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Missouri football coaches history is a rich tapestry woven with triumphs, challenges, and transformative
moments that have shaped the University of Missouri's football program since its inception. Over the years, the
Tigers have seen a variety of coaching styles and philosophies, each contributing to the team's legacy and
development. This article explores the significant figures in Missouri football coaching history, their
contributions, and the evolution of the program.

Early Years of Missouri Football

The University of Missouri fielded its first football team in 1890, and the early years were characterized by a
lack of formal coaching structures. The first recognized coach was John B. "Jinks" F. H. "Jinksy" Hart, who led
the team from 1890 to 1891. His tenure marked the beginning of organized football at Mizzou, laying the
groundwork for future coaches.

Key Coaching Figures in the Early 20th Century

As the sport evolved, so did the coaching landscape at Missouri. The early 20th century saw several notable
figures:

1. G. E. "Bill" McCarty (1909-1910): McCarty was instrumental in establishing a competitive spirit within the
program. He laid the foundation for what would become a longstanding tradition of excellence.

2. C. E. "Pat" O'Leary (1911-1912): O'Leary's tenure was marked by a focus on discipline and teamwork,
which helped the team achieve a balanced approach to both offense and defense.

3. W. H. "Bill" Schutte (1913-1915): Under Schutte, the Tigers experienced their first major success, winning
the Missouri Valley Conference championship in 1914.

Mid-20th Century Coaching Legends

Post-World War II, Missouri football began to gain national prominence, largely due to the efforts of
several legendary coaches.

Don Faurot: The Architect of Missouri Football

One of the most significant figures in Missouri football coaching history is Don Faurot, who served as head
coach from 1946 to 1967. Faurot is credited with introducing the "Split-T" offensive formation, which
revolutionized the way football was played at the collegiate level. His achievements include:

- Building a Competitive Program: Faurot led the Tigers to a 101-79-10 record and multiple bowl
appearances, including the 1966 Orange Bowl, which marked a high point for the program.

- Induction into the Hall of Fame: His contributions were recognized with his induction into the College
Football Hall of Fame in 1985.

- Establishing Rivalries: Faurot helped to establish key rivalries with teams like Nebraska and Kansas, which
continue to be significant to this day.



Subsequent Coaches and Their Influence

Following Faurot, several coaches made their mark on the program:

- Dan Devine (1968-1970): Devine led the Tigers to a 30-8-1 record and a Big Eight Conference championship.
His success laid the groundwork for future coaches and established a culture of winning.

- Al Onofrio (1971-1976): Onofrio focused on developing young talent and improving recruitment, which
helped the program remain competitive in the Big Eight Conference.

- Warren Powers (1978-1984): Powers revitalized the program and led Missouri to several bowl games,
including a trip to the 1983 Holiday Bowl.

Modern Era of Missouri Football Coaches

The late 20th and early 21st centuries brought new challenges and opportunities for the Missouri football
program. Several coaches emerged with distinct coaching philosophies and approaches.

Gary Pinkel: The Resurgence of Missouri Football

Perhaps the most impactful coach of the modern era is Gary Pinkel, who served from 2001 to 2015. His tenure
is marked by several significant achievements:

- Transformational Leadership: Pinkel led the Tigers to a 118-73 record, making him the winningest coach in
program history. His teams appeared in bowl games in 10 of his 15 seasons.

- SEC Transition: Under Pinkel’s guidance, Missouri made a successful transition to the Southeastern
Conference (SEC) in 2012, finishing with a notable record and securing the SEC East division title in 2013.

- Legacy of Excellence: Pinkel's emphasis on player development and academic success set a standard for future
coaches and established Missouri as a competitive force in college football.

Recent Coaches and Their Contributions

Following Pinkel, the program saw a few coaches who contributed to its evolving identity:

- Barry Odom (2016-2020): Odom, a former player and assistant coach, focused on building a strong
defensive identity. His tenure included a bowl game appearance in 2017.

- Eliah Drinkwitz (2020-present): Drinkwitz took the helm with a modern approach to recruiting and game
strategy. His innovative offensive schemes and emphasis on player relationships have energized the program and
its fan base.

Impact of Coaching Changes on the Program

Coaching changes can significantly impact a program's trajectory. At Missouri, each shift in leadership has
brought distinct philosophies and strategies that have shaped the team's performance.



Recruitment and Player Development

- Recruiting Strategies: Different coaches have emphasized various recruiting techniques, from local talent
acquisition to national searches, greatly influencing the quality of players brought to the program.

- Player Development Focus: Coaches like Pinkel and Drinkwitz have prioritized player development, fostering an
environment where athletes can excel both on and off the field.

Fan Engagement and Program Culture

- Building a Strong Fan Base: Coaches who have shown success on the field have typically garnered greater fan
support, leading to increased attendance and engagement in the program.

- Cultural Identity: The coaching staff's vision and values have played a crucial role in shaping the program's
culture, influencing everything from training regimens to community involvement.

Conclusion

The history of Missouri football coaches is a testament to the evolution of a program that has faced
numerous challenges and celebrated many achievements. From the early days under Jinks Hart to the
transformational leadership of Gary Pinkel and the innovative strategies of Eliah Drinkwitz, each coach has
left an indelible mark on the team's identity. The legacy of Missouri football continues to evolve, driven by the
passion of its coaches, players, and fans. As the program looks to the future, the lessons learned from its
storied past will undoubtedly shape its ongoing quest for success on the gridiron.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of the Missouri Tigers football team?

The first head coach of the Missouri Tigers football team was John Bender, who served from 1890 to 1891.

Which Missouri football coach has the most wins in program history?

Gary Pinkel holds the record for the most wins in Missouri football history, with 118 victories from 2001 to
2015.

What notable achievement did Missouri football coach Barry Odom
accomplish during his tenure?

During his tenure from 2016 to 2019, Barry Odom led the Tigers to a bowl game each year, including a trip to
the 2017 Citrus Bowl.

How did the coaching style of Dan Devine impact the Missouri Tigers
football program?

Dan Devine, who coached from 1958 to 1970, emphasized a strong running game and solid defense, leading the
team to significant success, including a Big Eight Conference title.



Which Missouri football coach was recognized with the Walter Camp
Coach of the Year Award?

Gary Pinkel was recognized with the Walter Camp Coach of the Year Award in 2007, highlighting his success
with the team that season.
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