
month by month phonics for third grade
month by month phonics for third grade is a structured approach to mastering phonics skills
throughout the academic year. This methodical plan ensures that third graders build upon their
foundational reading abilities with progressive phonics concepts introduced each month. By focusing
on a month-by-month phonics curriculum, educators can deliver targeted lessons that reinforce
decoding, fluency, and spelling skills. Effective phonics instruction in third grade not only improves
reading comprehension but also supports vocabulary development and writing proficiency. This
article outlines a comprehensive month-by-month phonics guide tailored to third graders,
highlighting key phonics patterns, instructional strategies, and practical activities. The following
sections provide a detailed roadmap for educators and parents aiming to enhance third-grade
literacy through systematic phonics instruction.

September: Revisiting Basic Phonics and Introducing Complex Vowel Patterns

October: Mastering Long Vowels and Silent Letters

November: Exploring R-Controlled Vowels and Multisyllabic Words

December: Consonant Blends and Digraphs Review

January: Advanced Suffixes and Prefixes

February: Homophones and Irregular Spellings

March: Decoding Multisyllabic Words and Fluency Building

April: Greek and Latin Roots in Phonics

May: Applying Phonics Skills to Reading and Writing

September: Revisiting Basic Phonics and Introducing
Complex Vowel Patterns
September serves as a critical month to review essential phonics skills from earlier grades while
introducing more complex vowel patterns suitable for third-grade learners. This month focuses on
reinforcing short and long vowel sounds and beginning to explore vowel teams and diphthongs.
Reviewing the alphabetic principle and phoneme-grapheme correspondences ensures students have
a solid foundation before advancing.

Review of Short and Long Vowels
Third graders revisit short vowels (a, e, i, o, u) and their corresponding long vowel sounds,
emphasizing the recognition of vowel sounds within words. This review helps solidify their ability to



decode unfamiliar words efficiently.

Introduction to Complex Vowel Patterns
Complex vowel patterns such as vowel teams (ea, ai, oa), vowel diphthongs (oi, oy, ou, ow), and
vowel-r combinations begin to be introduced. Understanding these patterns enables students to
tackle more challenging words and enhances their reading fluency.

ea as in "team"

ai as in "rain"

oa as in "boat"

oi as in "coin"

ou as in "cloud"

October: Mastering Long Vowels and Silent Letters
In October, instruction intensifies around long vowel sounds and silent letters, which are common
sources of confusion for third graders. Emphasizing these elements helps improve spelling accuracy
and reading comprehension.

Long Vowel Patterns with Silent E
Students learn to recognize the silent 'e' rule, where an 'e' at the end of a word makes the preceding
vowel long, as in "cake" and "hope." This rule is critical for decoding and spelling multisyllabic
words.

Common Silent Letters
This subtopic covers frequently silent letters such as 'k' in "knight," 'w' in "wrestle," and 'b' in
"comb." Recognizing silent letters aids in accurate pronunciation and writing.

Silent 'e' rule examples

Silent 'k' and 'w'

Silent 'b' and 't'

Strategies for remembering silent letters



November: Exploring R-Controlled Vowels and
Multisyllabic Words
November's phonics focus is on r-controlled vowels and the decoding of multisyllabic words, both of
which are essential for advancing reading skills in third grade.

R-Controlled Vowels
Students explore vowels influenced by the letter 'r' where the vowel sound is neither long nor short,
such as "ar," "er," "ir," "or," and "ur." Mastery of r-controlled vowels supports fluent reading of more
complex texts.

Decoding Multisyllabic Words
Third graders begin breaking down longer words into syllables to decode and understand their
pronunciation and meaning. Instruction includes identifying syllable types and applying phonics
rules to each syllable segment.

Open and closed syllables

Vowel-consonant-e syllables

Practice with compound and multisyllabic words

December: Consonant Blends and Digraphs Review
December's curriculum revisits consonant blends and digraphs to strengthen phonemic awareness
and decoding skills. This review ensures that students can recognize and manipulate these sound
combinations in reading and spelling.

