme, as Shana shoulders the burden of caring for her siblings
while managing her own challenges. The novel explores the tension between individual desires and
familial obligations, illustrating the sacrifices often made by young caretakers.

Hope and Resilience
Despite the difficulties presented, "Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake" conveys a message of hope
and resilience. Shana’s determination to improve her circumstances underscores the potential for
growth and change, even in adverse environments. This optimistic motif resonates strongly
throughout the book.

List of Key Themes



Financial struggle and survival

Adolescence and identity formation

Impact of addiction in families

Education as a pathway to change

Community support and challenges

Author Background and Writing Style

Sharon G. Flake’s Literary Contributions
Sharon G. Flake is a celebrated author known for her impactful works in young adult fiction. Her
writing often focuses on urban life, social issues, and the experiences of African American youth. With
a career spanning several acclaimed novels, Flake has established herself as a voice for
underrepresented communities in literature. "Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake" is a testament to her
commitment to authentic storytelling.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques
Flake employs a straightforward yet evocative writing style that enhances the emotional intensity of
the story. Her use of first-person narration invites readers to intimately connect with Shana’s
perspective. The dialogue and descriptions are realistic, reflecting everyday speech and
environments. This approach increases the novel’s accessibility and relevance to its target audience.

Reception and Impact of the Book

Critical Acclaim and Reviews
"Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake" has received positive reviews from critics and educators alike. It
is praised for its honest depiction of poverty and its effect on youth, as well as its relatable
protagonist. The novel is frequently included in school curricula to foster discussions about social
justice and economic challenges. Critics commend Flake’s ability to balance hope with realism.

Influence on Readers and Communities
The novel has had a significant impact on readers, particularly young adults facing similar struggles. It
provides validation and representation, encouraging empathy and understanding. Community
programs and book clubs often utilize the novel as a resource for addressing issues related to family
hardship and financial instability.



Relevance in Contemporary Young Adult Literature
"Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake" holds a vital place within the landscape of contemporary young
adult literature. It addresses themes that remain pertinent today, such as economic inequality and
family dynamics, which continue to affect many adolescents. The book stands alongside other
influential works that prioritize diverse voices and real-world challenges, making it a valuable addition
to educational and literary discussions focused on youth empowerment and social awareness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Money Hungry' by Sharon G.
Flake?
'Money Hungry' primarily explores themes of poverty, family responsibility, and self-reliance as it
follows the story of a young girl trying to help her family overcome financial struggles.

Who is the protagonist in 'Money Hungry' and what
challenges does she face?
The protagonist is a teenage girl named Money, who faces the challenge of supporting her family
financially after her mother loses her job, highlighting issues of poverty and resilience.

How does Sharon G. Flake portray the impact of poverty in
'Money Hungry'?
Sharon G. Flake portrays poverty realistically by showing its emotional and practical effects on Money
and her family, including stress, pride, and the lengths they go to make ends meet.

What lessons can readers learn from 'Money Hungry'?
Readers can learn about the importance of perseverance, family support, and resourcefulness in
difficult times, as well as gaining empathy for those facing financial hardships.

How does 'Money Hungry' address issues of teenage
responsibility and maturity?
The novel shows Money taking on adult responsibilities at a young age, illustrating her growth and
maturity as she navigates the complexities of helping her family survive.

Why is 'Money Hungry' considered relevant for young adult
readers today?
'Money Hungry' remains relevant because it deals with universal themes of economic struggle and
family dynamics, encouraging young readers to understand and empathize with real-life challenges
faced by their peers.



Additional Resources
1. Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake
This compelling novel follows the story of a young girl named Money, who struggles with poverty and
the challenges of growing up in a difficult environment. Through her journey, the book explores
themes of family, resilience, and the pursuit of a better life. Sharon G. Flake delivers a raw and honest
portrayal of the struggles faced by many urban youths.

2. The Skin I’m In by Sharon G. Flake
This powerful story centers on Maleeka Madison, a girl who faces bullying and discrimination because
of her dark skin. Like Money Hungry, this book deals with self-esteem, identity, and overcoming
adversity. Flake’s storytelling encourages readers to embrace their uniqueness and stand strong
against societal pressures.

3. Piecing Me Together by Renée Watson
This novel follows Jade, a young African American girl trying to navigate life in a predominantly white
private school while dealing with economic hardships. Themes of socioeconomic disparity and self-
worth resonate similarly to those in Money Hungry. Watson’s narrative highlights the importance of
mentorship and self-empowerment.

4. One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia
Set in the 1960s, this story follows three sisters who travel to Oakland to spend the summer with their
mother, encountering the Black Panther movement and learning about activism and identity. The
book explores family dynamics and social justice, echoing some of the societal challenges seen in
Money Hungry. It’s a heartfelt story about growth and understanding.

5. Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson
This memoir in verse recounts Woodson’s childhood experiences growing up as an African American
in the 1960s and 1970s. The book touches on themes of race, family, and finding one’s voice, much
like the emotional depth found in Money Hungry. Its lyrical prose offers a reflective and inspiring
perspective on personal growth.

6. Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper
This novel tells the story of Melody, a girl with cerebral palsy who cannot speak but has a brilliant
mind. The book addresses themes of overcoming obstacles and being misunderstood, paralleling the
struggles for acceptance and opportunity seen in Money Hungry. It’s an empowering story about
resilience and intelligence.

7. Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai
This novel in verse follows Hà, a young girl who flees Vietnam with her family and adjusts to life in the
United States. Themes of displacement, identity, and hope connect with the challenges faced by
Money in Money Hungry. Lai’s storytelling provides a heartfelt look at immigration and cultural
adjustment.

8. Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt
This story centers on Ally, a girl who struggles with dyslexia but hides it to fit in at school. The themes
of understanding oneself and overcoming adversity align with those in Money Hungry. The book
highlights the importance of support, kindness, and believing in one’s potential.

9. The Crossover by Kwame Alexander
Told in verse, this novel follows twin brothers who are basketball stars but face challenges in family



and growing up. Themes of family conflict, personal growth, and resilience relate to the emotional
depth found in Money Hungry. Alexander’s rhythmic writing makes it an engaging and moving read.
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