
midsomer murders episodes guide
midsomer murders episodes guide offers an extensive overview of one of the most beloved
British detective drama series. Since its debut in 1997, Midsomer Murders has captured audiences
with its intriguing plots, picturesque settings, and compelling characters. This guide aims to help
fans and newcomers alike navigate the vast collection of episodes, providing insight into the series’
structure, key story arcs, and standout cases. Covering the series from its early days featuring DCI
Tom Barnaby to more recent seasons, this article explores the show's evolution, notable episodes,
and tips for viewing order. Whether seeking a comprehensive understanding or specific episode
recommendations, this midsomer murders episodes guide is an essential resource. Below is the table
of contents outlining the main sections covered.
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Overview of Midsomer Murders Series
Midsomer Murders is a British detective television series based on the Chief Inspector Barnaby book
series by Caroline Graham. It is set in the fictional English county of Midsomer, known for its quaint
villages and, paradoxically, a high incidence of murders. The show combines cozy mystery elements
with complex criminal investigations, making it a staple of British crime drama.

The series first aired in 1997 and has since produced over 20 seasons with more than 130 episodes,
making it one of the longest-running detective shows in the UK. The narrative primarily follows the
investigations led by the Barnaby family, initially starring John Nettles as DCI Tom Barnaby and
later Neil Dudgeon as DCI John Barnaby.

This midsomer murders episodes guide will explore the show's progression, the variety of cases it
has presented, and how the series maintains its popularity through suspenseful storytelling and
dynamic character development.

Detailed Breakdown of Seasons and Episodes
The structure of Midsomer Murders is organized into multiple seasons, each containing several
feature-length episodes. Each episode typically runs for approximately 90 minutes, allowing for in-
depth storytelling and intricate plot development.



Early Seasons (1–10)
The first ten seasons established the tone and style of the series with DCI Tom Barnaby as the lead
detective. These episodes are characterized by classic whodunit mysteries set in the idyllic yet
sinister villages of Midsomer. Many episodes from this era are considered classics and helped build
a loyal fan base.

Middle Seasons (11–15)
Seasons 11 to 15 saw the introduction of new storylines and supporting characters, with the series
maintaining its signature blend of suspense and British charm. The plots became more varied,
sometimes incorporating contemporary social issues within the rural setting.

Recent Seasons (16–Current)
From season 16 onwards, Neil Dudgeon took over the lead role as DCI John Barnaby, cousin of the
original protagonist. This transition brought fresh energy to the series while preserving its core
appeal. The episodes continued to feature complex mysteries with unexpected twists.

Season 1: 4 episodes

Season 10: 6 episodes

Season 20 (most recent): 4 episodes

Total episodes: Over 130 spanning 20+ seasons

Key Characters and Their Roles
The success of the series is significantly attributed to its well-developed characters, especially the
detectives and their partners who bring depth and continuity to the show.

DCI Tom Barnaby
Portrayed by John Nettles, Tom Barnaby is the original lead detective. His calm demeanor, sharp
intellect, and methodical approach to investigating crimes made him a beloved figure. He remained
the central character for the first 13 seasons.

DS Gavin Troy and DS Ben Jones
Tom Barnaby’s partners changed through the series. DS Gavin Troy was the initial sidekick,
appearing in early seasons. Later, DS Ben Jones took on the role, contributing youthful energy and
occasional humor to the investigations.



DCI John Barnaby
Neil Dudgeon’s portrayal of John Barnaby, Tom’s cousin, marked a new chapter in the series. John
Barnaby is more dynamic and sometimes more emotionally involved in cases, providing a fresh
perspective to the familiar setting.

Supporting Characters
The show also features a variety of recurring supporting roles, including local police officers,
medical examiners, and villagers who add texture and authenticity to the stories.

Popular and Iconic Episodes
Among the extensive catalog, certain midsomer murders episodes stand out due to their intriguing
plots, memorable villains, or significant character developments. These episodes are often
recommended as starting points for new viewers or highlights for fans.

The Killings at Badger's Drift (Season 1, Episode 1): The pilot episode that introduced1.
viewers to Midsomer and DCI Tom Barnaby’s investigative style.

Death of a Hollow Man (Season 2, Episode 1): Famous for its theatrical setting and clever2.
plot twists.

The House in the Woods (Season 7, Episode 2): Noted for its suspenseful narrative and3.
complex character relationships.

Blood Wedding (Season 14, Episode 4): Features a dramatic and emotional storyline4.
involving a wedding with fatal consequences.

The Made-to-Measure Murders (Season 18, Episode 3): Highlights John Barnaby’s5.
leadership and modern investigative techniques.

Viewing Tips and Episode Recommendations
Given the large number of episodes, viewers may wonder how best to approach the series. This
section offers guidance on enjoying the show efficiently and fully appreciating its nuances.

Watching in Broadcast Order
Following the original broadcast order is recommended for understanding character development
and series progression. It allows viewers to see how the show evolves over time and witness the
transitions between lead detectives.