Consonant Blends
Consonant blends such as "bl," "st," "tr," and "cl" involve two consonants pronounced together while
maintaining their individual sounds. Understanding blends improves word recognition.

Consonant Digraphs
Digraphs like "ch," "sh," "th," and "wh" produce a single sound distinct from the individual letters.
Familiarity with digraphs is vital for accurate reading and spelling.

List of common blends and digraphs

Activities for blending sounds

Spelling practice with blends and digraphs



January: Advanced Suffixes and Prefixes
January introduces advanced morphological awareness by focusing on suffixes and prefixes, which
enhances vocabulary and spelling skills in third-grade students.

Common Prefixes
Students learn prefixes such as "un-," "re-," "pre-," and "dis-," understanding how these modify base
word meanings and affect pronunciation.

Common Suffixes
Suffixes like "-ful," "-less," "-ment," and "-ly" are taught, helping students decode new words and use
them appropriately in writing.

Prefix and suffix definitions

Word formation examples

Practice exercises for affix recognition

February: Homophones and Irregular Spellings
In February, the focus shifts to homophones and irregular spellings, which are critical for developing
spelling accuracy and reading comprehension in third grade.

Homophones
Students explore words that sound alike but have different meanings and spellings, such as "their"
and "there" or "two" and "too." Understanding homophones prevents common writing errors.

Irregular Spelling Patterns
Instruction covers words that do not follow standard phonics rules, requiring memorization and
contextual understanding for proper reading and spelling.

Common homophone pairs

Strategies for mastering irregular spellings

Context clues for word meaning



March: Decoding Multisyllabic Words and Fluency
Building
March’s focus is on strengthening decoding skills for multisyllabic words and improving reading
fluency, essential for third graders to access grade-level texts confidently.

Advanced Syllable Division
Students learn more intricate syllable division rules to break down challenging words, including
prefixes, suffixes, and compound words.

Fluency Practice
Fluency-building activities include repeated reading, timed reading exercises, and expression
practice to improve speed, accuracy, and prosody.

Syllable division strategies

Fluency drills and exercises

Monitoring progress with assessments

April: Greek and Latin Roots in Phonics
April introduces Greek and Latin roots, empowering third graders to understand the etymology of
many English words and expand their vocabulary through root analysis.

Common Greek Roots
Roots like "bio-" (life), "geo-" (earth), and "tele-" (far) are taught to help students decode and
understand related words.

Common Latin Roots
Latin roots such as "dict-" (speak), "scrib-" (write), and "port-" (carry) are introduced to support
word comprehension and spelling.

List of common roots and meanings

Examples of root words

Root word identification activities



May: Applying Phonics Skills to Reading and Writing
May emphasizes the application of phonics skills in authentic reading and writing contexts,
reinforcing the year’s learning and preparing students for higher-grade literacy demands.

Reading Comprehension Through Phonics
Students apply decoding strategies to understand complex texts, focusing on phonics patterns to
enhance comprehension and vocabulary acquisition.

Phonics in Writing
Writing exercises incorporate phonics knowledge by encouraging correct spelling of multisyllabic
words, use of prefixes and suffixes, and attention to irregular spellings.

Reading strategies integrating phonics

Writing prompts emphasizing phonics application

Assessment of phonics mastery in literacy tasks

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Month by Month Phonics for Third Grade'?
'Month by Month Phonics for Third Grade' is a structured phonics curriculum designed to teach
third-grade students phonics skills through a month-by-month progression, aligning lessons with
grade-level expectations.

Why is a month-by-month phonics program beneficial for third
graders?
A month-by-month phonics program provides consistent, manageable learning goals that build on
each other gradually, helping third graders improve their decoding, reading fluency, and spelling
skills systematically throughout the school year.

What phonics skills are typically covered each month in third
grade?
Skills often covered include advanced vowel patterns, consonant blends and digraphs, syllable types,
prefixes and suffixes, multisyllabic word decoding, and irregular spelling patterns, with complexity
increasing each month.



