
microsoft surface rt user guide

Microsoft Surface RT User Guide is an essential resource for anyone who has purchased or is considering
the Microsoft Surface RT tablet. This device, known for its sleek design and versatility, combines the
power of a laptop with the convenience of a tablet. However, navigating through its features and
functionalities can be daunting for new users. This guide aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the
Surface RT, helping users maximize their experience and productivity.

Introduction to Microsoft Surface RT

The Microsoft Surface RT was launched as part of the Surface series, featuring Windows RT, a version of
the Windows operating system optimized for ARM-based devices. This tablet is designed to cater to both
casual users and professionals who require a lightweight device for productivity on the go.

Getting Started with Your Microsoft Surface RT

Before diving into the functionalities of the Surface RT, it's essential to set up your device properly.

Unboxing Your Surface RT

When you first unbox your Surface RT, you’ll find:

The Surface RT tablet

A power supply and cable

User documentation

Optional Touch Cover or Type Cover (if purchased)

Charging Your Device



To charge your Surface RT, follow these steps:

1. Connect the power supply to a wall outlet.
2. Attach the charging connector to the Surface RT, ensuring it aligns correctly.
3. Observe the battery icon on the screen to confirm it's charging.

Powering On and Initial Setup

1. Press and hold the power button located on the top edge of the device until the Surface logo appears.
2. Follow the on-screen prompts to select your language, connect to Wi-Fi, and sign in with a Microsoft
account.

Navigating the Surface RT Interface

The Surface RT features a user-friendly interface that incorporates the Modern UI design.

The Start Screen

Upon logging in, you will land on the Start screen, which displays Live Tiles—dynamic icons that provide
real-time updates from your apps. To customize the Start screen:

- Pin Apps: Tap and hold an app tile, then select "Pin to Start."
- Resize Tiles: Tap and hold the tile, then choose a new size.

Using the Charms Bar

The Charms Bar is an essential navigation tool. To access it:

1. Swipe from the right edge of the screen or move your mouse to the top-right corner.
2. The Charms Bar will appear, offering options like Search, Share, Start, Devices, and Settings.

Connecting to the Internet

To make the most of your Surface RT, connecting to Wi-Fi is crucial.



Wi-Fi Setup

1. Open the Charms Bar and select "Settings."
2. Click on "Network" to view available Wi-Fi networks.
3. Choose your network and enter the password if prompted.

Exploring Built-in Applications

Microsoft Surface RT comes pre-loaded with several applications that enhance user productivity.

Office Suite

The Surface RT includes a version of Microsoft Office, allowing users to create and edit documents,
spreadsheets, and presentations. Key apps include:

- Word
- Excel
- PowerPoint
- OneNote

To use these applications:

1. Open the Start screen.
2. Tap on the Office app of your choice to launch it.

Internet Explorer

The Surface RT features Internet Explorer, providing a full browsing experience. To navigate:

- Open the Start screen and select Internet Explorer.
- Use the address bar to input URLs, or tap on favorites for quick access.

Personalizing Your Surface RT

Making your Surface RT feel like your own is simple with various customization options.



Changing the Background

1. Access the Start screen and swipe in from the right to open the Charms Bar.
2. Tap "Settings," then select "Personalization."
3. Choose "Background" to select an image or color scheme that matches your style.

Setting Up User Accounts

If multiple people will use the Surface RT, setting up separate user accounts may be beneficial.

1. Open "Settings" from the Charms Bar.
2. Select "Users" and then "Add a user."
3. Follow the prompts to create a new account.

Managing Apps and Storage

As you explore your Surface RT, managing apps and storage becomes essential.

Installing New Apps

To download new apps from the Windows Store:

1. Open the Store app from the Start screen.
2. Browse or search for the app you want.
3. Click "Install" to add it to your device.

Managing Storage Space

To check your storage usage:

1. Go to "Settings" from the Charms Bar.
2. Select "PC Info" to view storage information.
3. Delete unnecessary files or apps to free up space if needed.



Maintaining Your Microsoft Surface RT

Regular maintenance can keep your Surface RT running smoothly.

Software Updates

Ensure your device is updated to access new features and security enhancements:

1. Open "Settings" from the Charms Bar.
2. Tap on "Change PC settings," then choose "Update and recovery."
3. Click on "Check now" to search for updates.

Battery Care

To prolong battery life:

- Avoid exposing your Surface RT to extreme temperatures.
- Use the power-saving mode when not in use.
- Regularly charge your device, but avoid leaving it plugged in continuously.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even the best devices can encounter problems. Here are solutions to common issues.

Device Won't Turn On

If your Surface RT does not power up:

- Ensure it is charged by connecting it to the power supply.
- Press and hold the power button for at least 10 seconds.

Wi-Fi Connection Problems

If you're having trouble connecting to Wi-Fi:



- Restart your router.
- Forget the network on your Surface RT and reconnect.

Conclusion

The Microsoft Surface RT User Guide equips users with the necessary knowledge to harness the full
potential of their device. With its array of features, customizable interface, and powerful applications, the
Surface RT is a versatile tool for both work and leisure. By following this guide, users can navigate their
Surface RT with confidence, ensuring an enjoyable and productive experience. Whether you're a student,
a professional, or simply someone who enjoys technology, your Surface RT can be a valuable companion in
your daily life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Microsoft Surface RT and what are its main features?
The Microsoft Surface RT is a tablet device that runs on the Windows RT operating system. Its main
features include a 10.6-inch touchscreen display, a detachable keyboard cover, access to Microsoft Office
applications, and the ability to run apps from the Windows Store.

How do I set up my Microsoft Surface RT for the first time?
To set up your Microsoft Surface RT, turn on the device, select your language and region, connect to a Wi-
Fi network, and sign in with a Microsoft account. Follow the on-screen prompts to complete the initial
setup.

What should I do if my Microsoft Surface RT is not responding?
If your Microsoft Surface RT is not responding, try performing a soft reset by pressing and holding the
power button for about 10 seconds until the device restarts. If it still does not respond, consider performing
a hard reset or contacting Microsoft support.

Can I install traditional Windows applications on my Surface RT?
No, traditional Windows applications cannot be installed on the Surface RT as it runs on Windows RT,
which only supports apps designed for the Windows Store. However, you can use Microsoft Office and
other apps available in the Store.



How do I update the software on my Microsoft Surface RT?
To update the software on your Microsoft Surface RT, go to the Settings app, select 'Change PC settings,'
then 'Update and recovery.' From there, you can check for updates and install them as needed.
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