Selecting Standalone Episodes
Many episodes are self-contained mysteries, making it easy to watch them individually without prior
knowledge. This flexibility is beneficial for casual viewing or sampling the series.

Using This Guide for Exploration
This midsomer murders episodes guide can assist in identifying episodes based on themes,
characters, or seasons. It is useful for fans looking to revisit favorites or explore episodes with
specific plot elements.

Start with the first season to experience the classic style

Explore key episodes highlighted above for iconic storylines

Watch later seasons to appreciate newer characters and modern narratives

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best way to find a complete guide to Midsomer
Murders episodes?
The best way to find a complete guide to Midsomer Murders episodes is to visit official websites, fan
sites, or databases like IMDb and Wikipedia, which provide detailed episode lists, summaries, and
air dates.

How many episodes of Midsomer Murders are there in total?
As of 2024, there are over 130 episodes of Midsomer Murders spanning more than 20 series.

Are there any special or feature-length episodes in Midsomer
Murders?
Yes, Midsomer Murders features several feature-length episodes, typically around 90 minutes each,
which often serve as season openers or finales.

Where can I watch Midsomer Murders episodes online?
Midsomer Murders episodes are available on streaming platforms such as Acorn TV, BritBox, and
sometimes on networks' official websites, depending on your region.

How are the episodes of Midsomer Murders typically



structured?
Each episode of Midsomer Murders usually presents a self-contained murder mystery set in the
fictional English county of Midsomer, featuring Detective Chief Inspector Barnaby and his team
solving crimes.

Is there an episode guide that includes information about
guest stars in Midsomer Murders?
Yes, many online episode guides, including IMDb and dedicated fan sites, include detailed cast lists
and guest star information for each Midsomer Murders episode.

Are the Midsomer Murders episodes based on books or
original scripts?
The earlier episodes of Midsomer Murders were based on the Chief Inspector Barnaby book series
by Caroline Graham, but later episodes have been original scripts written for television.

How often are new episodes of Midsomer Murders released?
New episodes of Midsomer Murders are typically released annually, with one or two series produced
each year, though the schedule can vary.

Additional Resources
1. The Complete Midsomer Murders Episode Guide
This comprehensive guide covers every episode of the beloved British mystery series "Midsomer
Murders." It includes detailed synopses, character breakdowns, and behind-the-scenes insights.
Fans and newcomers alike will find it an essential companion to the show's intricate plots and
charming English countryside settings.

2. Midsomer Murders: The Official Companion
An officially sanctioned companion book that delves into the making of the series, featuring
interviews with cast and crew. It offers episode summaries, production anecdotes, and exclusive
photographs. This book provides readers with a deeper appreciation of the craftsmanship behind
each murder mystery.

3. Midsomer Mysteries: A Guide to the Dark Side of the English Countryside
Exploring the dark and often quirky stories behind the episodes, this guide highlights the unique
blend of humor and horror that defines the series. It analyzes recurring themes and the cultural
backdrop of Midsomer County. Ideal for readers interested in the narrative and thematic depth of
the show.

4. Behind the Scenes of Midsomer Murders
This book provides an insider’s look at the production process of the series, from scriptwriting to
location scouting. Featuring interviews with directors and actors, it reveals how the idyllic English
villages transform into crime scenes. A must-read for fans interested in television production and
storytelling.



5. The Characters of Midsomer Murders: A Detailed Guide
Focusing on the memorable characters throughout the series, this book offers biographies,
character development insights, and actor profiles. Readers gain an understanding of the dynamics
between detectives, suspects, and villagers. It celebrates the rich cast that brings Midsomer
Murders to life.

6. Midsomer Murders: The Classic Cases
A curated collection of the most iconic and gripping episodes, accompanied by in-depth analysis and
commentary. This book highlights the series' best mysteries, detailing plot twists and investigative
techniques. Perfect for readers who want to relive the most thrilling moments of the show.

7. Exploring Midsomer: The Real Locations Behind the Murders
This guidebook takes readers on a tour of the actual English locations used in filming Midsomer
Murders. It includes maps, travel tips, and background information on each site. Fans can
experience the picturesque countryside that serves as the backdrop for the series’ chilling tales.

8. The Writing of Midsomer Murders: Crafting the Perfect Mystery
An exploration of the screenwriting process behind Midsomer Murders, featuring interviews with
writers and analysis of narrative structure. The book discusses how suspense, character
development, and pacing are managed to keep viewers engaged. It’s a valuable resource for aspiring
mystery writers and fans of the genre.

9. Midsomer Murders Trivia and Fun Facts
Packed with quizzes, trivia, and lesser-known facts about the series, this book is perfect for casual
fans and trivia enthusiasts. It covers everything from episode Easter eggs to cast cameos and
production curiosities. A lighthearted and entertaining companion to the Midsomer Murders
universe.
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