How can teachers effectively implement a month-by-month
phonics plan for third grade?
Teachers can implement the plan by following the curriculum guide, incorporating daily phonics
lessons, using engaging activities and assessments, and adjusting pacing based on student progress
to ensure mastery before moving on.

Are there recommended resources or materials for month-by-
month phonics instruction in third grade?
Yes, resources include phonics workbooks, flashcards, interactive games, decodable readers, and
teacher guides specifically designed for third grade that align with month-by-month phonics
objectives.

How does month-by-month phonics instruction support
struggling third-grade readers?
It offers targeted, incremental practice that addresses specific phonics challenges, allowing
struggling readers to build confidence and skills step-by-step with ongoing reinforcement and
support.

Can parents use month-by-month phonics strategies at home
for third graders?
Absolutely. Parents can follow the month-by-month phonics scope to practice phonics skills through
reading activities, games, and writing exercises that complement what their child is learning at
school.

How does month-by-month phonics instruction align with
Common Core standards for third grade?
Month-by-month phonics instruction is designed to align with Common Core standards by focusing
on phonics and word recognition skills that third graders need to master for reading fluency and
comprehension.

What are some common challenges in teaching phonics
month-by-month to third graders?
Challenges include varying student reading levels, maintaining student engagement, ensuring
consistent practice, and addressing gaps from previous grades that may require differentiated
instruction within the monthly framework.

Additional Resources
1. Phonics Fun: A Month-by-Month Guide for Third Graders



This book offers a structured phonics curriculum designed specifically for third-grade students. Each
month focuses on different phonetic patterns and blends, gradually increasing in difficulty. The
engaging activities and colorful illustrations keep learners motivated while reinforcing essential
reading skills.

2. Third Grade Phonics: A Year of Monthly Lessons
With clear, step-by-step instructions, this resource breaks down phonics instruction into manageable
monthly segments. It includes worksheets, games, and practice exercises tailored to third graders.
Teachers and parents will find it easy to track progress and adjust lessons to individual needs.

3. Monthly Phonics Practice for Third Grade Readers
This workbook provides monthly phonics challenges that build reading fluency and comprehension.
Each section introduces new sounds, word families, and spelling rules appropriate for third graders.
The repetitive practice helps solidify phonics knowledge in a fun and interactive way.

4. Step-by-Step Phonics: Third Grade Month by Month
Designed to complement classroom instruction, this book breaks phonics learning into focused
monthly lessons. It emphasizes decoding strategies and multi-sensory learning techniques to support
diverse learners. The book also includes assessments to monitor student progress throughout the
school year.

5. Phonics Adventures: Third Grade Monthly Activities
Featuring themed phonics activities for each month, this book makes learning to read an exciting
journey. It incorporates storytelling, word puzzles, and rhyming games that align with third-grade
phonics standards. The approachable format encourages independent practice and group learning
alike.

6. Mastering Phonics in Third Grade: A Month-to-Month Approach
This comprehensive guide targets common phonics challenges faced by third graders and offers
monthly lesson plans to address them. It includes tips for differentiation and ways to integrate
phonics with writing and vocabulary development. The practical activities are designed to build
confidence and skill progressively.

7. Phonics Month by Month: A Third Grade Workbook
Structured as a workbook, this title provides daily phonics exercises divided into monthly units. It
covers vowel sounds, consonant blends, syllable patterns, and more, all tailored for third-grade
learners. The engaging format supports consistent practice and skill reinforcement throughout the
year.

8. Third Grade Phonics Journey: Monthly Lessons for Success
This book offers a month-by-month phonics curriculum that integrates reading, spelling, and
pronunciation practice. It uses real-world examples and relatable texts to help students connect
phonics skills to everyday reading. The progressive lessons aim to improve both decoding and
comprehension abilities.

9. Year-Round Phonics Practice for Third Grade Students
Ideal for classroom or home use, this resource provides phonics exercises organized by month to
ensure steady progress. It includes diverse activities such as word sorts, dictation, and phoneme
manipulation tailored to third-grade standards. The book supports long-term retention through
repeated exposure and varied practice.
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