
mla parenthetical citation practice
worksheet answer key
MLA parenthetical citation practice worksheet answer key is an essential tool for
students and researchers who are learning how to properly cite sources in their academic
writing. The Modern Language Association (MLA) format is widely used in the humanities,
particularly in literature, philosophy, and the arts. Understanding how to effectively
incorporate parenthetical citations is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and for giving proper
credit to authors whose works you reference. This article will provide an overview of MLA
parenthetical citations, common rules and practices, and a sample practice worksheet with
an answer key to help reinforce your understanding.

Understanding MLA Parenthetical Citations

Parenthetical citations in MLA format are brief references within the text of your paper that
direct readers to the more detailed entries in the Works Cited page. These citations
typically include the author's last name and the page number from which the information
was taken. Here are the basic components of MLA parenthetical citations:

Author’s Last Name: This is the surname of the author whose work you are citing.

Page Number: This is the page number from which the information is taken. If you
are citing a source without page numbers, such as a website, you can omit this part.

Placement: The citation appears at the end of the sentence before the period.

Examples of Parenthetical Citations

1. Single Author:
- If you are citing a book by one author, the citation would look like this: (Smith 23).

2. Multiple Authors:
- For a source with two authors, include both last names: (Smith and Jones 45).
- For three or more authors, use the first author's last name followed by "et al.": (Smith et
al. 67).

3. No Author:
- If the source does not have an identified author, use the title in place of the author’s
name: (“Impact of Social Media” 12).

4. Multiple Works by the Same Author:
- If citing multiple works by the same author, include a shortened title of the work: (Smith,



The Art of Writing 45).

5. Citing a Specific Part of a Work:
- If you are citing a specific part, such as a chapter or a section, include that information:
(Smith, ch. 2).

Creating an MLA Parenthetical Citation Practice
Worksheet

To help reinforce your understanding of MLA parenthetical citations, a practice worksheet
can be beneficial. Below is a sample worksheet that includes various scenarios requiring
MLA citations. After completing the worksheet, you can check your answers against the
provided answer key.

Practice Worksheet

Instructions:
For each statement below, write the correct MLA parenthetical citation in the space
provided.

1. According to the research of John Doe, social media significantly affects communication
skills.
Citation: ___________

2. In her book, The Art of Persuasion, Jane Smith discusses the importance of rhetoric in
modern writing.
Citation: ___________

3. A recent study indicated that 75% of students prefer online learning to traditional
classrooms (Johnson 45).
Citation: ___________

4. The historical context of the Renaissance is essential for understanding its literature
(Brown and Green 78).
Citation: ___________

5. The concept of “the sublime” has evolved over the centuries (Miller, Exploring Aesthetics
102).
Citation: ___________

6. In their article on climate change, the authors highlight the urgency of immediate action
(Thomas et al. 23).
Citation: ___________

7. The website on digital literacy provides numerous resources for educators.
Citation: ___________



8. The impact of technology on education has been widely studied (Smith, “Technology in
the Classroom” 15).
Citation: ___________

Answer Key

Here are the correct MLA parenthetical citations for the practice worksheet provided above:

1. (Doe)
2. (Smith)
3. (Johnson 45)
4. (Brown and Green 78)
5. (Miller 102)
6. (Thomas et al. 23)
7. (“Digital Literacy”)
8. (Smith 15)

Common Mistakes in MLA Parenthetical Citations

Mistakes in MLA citations can lead to confusion and may affect the credibility of your work.
Here are some common errors to avoid:

Incorrect Author Name: Always ensure you are using the correct spelling of the
author’s name.

Missing Page Numbers: If applicable, always include page numbers for print
sources.

Incorrect Placement: Place the citation before the period at the end of the
sentence.

Failure to Match Works Cited Entry: Make sure your parenthetical citation
corresponds with the relevant entry in your Works Cited page.

Omitting Citations: Always cite your sources to avoid plagiarism.

Conclusion

Mastering MLA parenthetical citations is a vital skill for anyone engaged in academic
writing, particularly in the humanities. The practice worksheet serves as a practical tool to
help reinforce citation skills and ensure that you can apply MLA style correctly in your
papers. Remember, proper citation not only acknowledges the work of others but also



strengthens your arguments and enhances the credibility of your writing. Regular practice
and consultation of the MLA Handbook can further improve your citation skills and ensure
adherence to the latest guidelines.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an MLA parenthetical citation?
An MLA parenthetical citation is a brief reference within the text of your paper that
indicates the source of a quotation or paraphrase, typically including the author's last name
and page number.

How do you format a parenthetical citation in MLA
style?
In MLA style, a parenthetical citation is formatted with the author's last name followed by
the page number in parentheses, e.g., (Smith 23). If the author's name is mentioned in the
text, only the page number is needed, e.g., Smith states that... (23).

What should you include in an answer key for an MLA
parenthetical citation practice worksheet?
An answer key for an MLA parenthetical citation practice worksheet should include the
correct citation format for each example, highlighting any necessary adjustments for
multiple authors, no author, or different types of sources.

What is the purpose of practicing MLA parenthetical
citations?
Practicing MLA parenthetical citations helps students familiarize themselves with proper
citation formats, ensuring they can accurately credit sources and avoid plagiarism in their
writing.

Are there any variations in MLA citations for different
types of sources?
Yes, MLA citations can vary for different types of sources, such as books, articles, and
websites. For example, a citation for a web source may include the author's name, the title
of the page, and the date of access, along with the parenthetical citation.

Can you use a parenthetical citation for a source
without a page number?
Yes, if a source does not have page numbers, such as a website, you can use the author's
name in the parenthetical citation without a page number, e.g., (Johnson). If there are no



authors, use a short title instead.

How can students effectively check their MLA citations?
Students can effectively check their MLA citations by using citation guides, online citation
tools, or referring to the MLA Handbook. They can also compare their citations against a
reliable answer key to ensure accuracy.
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